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- Fesruany 22, 1853.—Referred to the Committes on Naval Affuirs.

WasumvgToN Ciry, D. C., | : :
- February 12, 1853.

 The undersigned, a citizen of the United States of America, most
- respectfully begs leave to state to you, and through you to the honor-
‘able body over which you preside, that he has recently, and then acci-
dentally, learned that a ponderous budget of vituperative insinuations
and false allegations, impugning not only his official conduct, but also
charging him with being concerned in a fraudulent combination against
the United States, has been introduced into your Committee on Naval
Affairs, to his prejudice and irreparable injury, should your honorable
body close its session without affording him an opportunity to confront
~ his accusers, prove his'own innocence, and establish their malice.
- From what he understands to be the allegations against him, he is
- satisfied that even a brief examination of a few witnesses from Cali-
fornia, now in or near Washington, would not only fully prove the
falsehood of -all the charges which have been made against him, but
‘would -expose a ‘malicious combination to injure his reputation by
garbled statements and most insidious misrepresentations. -

- It would be painful at any time, but it is peculiarly so at the presént

- juncture, and more especially so near the cluse of an expiring ongress,
- to be compelled to resort to this extreme altcrnative, forced on the

undersigned by a combination of circumstances which it is not neces-

sary now to relate. o o |

- In conclusion, the undersigned most earnestly prays that the House

of Representatives will estop all ex parte procéecﬁngs of a criminating
character against him, and that the accompanying papers and letters

may be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, who may be
- authorized to summons witnesses and take testimony under oath, and
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before whom he may be allowed the pr1v11eoe of appearmo to defend
_his unjustly assailed reputation. S
W 1th the most profound re~pect, &ec., &c., &e., - -
. ' THOS AP C. JONES,
' ‘ Umtcd States Z\avy
ch Lixn BOYD,
Spcaker House of chresentatucs.

N —
| I _'

: “com OF - THE PROCEEDII\GS OF THE NAVAL comvr OF INQUIRY IN RELA-

TION TO THE LOSS OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER ‘EDITH, IN

~ 1849; TOGETHER WITH COPIES OF THE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH

FORMED THE. GROUND OF THE ORDER GIVEN TO CONSTITUTE. SAID

. COURT; AND OF ALL THE PAPERS REFERRED TO IN THE RECORD OF
PROCEEDINGS.”’ : :

_Procerdmo's of a nawl court of inquiry held on board of the U u'ed States
.sloop-of war Falmouth, in-the port of Benicia, Upper California, Wednes-
- duy, Junuary 9, 1850, by mrtue of the followmcr order.‘ 4

' A naval court of i inquiry, composed of commanders Thomas Peti-
nru, James Glynn, and Z. F. Johnaton, will convene on board the
: Umted States sloop-of-war Falmouth, in the port of Benicia, at 10 a. m,
Wednesday, the 9th of January, 1850, for tge purpose of inquiring into
the loss of ‘the late United States steam propeller' Edith, while under
‘the command of Lieut. James McCormick, of the United States navy.
The conduct of the officers and crew, subcequently to the stranding
of the Edith, will also be mqulred into. The court will not onlv
record facts, but will e\preas lta opinion as to the nccessity of further
proceedmws. _
First Lieutenant J. W. Curua, of the marine corps, will officiate as
judge advocate on the foregoing court. - :
Accompanying lettera A B, C and D form the ground of the fore-
going order.
" Given under my hand, on board the United States fnvate Savannab
Bemcxa roada, this qeventh day of January, 1S50. :
: - THOS. AP C. JONES,
" Commander-in chicf Pacific Squadro‘n.

List of offecrs of the Edith. :

'Lieutenant James McCormick, commandmg
Passed midshipman Andrew F. Munroe.
Midshipman Edwin O. Carnes.

- Master’s mate A. J. Morehouse. -
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U. S. SLoOP-0F-WAR FALMOUTH, P
Port of Bemcza, Upper Califormia, January 9, 1850,

WEDNESDAY, 2 o’clock p. m.

" The court met pursuant to the above orders. - Present, commanders
Thos. Petigru -and Z. F. Johnston; J. W. Curtls, Judrre advocate. .
Commander James Glynn was absent.

The warrant of the commander—m-(.hxef was read for convening the '
~court.

‘The members of the ‘court. precent were Sworn by the jodge advo-
cate, and the judge advocate by the president. Lieutenant McCorrnick
not appeann the pres:dent adjourned the court, to meet to-morrow, at.
110 ’clock a. m. _ _

-U. S. SLOOP?OF-WAR FALMOUTH, _ |
~ Port of Bemicia, January 10, 1850

THURSDAY, 11 o'clock a. m.

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yeaterday Present,
Commanders Thomas Petigru and Z. F. Johnston, and the judge ad-.
vocate. Lieutenant McCormick appeared and took his seat. The
proceedings of yesterday were read over, and found correct. '

- In consequence of the absence of Commander Glynn, the court ad--
Journed to meet to-morrow, Frlday, J anuary 11, at 11 0 ‘clock a. m."

T. S  SLOOP-OF-WAR FAL\IOUTH,
I’ort of Bemaa, Upper Culifornia, January 11, 1850.

FRIDAY, 11 o’clock a. m.

- Present, Commander Petigru and the ]udoe advocate. Lieutenant
Mchmlck appeared and took his seat. The proceedings of yesterday
~were read over, and found corrcct. '

“In consequence of the necessary abscnce of Commanders Glynn and
Johnston, the commander-in-chief adjourned the court, to mect ’\Iondav
-January 14, 1850, at 10 o’clock a. m

U. S. SLoOP-OF-WAR. FALMOUTH, _
I’ort of Benicia, Upper Cali for/na, January 14, 1850. -

M01\DAY 10 o’clock a. m.

_ The court met pursmm to the ad_]ournrnent of F rldav. Preeent, the-‘
president and all the members, and the judge advocate, _
The order for convening the court was read. Lieutenant McCor-
mick appeared and took his seat. The president asked him if he had
‘any objections to make to any of the court? He replied that he had not.
Commander Glynn was then sworn. The former proceedings were
then read over, and found correct. . The documents hereunto annexed,.
and marked A, B, C, and D, were then read. Lieutenant McCormick
was then sworn, He 1nt10duced the document hereunto annexed and
marked C, as his official report of the loss_of the late United States
steam propeller Eduh and as a part of his evxdence in the case. -
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- Question by the court. When the surf was reported to you, was the
course conunued by the oﬂicer of the deck until ordered to be altered__
byyou? - ° 3

Answer. My 1mpres~10n s, that the helm was hard a-poxt when 1
came on deck.

“Question by the court. How lonor after surf' was reported before the

~ship struck ? _
“Answer. About twenty minutes afier curf was repoxted heard, and
five after it was seen. :
Question by the court. \Vae it dark?
Answer. It was very foggy.
Question hy the court. How fast was she oomnf"
Answer. About cight knots.
Question by the court. How long was it afier the s}up struck before
you got the anchor out? :
Answer Over half an hour. ‘ _
 Question by the court. Dld you kecp the lead going, running down
the coast ? : ' o
Answer. I did not.
Questlon by the court. How m'tny men composed your crew at thxs ‘
time ?
~ Answer. Over twenty ; I do not recollcct the precise number.
Question by the court. About what was the tonna ge of the Edith?
- Answer. Something over three hundred.’
Question by the court. At w hat time did you detcrm ne to abandon
the vessel 7

Answer. On Sunday the 26th of Auoust, T think.

- Question by the court. How long did thc men remain after you deter-
‘mined to give her up?

Answer. I think the men Welc landed on the evening of the 26th
or 27th. 4

- Question by the court. VVhat time did you land7

- Answer. I landed after everybody else had done so.

Question by the court. How fast. could she steam w 1thout sails under
ordmary circumstances? -

‘Answer. I think her average speed about six knots.

" Question by the court. Was that your ﬁrat scrvice in a bteamcr"

. Answer. No s1r, it was not.

Here the testimony of Mr. McCormick closed. His teatunony was
read over to him, and found correct. -

~ Passed midshipman A. F. Munroe was called and sworn. ' He brourrht'
in the log-book, and the chart by which the stcamer was navmated ‘
He said: I was on board the vessel a few days before she salled with
the understanding I was to do the duty of master; I was cxnploycd all
the spare time [ hiad, in getting instruments from the squadron by order
of Commodore Jones. We were in San Francisco twelve hours only
before sailing.” I made a requisition for the things T wanted, and show-
ed it to Commodore Jones. The Commodore designated ‘the vessels
from which I was to obtain the various instruments. I got the sextant
from the Fredonin; the chronometerand a draught of the coastona piece’
of tracing paper from ‘the United States clup Southampton ; several
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small articles, such as parallel rulers, dmders, &c., I wasobliged to do-
‘without. We went to sca, as I undcrstand from the most pressing
necessity, and had no time to procure more. We went out of the har-
bor at 8 or 9 a. m., on the 23d of Augu»t. Gomv out of the harbor 1
was obliged to attend to hoisting in boats and se(,urlnor the guns. In
the midst of these occupations I was called on to take the sun. When
the sun dipped, I foun(f the latitude several degrees out of the way.
The sextant was several degrees out of the way. The latitude thus
obtained was useless: this was not of great consequence, as we had
taken our departure a few hours before. It was a sextant I had used
“before: when last used, it was but twenty seconds out. - The sun was
not out again until ncarly 1 p. m.—not suflicient for me to take a second
meridian altitude. We did not see the sun again until after we went
ashore. About this time there was a thick fog along the whole coast.
I of course navigated the vessel by dead red\oninor There was a
current. of one knot and a half to the southvvard Taid down on the_
chart, along the coust where we ran. - |
~ In designating the position of the ehlp, I did not allow for one qua.rter
of this current as marked on the chart: if T had allowed it all, we should
have made land many miles to the northward. If there had been the
current as marked on the chart, we should have made the islund of San
Miguel on the starbourd hand on the night of the 24th of August. . The
Jatitude without current from the log, placea the vessel in lautude 34°
34' north. She was wrecked in latitude 34° 473’ north.
Question by the court. How did you keep your dead reckomng7
Answer. In the usual manner, by heaving the log regularly.
Question. Did you make the land after leavmor Qan F ranusco?
Answer. We did not. :
Question. What current did you allow per hour from the time you
left San Francisco, until you sent your reckoning in at meridian on the
24th?
Answer. I allowed enough to make it equal to half’ thc current mark-
ed on the chart: my ‘reason 2 for domrr so was, I'believed the thp to be
overlogged. :
Qucatlon. What variation did you allow ?
Answer. Between a point and a quarter and a pointand a ‘Thalf.
Question. Did you have any doubt as to your position? :
Answer. I had no doubt as to the reckoning but as to the current,
I had great doubts.. :
Question. Did you express to the commander any doubts as to the
propriety of running in the night?
Answer.. I did not. '
Question. If you had any doubts on the aub_]ect, would you ‘have.
expressed them to the commander? '
Answer. Under the circumstances, no, sir. My reasons are: 1st.
I did not consider the ship in such imminent danger as to call for any
interference or opinions. 2d. A difficulty on this same aubJect had
occurred on board the Fredonia a few days before. :
Question. When did you first consider the ship in danger?
Answer. When I first heard the breakers.
Question. 'What steps did you take to avoid that danger?
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.~ Answer. At 8 p. m. Lleutenant McCorm1ck directed me to send
in the reckomng as accurately as possible, as it was of great importance
to arrive at Santa Barbara early the next mormnrr——consequentiy torun
through the straits in the night. A government agent, Major Garnett,
was on board, and insisted on making the attempt of running through
the straits; it was a part of the contemplated arran«emems that the
vessel should arrive at Santa Barbara at daylight. Maj jor Garnett rep-
resented the coast as bold highland, discernable at a great distance.
‘The captain came on deck at about 8 p- m. on the 24th After 1
had sent in the reckoning, he said he would make the attempt to run
through the passage if he could see the land at the distance of a mile
or a mile and a half. We both thought we could see the land at that
distance.. We were mistaken ; as the fog was very thick and the night
very dark, we were apt to mlscalculale distances. 1 was aware that
danger m:ght exist, and was on the forecastle half of the time from
8 o’clock till a quarter before 10, at which time she struck.

The evidence was here read over to Mr. Munroe, and found correct.
The president here ‘adjourned the court unnl to-morrow, at 10 0 "clock
a.m. : -

- U.S. SLOOP-OF-WAR FarMouTH,
Port of Bemcza, Upper California, January 15, 1850

TUESDAY, 10 o’clock a. m.

" The court met pursuant to acljour nment. Present, the pres1dent
and all the members, and the Jjudge advocate.

‘The proceedings of yesterday were read over, and found correct.

Lieutenant McCormick appeared, and took his seat.

_Mr. Munroe continued his evidence: I came aft from the forecastle
‘at half-past 9, and, walking up and down the poop on the alert, I
‘thought I heard the sound of breakers about a point and a half on the
port-bow. ‘I went forward to listen, to get out of the sound of the
machinery. I asked the lookout if he had heard any such sounds? He
said no, he had not. I was so convinced that I heard the sound of
‘breakers in that direction, that I called the captam. Mr McCormick
~came out, and ordered the vessel kept off two points. We were run-
ning free under all sail, except the studding-sails, and under a low
pressure of steam. The captam went to the cabin, directing me to
‘use my judgment. - My impression is that the vessel was kept off under
the belief that we were near Point Conception. While the captain was
in the cabm, and when I was on the forecastle, we saw the surf on the
port-bow. The first surf reported was last heard on the port-quarter..
The surf now in sight was not seen until about two minutes before we
struck. -As soon as I discovered the surf, I ordered the vessel to be
kept off to the southward, and the propeller backed. In the mean
time the captain came out of the cabin at the sound of the danger, and
ordered the port-braces to be hauled in. Before the vessel answered
‘her belm or sails she was carried in by the swell of the sea, and struck
‘heavily. .

Question by the court. After the shlp struck What eﬁbrts were made
to extncate her? .
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Answer. We clewed up everythmg, sent men aloft to cut the ~alla
adrift, rigged a spar out on the quarter, hove a kedge out as far as
possible from the ship’s side, hove the hawser taut to the windlass;
tried this without avail two or three times, with two anchors. We
rigged spar-shores with the topmasts and the main-yard, with weights
on the ends, with the strongest ropes in the ship; rove tackle-falls, and
led them to the capstan and windlass. The surf was so high that,
with the pitching of the ship, the falls parted several times. "We or-
dered the engincer to put on the highest pressure of steam in backmg’.ﬂ

The engine “worked for twenty-four hours after -we grounded ; after
which 'we gave up all hopes of getting the vessel off, the sea striking
the vessel very heavﬂy, and forcing her up inch by inch on the Ia nd.
At about seven o’clock in the mornmtr I saw the land fm the first txrne,
at the diztance of about half a cable’s lenoth. '

Question by the court. How was she hcadmcr when ehc first struck"
~ Answer. I cannot state premsely, there was no quartermaster Lttt,_
_but I believe about ESE.

Question. Had you any caxlm«-mstruchm on board the Eduh ior
the coast of California? _

- Answer. None, SiT. , ' :

Question. Had you any chart on ‘board with soundmrrs mar ked on it
in the vicinity of Point Conception?

‘Answer. We had none, sir. I recollect the captain and myself
searching for charts, for information on that pmnt _ ‘

" Question. After the ship grounded, did every man and ofh( er on
board use his best efforts Lo “extricate her—obey promptly the orders
they received, and deport themselves in a proper and becoming manner?

Answer. 1 believe they used every effort and obeyed all orders, and
deported themselves in a proper and becoming manner.

Here the cvidence of Mr. Munroe closed on the part of the court. -

Question by Lieut. McCormick. State to the court what was the con-
‘duct of Lieut. McCormick, the commanding officer.

Aunswer. He was perfectly cool and collccted there was no ev u]cnce
of any feeling except that of regret that the shlp had struck, and a great
anxiety to get her off.  He waus the last one to abandon. the idca of
getting the ship afloat again. He did not leave the ship himself or send
his' effects until the men and oﬁlcera had left the shlp w 1th their
baggage. =

Midshipman E. O. Carnes was then called and sworn. He said:

We sailed from Sancilito about daylight on the morning of the 23d
of August. We were occupied all the morning of that d'ly bending
sails and getting the ship ready for sea. We were running down the
‘coast, as I under~ldnd by having seen the chart and the manner we were
stecring. -We werc. OCCUplcd all the 23d in getting the ship ready for
sea, bendmcr sails, sending up roval and Ql\}-adll y.xrda. ‘On the morn-
ing of the 24th we had all the sails bent and sct, includipg the port stucl-
dmcr-sa ils. - During these two days there was a thick fog, and no ob-
‘servation had been taken, to my knowledge. At 8'p. m. on the 24th,
¥ believe the course was given ESE., as by the chart we supposed
ourselves to be a little to the southward and westward of Point Concep-
tion. I understood that we were to haul up one more point at 9 p. m.
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What happened after that I do not know, for between the hours of Sand 9
p- m. 1 turned in. I was awoke by the vesscl striking, and at the same
time I was called by Mr. Monroe, who told me that the vessel was
ashore. 'When I reached the deck the men were clewing up the sails,
‘and the surf was striking heavily against the starboard counter, and
caused the ship to labor <o violently that it was considered dangerous
to go aloft and furl the sails. The engine was bucking from the time
I went on deck ; and shortly after the sails were clewed up, the kedge
bwas brought from forward and rigged out on the port quarter by means
of a studding-sail boom, with a hawser bent to it, and let go: brought
the hawser forward to the capstan through a chock on the bows, and
hove it through the same to the bows, instead of moving the ship. It
was taken aft again in the same manner: this time it held. I (I])o not
‘remember whether the stream anchor was let go at this time or later,
but all hands were sent 10 the capstan and used all efforts to heave the
ship off; the engine backing at the same time with its utmost power, but
it was of no avail. Nothing further was done that I remember, until day-
light, when we discovered land & short distaince ahead of us, the vessel
being driven up on the sand-beach. We then commenced preparing two
spars for spar-shores, by lashing iron bars to their heels: they were got
over the side on each side between the fore -and- main masts, inclining
afi, and a penant-tackle iashed to the head of each spar, and hooked on
somewhere between the fore and main masts; the falls were led through
leading blocks to the capstan and windlass, and to the same the hawser
of the two anchors, and all of them hove upon.  One of the penant-
tackles parted, and soon after both spars got adrift and were washed
ashore on the beach.
[Here the conrt took a recess for half an hour, at the end of which
it met again.] ‘

‘Jn the mcan time, ¥hile they were getting the spars ready, we
fired several guns, with the hope of bringing some of the in-
habitants, if there were any, to us. What wus done immediately
after the spars got adrift I do not remember; but about noon the cap-
tuin determined to cut away the masts, fearing that they would thump
a hole through her bottom, (as he expressed it.) The masts were cut
away, and the hawsers kept as taut as possible, in hopes that, by
lightening and the engine backing, and the hawsers being hove upon,
she would go astern. A little betore sundown the engineer reported to
the captain that it was impossible to work the engine without en-
dangering the ship. A short time after that the captain ordered the
engine to be stopped, and all hope of saving the ship was given up.
A short time after that it was discovered that the vessel was leaking
badly, and she had become firmly fixed in the sand, on her port side.
After dark the fires were put out and the stcam let off; everybody
turned in except the watch for the night.  The next morning, at day-
light, more guns were fired ; a boat was launched; a hawser and kedge
weic taken aShore and planted,. @ hawser hove taut in-board, and
a.travelling-chair rigged on the hawser, by which means persons got
on shore. At this time Major Garnett and myseclf left the wreck, under
orders to discover a habitation. | |
- Question by the court. After the ship grounded, did every man and
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| ofﬁccr on bo'n'd use hl:s best efforts to C\tru-nto hcr, obov ptompﬂ} the |
“orders they rccmvcd, and dr'port thunwlvca na, pmpcr and- becommg )
manner? - . : .

“Answer. Yes, sir, thev dld : I ‘
- Question’ by " Licut. Me Conmd«. St 0 to tho ‘court \Vhd.t ‘was. the .
- conduct of tlu, cnmmamlmg «)ﬂuccr, Lieut. \lLCormlck on thc nwht of
" the wreck. | . - : . ‘
Answer. Porfectly cool collectu], .md pmmpt. .
 Question. Did- you. I\ecp the reckoning of the shlp7 if so, had you"
" any doubt of the position of the ship?. '
- Answer. I kept the rc *ckonmg by pro](-ctm“ on the dmrt tho cor-
‘rected course and dhtal’l(_c. I lmd not tlm lmhtmt «luubt of tho po~1- :
tion of the ship. . : .

Qumtcm. Did " \nu and Mr. ’\Iumou work out mm-thcr, .md (]ld-

Cyour work agree? ‘

Answnr.,\Vc did, and it dld agree. - . S

~Here the evidence of” Mr. Curies (.Io~(~d - His c\'i'dencc' .wasi'cz;d
over 1o him, and it was found correct. o S

- Muster’s mate A, J. \Imclmu.sc was ("111( & in and sworn. -He smids
‘EXV(, left Sancilito on'the morning. of the 23d of August, V_e.‘l_nlnd‘vc'r'y. )
“thick, theey weather—so muc-h 0 that we hid o nlMlv ition.”. On the
: 24th of .-\nrru~t, at 10 p. m., she struck. W hcn I came on_deck, the
. (nphnn, \h' Mumoc, and \I.uur (mrnott, were there. . The hrat ordnr I
~heird was, to back the engiue, o let go everything, and clew up every-
~thing. ' T went forward. ‘We then got a l\cdgc out’ over the quarter,

hove tyut ‘the hawser, which -did ‘no- good.. ~ The ‘next ‘morning_we
. got'spars on each side, to ac¢t. as spurs; that did no good We!
cut awiay the. m.x~t~, after this failed. The engine 'wa ull this tlme,
b.u.l\ms_'. Cutlmw away the masts did no good 3t l)(fhtcnvd her, and
~she went further on shore. “We then. W the” 1:npn~~11nlnlv of getting
her off. . 'We got a boat out, W hich was: S\wmpcd ¢ln11«r~ulc' we. th(.n‘.
Lum(,hccl another, and ~uv(,ecdcd in tal\mg a'line a~}mw, nmdc, one end-
. fast on shore and the other on: bourd; rigge d o trayelling-stage, by
‘which means the men got on shore.. The men left the ship on the: 251h
- From this time every Lff)rt wis- made o’ save . the public’ property
S we got snils, rigging, guns, 51()1’)-(,1()111111(’, pmvmon 3 g\c., on shoxc '
and placed them under tents. 3

‘Question by th(, court. Afier ﬂw. lup str uck, dxd eV mv man and;'
~officer on board use his best efforts to extricate hvr, 01)( 'V pmmplh the -
~orders thicy wwxved, .xnd dcpm't thcubc]vc» it pxopc and bccornmf'.'
' m.mncr' _ . : | . '
Amwcr. Yes, sir, thov dld S TR TR
- 'Question. Do’ you know that any, lex ‘d,‘ 'ivas.'.'lloxro', from the time of
"‘lea\ ing port. until the vessel struck? . Lo '
‘ An~\vcr 1 dn not khow tlmt there was' qm .o ,

Here the evidence closed on the part of thc court. . ‘ '
- 'Question by Lieut. \IcCorrmd\. What wus the: Londuct of the com- ‘
manding officer on the night of ‘the’ wrocl\ C : 5
Anawcr. Cool and wllvcted and did 4]l in his pmvcr to rrct hcr oﬂ
Here his cv:d(‘ncc was read over to him, and’ was found cm‘re(:t. :
‘Mr. Mun,rpc wus here xccalled on. th(, part of ‘\lr. McCormwk
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Qucwon by Lieut. McCormlck D:d you boord a pllOt-bO'Lt soon.
. ‘aftc r we were wrec,ked ? xf so0, what statement dld he make about h1a;
‘recroning? :
Answer. Yes, sir, I boardcd a pxlot-bo'tt dbout a mile oﬂ' the wr eclx.' ‘
.. The captain’ said he expected to have been in- the latitude of ‘Point .
-Conception;- he found a norther ly current: along the coast.” The pilot-
boat was bound fromn Sin Francisco to Santa Barbara. His ob~erva-f
tion placed him fificen miles to the northward of . Point-Conception.
‘The court here: ad_]ourncd to meet. on W cdne~ddy, Janu.try lb 'lt
wlOoclock a. m., ; ‘ . , . :

B S X s\LOOP'uF-\VAR FALMOL-TH, |
I’mt (_;f Bfnma, U Upper. Cul{/orma, Jcmuar J 16, 18-30

W ED\ESDAY, 10° o’clock n. m. -

The cnurt met pursuant to the adjournment. of yesterday. Preﬁent, :
‘ the preeldcnt and all the members, ‘and the judge advocate. -
Lieut. McCormick. 1ppc.1r(,d anid took his seat. ' ,
* Licut  McCormick submitted. to. the cormdcranon of the court the.
,docurm.nt herewith annexed, and mirked E. . N
. The court decided to receive the lnrr-bool\ (h.trt, ~mlmo'-m~truct10ns, ‘
“and, a copy of a letter from the houorablc 'l B. I\mg, hcre\\ ith an-
- nexed, and marked F and G.-
‘ 'lhe Commodorc ‘clerk, J. A. Qhorburn, was c'tlled 1nto court and :
 sworn. 'He said that the documcnt\ nmrkcd F and G were tl uc COplC--
. irorn the originals..
ghc court a(ljourncd at 14; 0 clock P rn., to meet to-mort ow dt 10
ocka.m. C L

~

' ' B L. Q. .\Loop-or-wAn FALMOLTH, L
I’wt qf Bcnzcm, Lp]m Culs _/urnw, Janum J 17, 1850

THURSDAY, 100 docl rz. m. .

_ The court ‘met pursuant to, .nl]onrnment of yester da.y Prcscnt, the.
' _piealdent, all the members, and the _]ud"v advocate. Co

.. The proceedmg« of vcmtmdav were read; and found corrc-c't.- .

. After a mature dchbcmlmu, thc court tound thc qccoxnpzm ying rc-'
port. o
' Thc court adjourncd to meet: to-morrow at 11 0 clock a. m. -

U. S, N,oop—OF-WAR F AL\'IODTH, o
urt oj Blmua, Junu(u _/ 18 1800

FmDAY 11 o'clock u. me

. Thc court met pursu.mt to mhournment of yc~terd.1v= Pres'en't, _the
’ ‘prccldcnt and all the members, und the ]udfrc advocate,” .

. The. procccdmg~ of 3c~terd.w were read, “and found correct,

. The report of the couirt Was sent back. by the comtmander-in-chief.
" The court,, after. mature dchbcr.ntlou, 1L\|~Ld thcu' tmdmm ot ves tcr-‘
"dav, and made the .nccompanv ng'report.

The couxt adJoumcd atdo (.look ‘prm.
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The court of inquiry convened under an order of Thomas Ap C. Junes,
commanding the United States naval forces in the Pacific ocean, dated.
January 7, 1850, to inguire into the loss of the United States steam pro-
peller Edith, under the command of Licutenant James Mc Cormick, having
duly examined all the cvidence offercd tn the case, make the following -
report : _ ' :

"That about the 13th of August, 1849, it became nccessary to the
public welfare of the community of California that a vessel should be
despatched to Santa Burbara, a port to the southward of Sun Francisco,
and that she should return again with as little delay as possible.  The
steam propeller Edith, then recently transterred to the Pacific squadron, -
offered a1s the most desirable vessel.  She was undergoing repairs, and
it was supposed that, with extraordinary exertions, she might be fitted:
ont in season to make the desired trip and return within the limited
time. With this view she was placed under the command of Licut.
James McCormick, officered and manned, and taken out of the hands
of the mechunics at work upon her.  She left Suncilito on the morning
of the 23d of August. At this time the sails were not ull bent, the
guns were not secured, nor the boats hoisted in—a necessary conse-
quence of the hurried manner in which the duty had been carried for-.
ward. - Immediately upon getting to sea, fogs were encountered, so.
dense and uninterrupted that no observation could be made to determine
accurately the position of the vessel during the run: the best chart of
the coast on board, fhe mere tracing of a shore-line of coast, never
properly surveyed or systematically delineated. ' With a leading wind,
the vessel was run to the southward under the united action of’ steam
and sails. A reckoning was kept by regularly heaving the log, correct-
ing the course by the usual allowances for the variations of the cotnpass,
and projecting them with the distances on the chart.  On the Svening
of the 24th ot August, us the vessel was supposed to be drawing near
Point Conception, an extra degree of attention was very properly
bestowed upon the reckoning, and the position of the vessel at S p. n1.
calenlated by the Acting Master Munroe and Midshipman Carnes,
whose respective results bore a remarkable agreement m placing her
a few miles sonth of the parallel of Point Conception, at a distance of
ten or twelve miles.  Shortly betore this time t%lc studding-sails had-
been taken in, and under the force of all her square sails and of stcam
the vessel was making about cight knots, heading ESE. At this time’
Licutenant McCormick had a consultation with the master as to the pro-
priety of running under existing circumstances.  They were iullu_‘vu(:(__-df
1n doing so by the consideration of the immportance of’ despateh, their con-
fidence in their position, the assurances they bad received that the land
about Point Conception, which they expected to miake, was high, fmd
the water steep too, and the impression of* both that at such @ time
they could distinguish objects at a distance of a mile and a half. At
this time the conrse was changed to E. by 8., the wind being still at
NW., and the officer of the deck was vigilaut in visiting the forecastle
himself. At about a quarter past 9 p. m., the sound of breakers was -
heard on the port-bow; the helm was put to port and the commander
called, who was soon upon deck.”  As the vessel paid off to the south-
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ward 1ho port-braces were hauled in, to aid her iu hau]mrr off shore.
Soon after breakers were seen on the starboard bow, and in two minutes
more, or in about twenty minutes from first hearing the breakers, the
vessel struck. The engine was immediately reversed with the greatest
power, and from this p(,nod till the wreck was abandoned every effort
practicable appears to have been made, cither to get the vessel off shore,
or, when that hope was abandoned, to save publlc property. - After the
vessel struck, it appears that every officer and mun used his best
efforts to extricate her; that every person promptly obeyed all orders,
and deported themsclves in a becoming manner. It was subsequently
ascertained she had gone on shore 'in latitude 34° 47’ 30” north, on a
sterile and uninhabited part of the coast, where no assistunce could be
PI‘O\ld(‘d or t1'1n~port1uon found, by Lmd or water, for heavy articles.
‘"The court are of opinion-that the conduct of Licutenant McCormivk
has been marked, during the whole period of his command, by energy
and .11)111t\"- aud that, irom the time the Edith got ou shore until the
wreck was abandoned, he remained cool and collcte 'd, preserving the
dN.xplmc of the crew, and making use of all the resources within hls
rcach for the preservation of the vessel and property. |
~ And the court are of oplmou that no further proceedings be had in
this case. : ‘
' T. PE’TIGRU,‘ ‘,
President of the Court.
J. W. CURTIN,
o _ ' - Judge Advocate.
Jaxvary 19, 1850. '

THOS. AP C. J()\l“

» | ¢ ummrmr[u-m—chu/ Puc /lc quadron.

Approved and concurred in.

U. 8. Qmop-m- -W’AR FAL\IOLTH,
- DLort of Benicia, Saturdm 1Yy J/lmmry 19
The court met pursaant to the adjournment. . Prc*~cnt, the president,
‘all the members, and the judge advocate.
The order of the comminder-in-chief was read, approving the find-
ing of the court, and (]|~~()l\'xnrr aid court, when the court was declared

dlS:O]V(_‘d by the president. _
‘ J. W.CURTIS,
Judge Advocate.

A.

U. 8. SreEaM-PROPELLER Ebprrm,
August 26, 1849.
Sir: I am under the pamful nceessity of rcportin(r this vessel on
Point Conception.
-On Friday night Lht, at ncar 10 o’clock, surf was dlewvcrcd close
aboard. All haste was u~cd to alter th(, coursc, but without avuiling
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an}tluna She struck frequently and he wly, but, the bottom being
sand, she was a long time before any leak was made.  Yesterday, find-
ing it impossible to get off, and she now having three feet of water in
her, 1 thought it prudent to cut away the matt~. In the afternoon she
leaked =o fast that both the pumps and the engine-pump could not keep
her free.

I shall now, ina few moments, de~pat(.h Mr. Carnes with \L:;or Gar-
nett to arrange an express to carry this.  This I hope you will con-
sider only the announcement of this disaster.  'When I have time, I
will draw up a more detailed report. I will proceed to get on shore
all that I can. I think there is only a remote hope that the vessel might
be saved by the use of the balsa, now on board the Fredonia.  We
have now under the stern about ten feet of water—at the bow cn to
scven; but it is rather low tide.

If she were got off, she might be towed to some port to thc south-.
ward, and ropmrcd provided the balsa could be kept under her.  The
boiler and engines can be got out by the use of the above article. T
think she may be considered a wreck.

I suppose you will expect to hLear how those under my command
acted. I huve only to'say, well.  They have obeyed all orders cheer-
fully and with alacrity. As for myself, [ am "rmtlv mortified at the
result; but I am cheered by the khowledge of “havi g done my duty,
and nuthm(r but circumstances over which I have no control brought
about this disaster. We had no sun, and from that circumstance lmd
to depend on dead rec koning. I considered mysclf in the middle of
‘the passage.

I supposc it would scem out of the way to appear ovor-rondv in asking
that the Ioss may be made the subject of investigation before a proper
court ; but I do ask i Inquiry, and as soon as poss sible.

I Liwve no time to write more now, as I wish to despatch Mr. Carnes
to Santa Barbara, and then go on with the duty of discharging.

Very respe ctiully, &e.,
JAS. McCORMICK,
. Licutenant U. S. N,

Comm odore Tnoe. Ar C. JoxEs,

(,ummundcr-m-clug I’ac: ie. Sth(bon.

-B.

- Near Point CoxcerTION,
Latitude 34° 47" N., August 29, 1849,

Sik: OnFr ud.xv morning Major Garnettand Mr. Carnes returned, after
a fruitless search Tor a rancho.” Soon after their return I gotready and
started myself, and, alter most of the day spent in scarch, 1 caine on
the runcho of Don Hosca, who treated me with great kindness, and 1=
now making arrangements for the transmission of Fthis note.

I have, as yet, had no time todraw up an official account of this dls-
aster. I am now sorry to say that the vesselis a perfect loss, a wreck.
Some of the machinery can b(. saved, but I fear not enough to pay the
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‘expense of tra.nsportauon. I am stlll endeawormg to get the eng n on
 shore. ;
1 find, upon mquu'y, that ‘to tran=p01"t 1h1nfrs in carts is out of the '
queatlon, as' the sands are light, and whcels “with any great - we;ght )
would sink té the hub. It is my opinion, that the only chance of get-
‘ting av'thmg away from here is by water, and. a 'steimer would be
the most suitable vessel. The surf is gcncrdlly high, dnd so much so -
as to make it dangerous for a boat to venture throuwh it. ‘
'W ¢ are all well, and as comfortable as cu'c,urnatancec wﬂl 'Ldmxt.
Very reapectf'ully, &e., .-
y . J AMES McCOR\IICK o
, ' ' S Lecutcﬂant Unztcd btazr's Aaz, J
: Commodore THOS. AP C JO\ES, o
: Cammamlcr'm-chzqf I’acy’ic Sguadmn. CoLT

'P.S —I thmk some hcavy qrtnclea mlght be got oﬁ' by using thc balaa ;
“but whatever is déne ought to be. done qulcl\ly, as thc ﬁrst ga_le wxll tear ‘
) the hull mto plCCEa. S :

J 1\IcC
c

o S NEAR Pot\:'r CO\CEPTIO‘I, _ '
W? cck of the “E(Zz[h 7 Latitude34° 47' N., September 17,1849..

~ Sm: Tt has becotme my painful duty to report the wreck of the Dmtcd
States steam propeller. Eduth, under my command, at the place indi-
“cated.at the he 1d of this repnrt. From the time we took our departure -
: fmm S(m Francisco, we were unab]e to get any observation, from the -
“very dense fog that prevailed and continued - till after the wreck, The "
"chart we received from the United States store-ship. Qnutlmmptnn was -
a tracing, supposed by us to coitain the most reliuble information of the’
coast, and currents along it. .On the chart’ referred to, a current ‘wis
indicated of one Inot aml @ kalf 10.the southward per hour, which is-
totdlly incorrect, as we did not experience more than one-third ‘of that’
amount. Being sure ofthe course and speed of the vessel, I relied: on’
the' correctness: of the chart. " I I\ncw the great nn\mty fclt for:'the
‘speedy accomplhhmcnt of the mission on' which I was sent. - It  was
‘even considered. almost of’ vital i nnpnrtnn( ¢ to the preservation of our.
mnational Union that the delegates of the converition might be got together
as specdily as ossﬂ)le, and form a constitution, tor’ Caldmma. ~ With
.confidence on the one hﬂnd, and the 1mpormuce of’ .1y . mission on the
~other, I had no ho»xtauon n ca.rrymg rny m~trucnona \wth the greatest:
posaxblc speed. . :
On. Friday nng‘ht, Aun'ust 24th, ‘at near 10 o clock p m., we heard‘
Uthe surf, and kept off two points. I then returned to.the cabin to look .
“at a chart and sece if I could find out the depth of water near the shore,
which is generally represented. as bold. Whilst so occupied, I was
called and told that the surf was in sight. I ran on deck, saw the
surf, | guve orders to-stop the. enmne and to back, and then as apeedlly*‘
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as possible to clew up the sails, the stcamer being under royals; but
long before the latter order could be executed, the vessel was in the*
rollers and thumping heavily, so as to make it at times difficult to keep
on our feet, and each successive roller taking us further on. The propel-
ler, although under a very high pressure of steam, had no effect. We
got our heaviest kedge aft on the quarter, and, by means of a spar rigged
out, threw it clear of the vessel, and then took the hawser to the cap-
stan. : :

In the morning I began to unbend sails and to get the yards down, -
although the men had difficulty in keeping on the yards; and one man
did fall, but was fortunately but little hurt. o

We took the main-yard and top-mast and rigged spar-shores of them,
using the heaviest rope we had for tackle-fulls, with the hope that by
backing and heaving we might get off as the tide rose; but the rolling
motion occasioned by the sea parted the tackle-fulls.  Our object was
to prevent the vessel from working on shore whilst we lightened her.
These eftorts were made on the ebb-tide, with the hope that, by light-
ening the vessel, we might get off ‘at high water. All these cfforts -
proving incffectual, and the ship having commenced leuking rapidly, .
I ordered the masts to be cut away. '

On Sunday, 26th, we hoisted out the surf-boat, planted a kedge on
shore, and hove taut to the bowsprit the rope attached to it. On this
rope a traveller was placed in order to disembark persons, stores, &c.
The surf-boat went on shore well enough. but was got alongside again
with difficulty and soon filled. It was now found that our only hope
of saving any property would be to send it on shore by said line. On
thiz day I gave up all hope of saving the hull. o

To-day Major Garnett, of the United States army, and Midshipman -
Carnes, went in scarch of a rancho.  On "Tuesday they returned, after
their fruitless cffort. I then went myself, taking a man, and after a
long tramp I came to the rancho of Don José Carvillo. It being near
night, and four leagues from the vessel, I remained until morning.  To
this gentleman I am indebted for many kindnesses.  He furnished me
with horses to send my despatch tw Nepoma, informing you of this
disaster. _

It would be uscless to go on giving you a daily account of our doings
after this time ; but we exerted ourselves to save public property. T
enclese you herewith a list of articles saved. .

I cannot close this report without expressing my thanks to Major
Garnett for his generous’ co-operation with me in my difficultics.

The officers and crew under my commaud exccuted every order
with the utimost alacrity and good-will.
1w, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant,

JAS. McCORMICK,
Licutenant United States Navy.
Com. Tros. Ap C. Joxes,
Commander-in-chicf Pucific Squadron.
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‘ .A'r THE \VRECI\ OF 'rm: U. S. bTEA\l PROPELLER “EDIT}{.’? o
’\uzr Point. Conccptwn, Cali fornia, August 29, 1849,

_ Qm Xou wxll receive, with this communication, Lleutcnant Mc Cor--‘
‘mch\’ official announcement of the wreck at this pliace of the vessel -
~under his command, on the night of the 24th inst. 'As I presume that |
this unfortunate accident will, be the subject of a dctmled official report.
from the commanding officer, it would ‘probubly be improper for me ..
here to enter into any - of ‘the particuluars of the event; ‘but I Jeem it to
“be a duty:which I owe to all concerned here, to. 1ecord my willing tes-
timony to the good conduct and indefutigable ‘exertions which were dis-"
, pLWLd b) all through the trying cxrcum%ancm ‘of this disaster. o
"Nothing - short of a. steamer and the India-rubber “camels” can -
: aﬂ"ord us cfﬁc1ent assistance, in my opinion.: 'We are as.inaccessible,
‘almost, - by lund as by water; _bemrr hemmed in on the: ‘one gide . by
‘cand kills, impassable to wheels, and on'the other by @ perpetual surt.
I have the onor to be, w 1th frleat rc~pec,t, your obedient ~ervant,
".. N "R. S. GARNETT,
| | " Bt qu/oz Umtcd Slatcs ‘irm J
Com. THOS. AP C JO\E>, US. N,
C'ommandc; —m-c/ug v. é. Aazal F orces m the Pacy’ ic, éc. |

UNITED czm’rns qHIP F. ALVIOUTH, ;
‘ Oﬁ' Buncza, Janua'rj 16 1830
: Ur. Pre-sldl'llf and <rcntlﬂmcn of the camt. '

‘T wigh to ~ubm1t the 10ﬂ-bool\ char t, alhnrr-m~tructlons, anrl a lcttel,
from the Hon. Thos. Butlc*r King; to be made a part of the -ihvestiga- -
tion, to show the urgency of my mfll\mrﬂhqtte to carry my orders into .

effect with all p0==1blc eXpedition, the domrr of which, 1(,d to the IOas of |
the United States steam propeller Bdlth T

-1 am, res pccttullv &c.,
, JA S. .ICCOR\IICK
. Lzeutcnant U S. Navy /

FLAr'-<mP Omo, Sr/n f/urzcvsro, Aurrust 2 1849

Sy As séonas the Edith is in condition to go to seu; you will -
yeceive on bo.srd Mjor (mrur :tt, of the. anm and proceed with him to

San Diego, and such other ports between San Frandisco and Sun Diego -
'd-_ .\Lgor Garnett may - designate, for the purpose of conveying. lix(,
‘mernbers elect’ from thr southiern districts ‘of Californin, to the N(m, ..
convention which js 10 convene ut Monterey on the first duy uf Sep-
tember.
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Although it is not practicable for the Edith to make the trip within
the remaining eight days before the convention meets, you will not, on
that account, remit in your excrtions to get back to Monterey with the
least possible delay. -

Should you not find me at Monterey, nor reccive other instructions
from me, you will call on General Riley, or the commanding officer at
that place, for a number of convicted soldicrs whom General Riley has
called on me for transportation to the Atlantic States, and whom you
will bring to this port for passage in the Obio. I shall expect you back
within three weeks from this day.

Very respectfully,
_ THOS. AP C. JONES,
Commandcr-in-chicf Pacific Squadron.

Lieut. Com. James McCorMick, §e.

Truc copy. Test:
: JOSEPH A. SHERBURN,

Commmodore’s Clerk.

G.
Sax Fraxcisco, August 13, 1549.

Ste: In carrying into effect the views and policy indicated in the
letter of the Secretary of the Navy, which I had the honor to deliver
to you on my arrival in this place, it has become necessary that I
request you to despatch the stcamer Edith, as soon as practicable, to
San Diego, touching at the intermediate ports, and to return to Monterey
by the 1st proximo. ,

Please to have her supplied with stores, &c., to accommodate some
twenty persons in her cabin. As she is now, I am informed, under-
going repairs, I must beg that you will not hesitate to employ such
torce as will insure her being ready for sca, it possible, by Saturday-
next.

I have the honor to be, with very great respect and esteem, your

most obedient servant,
: T. BUTLER KiNG.
Com. T. Ar C. JonEs, §c., §z., §e.

True copy. Test:
JOSEPH A. SHERBURN,

Commodore’s Clerk.

‘H.

Navy DerarrsmenT, Aprd 2, 1849,
Sm: This will be handed to you by the Hon. T. Butler King, if
there should be, in his opiniuy, occasion for so doing. The obiect
0

~
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of this letter is to impress upon you the desire of the President that
you shrmld, in all matters connected with Mr. King’s mission, aid and
assist him in carrying out the views of the government, as expressed in
his instructions from the Department of State, and that you should be
guided by his advice and counsel in the conduct of all proper measures
within the scope of those instructions.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

' - WM. BALLARD PRESTON.
Com. THos. Ap C. JoNEsS,
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Pacific ocean.

A true copy of the original.
M. PATTERSON JONES,
United States Navy.

Navy DeparTMENT, April 3, 1849.

Sir: It 1s important that the Hon. T. Butler King and the gentlemen
forming his party should meet with the least possible delay on their
way to Calitornia. You will therefore be pleased to afford them every
possible facility your ship will afford to convey them to their place of
destination.

I am, respectfully, your nbedient servant, .
‘WM. BALLARD PRESTON.

To the Commanpineg OFFICER of the Pacific Squadron,
Or the CoMmMANDER of any single ship who may be at Panama.

A true copy of the original letter.
M. PATTERSON JONES,
' United States Navy.

U. 8. Steamer Edith, James McCormick, Lieutenant Commanding.

Sax Francisco, Wednesday, June 20, 1849.

Commences with light breezes from the westward, and pleasant. At
10 a. m., the steamer Edith was turned over from the quartermaster’s
department to the navy; lieutenant James McCormick taking com-
mand. Master’s mate A. J. Morchouse reported for duty. Received by
the Warren’s boat 12 casks of bread. Ends with light airs, and pleasant.

‘ A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SAN Francisco, Thursday, June 21, 1849.

Commences with light breezes, and clear. Received by the Warren’s
beat 22 casks of bread. Ends with moderate breezes from the west-

ward, and clear.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.
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San Francisco, Friday, Junc 22, 1849.

Commences with light variable breezes, and clear. Received by the
Warren’s boat 25 kegs of paint, 44 bales of mattresses, 7 casks of
bread. Ends with clear weather. Joha C. Varran, engineer, came on
board. - ‘

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

San Fraxcisco, Saturday, June 23, 1849.

- Commences with moderate breezes from the westward, and pleasant.
Received by the Warren’s and Southampton’s boats 6 bales of mat-
tresses, 35 bales of blue cloth trousers, 27 coils rope, 1 dozen iron
shovels, 46 boat’s oars. Ends with moderate breczes, and clear.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

San Francisco, Sunday, June 24, 1849.

Commences with moderate breezes from the southward and west-~
ward, and cloudy. From meridian to midnight fresh breezes and hazy
weather. John Eaton, (officer’s steward,) and George W. Combs, (of-
ficer’s cook) came on board from the Warren. The American ship
Philadelphiu took fire and burnt up. Ends with moderate breezes, and
cloudy.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sax Francisco, Monday, June 25, 1849.

Commences with light breezes and misty weather. Received on
bourd 21 coils of rope, 1 spare fore and main top-mast and main-yard.
Delivered to the Warren 10 coils ot rope. Received from the Warren
for ship’s use 1 barrel containing 27 gallons of whiskey, 1 barrel con-
taining 10 gallons of molasses. John Davis (quartermaster) came on
board {rom the Warren. Ends with light air, and pleasant.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sax Fraxcisco, Tuesday, June 26, 1849.

Commences with moderate breezes from the westward, and clear;
wind freshening after meridian. Received on board from the South-
ampton 3 barrels beef, 3 do. pork, 1 do. butter, 1 do. rice, 1 do. dried"
apples, 1 do. vinegar, 1 keg pickles, 1 box cheese, 1 do. soap, 1 do.
candles. [Ends with light breezes, and clear, pleasant weather.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

San Francisco, Wednesday, June 27, 1849.

Commences with light breezes, and pleasant. Delivered to the War-
ren 2 coils of Manilla rope. Received on board 2 sacks of flour, 1 do.
beans, 1 do. coffee, 1 do. sugar, for ship’s use. Delivered to Messrs.
Moffat & Co. 1 ton of hard coal, by order of R. M. Price, navy agent.
Ends with light, variable breezes, and clear.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

. Sax Francisco, Thursday, June 28, 1849.
Commences with moderate breezes from ths westward, and pleasant.
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At 7.30 got up steam, but did not succeed in shipping the shafi; had to
make sail, and stood for Sancilito, under topsails, jib and spanker. At
2.30 came to with the starboard anchor; veered to 25 fathoms cable;
furled sails; the Warren’s 4th cutter assisting us. Delivered to the
Warren 7 coils of Manilla rope, 1 bule mattresses, and 2 kegs powder.
Delivered to Licutenant Ringgold, for surveying duty, onc boatand sails, |
two oars, and two boat-hooks. Ends with light breezes, and cleur,
pleasant weather. ,
- A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxciiro, Friday, June 29, 1849.

These twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the westward, and passing
clouds. Employed repairing the engine.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SaXciuiro, Suturday, June 30, 1849.

- All these twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
cloudy. Engincers employed repairing the engine.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SanciLiro, Sunday, July 1, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from' the westward, and
clear, plcusant weather.
B ) : .

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxciuiro, Monduy, July 2, 1849.

First part of these 24 hours light, variuble breczes; latter part fresh
breezes, and clear, pleasant weather.  Transferredto this ship from the
Warren Wm. H Duncan, boatswain’s mate, and Andrew Srnith,
sailmaker’s mate. The United States mail-steamer Oregon came down
from San Francisco, and anchored near us. At 8 the Oregon went to

sea.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciiro, Tuesday, July 3, 1349.

- First part of thesc twenty-four hours light air; latter part moderate
breezes and pleasant. At 9 a. m. got up our anchor, and went nearer
inshore; but the wind freshening, we dragged out nearly to our old berth;
veered to 25 fathoms on the port-chain; expended 2 coils 33-inch Manilla
rope for tow-lines for this ship. - )

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SanciLito, Wednesday, July 4, 1849.

First part of these twenty-four hourslight air; latter part fresh breezes
from the westward, clear and pleasant weather. At sunrise fired a gun
and hoisted the colors; suspended all labor; fired a gun at sunset.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SanciLrro, Thursday, July, 5, 1849.
All these twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward and
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clear. Employed repairing the engine and cleaning it. At sunset three
men, passengers from the Danish ship ————, which was stranded on
the couast, came on board, and took pussage in our boat to San Fran-
cisco.

A. J. MOREHOURSE.

Saxcivrro, Friday, July 6, 1849.
First part of these twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the west-
ward; latter part light, variuble airs, and pleasant. An American
burque and brig came in and anchored near us.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sa~civito, Saturday, July 7, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the westward, and
clear, pleasunt weuather. Employed repairing engine.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxcirrro, Sunday, July S, 1849.
All these twenty-four hours light variable breczes, and clear weather.

) A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxciviro, Monday, July 9, 1849.

First part of these twenty-four hours light, variable airs; latter part
moderatc breezes from the westward, and clear, pleasunt weather.
Unbent the topsails and unrove the gear. A Hamburgh brig arrived.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saw~citito, T'wesday, July 10, 1849,

All these twenty-four hours light, variable breezes and clear, pleasant
weather; weighed our anchor and warped the ship in ncarer the
shore. The bu-que Louisiana went to sca.

: A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciuiro, FFednesday, July 11, 1849.

First part of these twenty-four hours light airs; latter part modcrate
breezes from the westward, and clear, pleasant weather. Employed

cleaning the engine.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxciuiro, Thursday, July 12, 1849.

First part of these twenty-four hours light, variable airs; latter part
moderate breezes from the westward, and clear, pleasant weather.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sa~ciLiro, Friday, July 13, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward,
and clear. A thick fog cowming in from sea and hanging on the mount-
ain above us.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.
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Sancivrro, Saturday, July 14, 1849.

First part of these twenty-four hours light, variable breezes; latter
part moderate breezes from the westward, and clear. Blowing in fresh

puﬂ's through the night.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciuiro, Sunday, July 15, 1849.
All these twenty-four hours moderate breczes from the westward,
and first part cloudy; latter part clear.
' A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SanciLiTo, Monday, July 16, 1849.
All these twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the westward ; weather

clear. Employed cleaning the engine.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciviro, Tuesday, July 17, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the westward and

hazy weather. Employed cleaning the engine.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SanciLito, Wednesday, July 18, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours strong winds from the westward, and
thick, misty weather. At 2 p.m,, the wind freshening, we dragged
our anchor afoul the Chile’s chain and made fast along51de of her; ends

with thick, misty Weather
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciuiro, Thursday, July 19, 1849.

First part of these twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the south-
ward and westward, and thick weather. At4 p. m., the wind mode-
rating, made an attempt to clear our anchor; but the wmd freshening,

did not succeed; ends with strong winds from the westward.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sancrvito, Friday, July 20, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours moderate winds from the westward, and
hazy. Succeeded in clearing our anchor, but did not cast off from the

Chile, the wind bemg too fresh
‘ A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxcrivrro, Saturday, July 21, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the southward and
westward, and clear. - At 8.30 a. m. cast off from the Chile and hauled

inshore; veered to 30 fathoms on the port-chain.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciviro, Sunday, July 22, 1849.
These twenty-hours fresh breezes from the westward, and clear,

pleasant weather.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.
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SancILITO, Monday, July 23, 1849.
First of these twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the west-

ward; latter part fresh breezes, and hazy weather. _
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciuiro, Tuesday, July 24, 1849.
All these twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the westward, and
hazy. - ‘
: A. J. MOREHOUSE.
Sawnciito, Wednesday, July 25, 1849.

First part of these twenty-four hours moderate breezes; latter part
strong gales, and hazy weather. Expended for ship’s use one coil con-
taining 25 fathoms &-inch, and one of 14 fathoms, of 4-inch, hemp

rope.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciuito, Thursday, July 26, 1849.

‘These twenty-four hours strong winds from the westward, and thick,
misty weather. :

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sawncivito, Friday, July 27, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the southward and
westward, and clear. Crew employed scrubbing paint-work.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sancirito, Saturday, July 28, 1849.

First part of these twenty-four hours light, variable breezes, and

pleasant; latter part fresh winds from the westward, and hazy.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sancivito, Sunday, July 29, 1849.

These twenty-four hours strong gales from the westward, and thick,
hazy weather. At 1 p. m. a boat from the Danish barque Maria upset
in a squall; sent our boat and brought the men on board; a Ham-
burgh barque lying near picked up the boat.

’ A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxcirito, Monday, July 30, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
hazy weather. The United States ship Warren came down from San
Francisco, and anchored near us. J. C. Varran, engineer, was dis-

charged.
8 A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciuito, Tuesday, July 31, 1849.

These {wenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
hazy. A boat’s crew from the Warren came on board to assist in send-
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ing down topgallant-mast and topsail yarda, preparatory to hauling
her stern on shore Ends with fresh breezes, and fogg

A. J. 1\IOREHOUSE. .

QA\CILITO, Wednesday, August 1 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
‘hazy. At 9a.m.five men came on board from the Warren, got up our
anchor, and warped the ship in near the shore. Expended one coil of
three-inch rope for fish-fall, let go both anchors, and got hawsers on
each quarter to heave her stern in at high water.

SANCILITO, Thursday, August 2, 1849.

Thesc twenty-four hours modecrate breezes from the westward, and
hazy. Gotout our launch and spare spars, and shified the guns forward
to lighten the ship aft. . Madc another attempt at high water, but did not
get her high enough to get out the shafi. L\pended one coil of 23-inch
rope for lashings for spars and casks. Ends with breezes fresh from

the we;tward and clear.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sa~ciLiro, Friday, August 3, 1849.

These twentv-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
hazy weather. Received on board six casks containing gallons
water. Succeeded in getting her in about five feet more. The War-

ren’s men still on board. Ends with clear weather.
A. J. ’\IOREHOUSE.

San~cirito, Saturday, August 4, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breczes from the Westward and
clear. Got the shaft out, and made a stage under the stern to work
on. At high water hove her in about three feet more. Ends with light

breezes, and clear.
‘ A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxciviro, Sunday, August 5, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
clear. Sentthe Warren’s men on board. Ends with moderate breezes,

and clear.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SaxciLito, Monday, August 6, 1849.
These twenty-four bours moderate breezes from the weatward and

clear. Employed repairing the engine.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sa~cirro, Tuesday, August 7, 1649.

These twenty-four hours moderate breeczes from the westward, and

clear. Engineers employed repairing the engine.
 "A. J. MOREHOUSE.
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SaxcrviTo, Wédnesday, August 8, 1849.

These twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the southward and west-
ward, and thick, hazy weather. o
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

| Sancivitro, Thursday, August 9, 1849.

These twenty-four hours first part moderate; latter part, strong wind
from the southwurd and westward, und hazy.

A. J. MOREHOTSE.

. ~ Saxcruiro, Friday, August 10, 1849.
These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the southward and
westward, and cloudy. Received on board from the Warren the ::ew
shaft belonging to this ship. The United States ship Southampron,
with Commodore Jones on board, came down from Benicia, and pussed
on to Sun Francisco.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SaxciLito, Suturday, August 11, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes; first part, cloudy; latter
part, clear. The United States ship Warren went up to town. Sent
John Eaton, officers’ steward, on board the Warren to be discharged,

Lis time having expired.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Sanciriro, Sunday, August 12, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the soughward and
westward, and clear, pleasant weather. |
' ' A. J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxcivrro, Monday, August 13, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours, light, variuble breezes, and pleasant.
A.J. MOREHOUSE.

- Sancivrro, Tucsday, August 14, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the southward and
westward, and hazy; latter part, foggy. Midshipman Bredin and
eight men came on board from the Warren, to assist iu fitting out the
ship. Employed in scraping masts and stcering-sail booms. Engincers
repairing engine.

A.J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxciutro, Wednesday, August 15, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breczes from the westward.
First part foggy; latter part clear. Em{)‘mycd in scraping decks and
painting ship.  Expended one keg of bluck paint, one keg of white,
four paint-brushes and six scrapers. Engincers repairing engine.

° A.J. MOREHOUSE.
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San~cirrro, Thursday, August 16, 1849.

- These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the southward and
westward, and pleasant. Employed in painting ship outside, and re-

pairing engine.
A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SanciLiro, Friday, August 17, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
hazy. Employed in painting ship and repairing engine.
d **"s 7. MOREHOUSE.

SANCILIi'o, Saturday, August 18, 1849.

These twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
clear. Employed in painting and at the engine. Passed Midshipman
A. F. Munroe and Midskipman E. O. Carnes reported for duty on

board this ship. A. J. MOREHOUSE

Sancitiro, Sunday, August 19, 1849.

These twenty-four hours, first part light, variable breezes; latter
part, moderate breezes from the westward, and clear, pleasant weather.
Sent the Warren’s men on board their ship. -

Sanciuiro, Monday, August 20, 1849.

These twenty-four hours, first part, light breezes; latter part, mod-
erate breezes from the southward and westward, and cloudy. Re-
ceived onboard from the United States ship Ohio seven seamen, six
ordinary seamen and two landsmen, for duty on board this ship. At
11 a. m., cast off our hawser and hove up the port-anchor. Crew
employed in repairing sails; sent up topgallant-masts. The engineers

repairing the engine.
= A.J. MOREHOUSE.

Saxcruiro, Tuesday, August 21, 1849.

These twenty-four hours fresh breezes from the southward and west-
ward, and cloudy. At 7.30 a. m., hove up our anchor and hauled
the ship alongside the Massachusetts; took in twenty tons of coal and
four casks of water. Engineers at work at the engine.

A. J. MOREHOUSE.

SanciLito, Wednesday, August 22, 1849.

These twenty-four hours, first part, moderate breezes from the
southward and westward, and cloudy. At 6 a. m. cast off from the
Massachusetts and stood for San Francisco, under steam. At 8.30
came to, with the starboard anchor veered to twenty-five fathoms
chain. Received from the Ohio three cords of wood. Sent up the
fore and main-top sail yards. At 6 p.m. hove up our anchor, and
stood for Sancilite. At 7.30 came to with the starboard anchor
veered to twenty-five fathoms chain. Recceived from the Ohio thirty
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"gallons of 011 J ohn C Varran and Edward Balley, engmeers, came_
on boa.rd for duty S :

FROM THE omo. o

Scamen.—.] ohn Smith, 2d Adolph Johnson, John B. Slmpaon, J ounes
.--Thomas, George Saunders, James McConnell, Amos Tolman.

‘Ordinary seamen~—John Palthey, Lysander K.J ohnson,’ Sunon Am-
: back George P. Carter, Peter § Suncry, Newman Bodwell.
Lundsmen.——I* rederlc,k De Saumo, Freeman W. Shaw. '

: FROM THE WARREN. K

- the store-shxp I'redoma. .

. swain's mate. R

Stcuards —BenJ amin Broyden and J ames Smd]lwood deserters from

Sent 1o the Umted States s}u_p Warren.—-leham H. Duncan, boat-::

A F. MUNROE

At sea——Autrust 23 1849

10

K ]3 o C°‘“'§-°°- S _T\Ymd. From four to elght wmd S and W and .

» ANNRAR N | cloudy, sent the launch on.shore; got under
; R “ay and stood out of the harbor —A. F. M -

o RS [ S . ‘

2 wevwosleaserisrevnovane bnoe|sencnsonon ) . - , }
I T PR DN RSP AP From exght to mendmu. llght breezes and
S P e S PR foggy Took the following bearings at nine:
5 T AR (PR TS aees|oeaseassar| Point Lobos, NE. by E. § E.; Point Diablo, -
[0 R R I heei|eanesanaat .NE. 4 N.; Fort, NE. § E. Bent the foretop-

g B I ) PP sml securedthegunsforsea—E 0.C. -
5 2 PR PRI DI ORI SRR o : o C :
10- ) 5 ioul | SWLE WL, Varmble " From' mendlau to four, lxght breezel and
0 & N I I O SSW......... SO [\ S hazy, ‘bent the foresail and ‘main-topsail, and' !
12 | 6 |..... S. by W...... .»-.d0.:..| set them thh the th and spanker. | . .

116 |.....| South........ lewee@Oueen] .. 700 0 co AL Mom-:novsz '

2:1°6 '|.....| SE.byS8...... ceeclololl

316 |2 f..i.dosi....l § SRR [ B " From ' four bo sxx, mnd a.nd Weather the
"4 64 |i..do.iil. <|ev..d0....| same.—~A.F. M : .

5| 6 1.2 |....do........ ..do....

6 |6 |'2 }|....do........ do....| " :

716 leeeoijic..d0.ni.a.s -...d R From §ix, to exght, wind a.nd weather the‘
BB | 4 .ee.doeeeaii]ai, do.... . same—E.O C C . ‘ o
91,6 foeeeilane@0o..n.. eeendo. ... p

0 | .6 |.....]'SE. §8....... do , ‘ K :
11 {6 | 4 | BE. .......iic.doeaa ] From exght to mxdmght, hght axrs and'
12 1.6 |.....] SE........ P ndon| cloudy —A. J Monznousz .
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At sea— Friday, August 24, 1849.
H | K | F. Course. ‘Wind. Commences, and until four, wind light; weath-
er cloudy; braced around on the port tack;
took in foresail 1and spanker.—A. ¥. M.
. : ) From 4 to 6, light airs and foggy.—E. O. C.

_‘ ; g 3 SE __________ Yarézble From eight to meridian, light breezes and
31 6| 4 I|SE. ......... .. .do....| cloudy; bent the fore and main topgallant-sail
4 6 4 |SE. ... e...do....| and main-royal, and set them.—A. J. Morx-

: 5 | HOUSE.
e S oS o) P prom meridian to four, weather cloudy;
7 6 4 |SE. o.euen...l....do....| Ubentthe mainsail.—A.F. M.
8 6 4 |SE. .ooeeuileedo.... From four to six, weather cloudy; bent the
91 7 (..... SE.by E..... ....do....| foreruyal; set the port foretop main steering-

19 6 |- 4 | ...d0ucomo... ....do....| sail—E.O.C. .

11 | 6 4 | @0 .. Y From six to eight, light breezes and cloudy;

12 | 6 | 4 |....dOuecn.... w--.do....| tookinthe portforetop main steering-sail.

1 7 |..... Y P NW. .... L .. A.J. Morenouse.

.2 7 | SE.byE.4E..| NW. ._.. From eight to midnight, light breezes and
3 6 4 o do... ... NW. ._..| hazyweather. At9h.35m., heard breakerson
4 7 l.... O . NW. _...| ourportbow; keptoff twopoints. At9k.40m.,
5 7 4 |eodoeeen ... NW. .... discovered breakers on port bow and ahead;
6 7 4 |...doweo..._. NW. _...| backed the propeller, braced the yards to the
v 8 |..... T > NW. ._..| wind, (the vessel still nearing the breakers,)
8 7 |ee../E.by8.48...] NW. .._.| putthehehnup,and endeavored towear round.
9| 7 | ..l doee Before changing the course, the vessel struck

10 | 5] 4 |EbySeceeeei]eaaann ... in the midst of the surf. Clewed up everything,

11 ... N and backed continually with 40 inches of steam

12 on; got a kedge on port quarter to port bow,

""""" which was of no service, as the heavy sweil and
surf.continually drove us uhead—the vessel
striking heavily, but muking no water.

A. F. My~rokE.

SATURDAY, 25th.

From midnight to 4, commences, and continues until 4, with oc-
casional light airs and thick, fogey weather. Hove the kedge home;

got it again on port-quarter, and commenced heaving in,

backing con-

‘tinually with propeller; a slight puff coming off-shore, braced the
yards aback; the wind changing again, pointed them to the wind;

the surf striking heavily against the stern.
» - E. OSGOOD CARNES.

From 4 to 8, light westerly winds and foggy weather. At daylight
the land was seen at less than a cable’s length from the bows of the
vessel—the vessel continually backing, with sixty inches steam. Sent
courses and topsails, &c., on deck; got the stream-anchor on port-
quarter and hove taut on it.

From 8 to meridian, light winds from the westward and cloudy
weather; a heavy surf breaking around the vessel. Got two heavy
spars In main rigging, pointing forwards and on the bottom; got
‘tackles on them and led them to the capstan; hove taut and at-
tempted to shove the steamer from the shore; the vessel striking
heavily and the surf washing forcibly towards shore, the spars were
carried away; commenced lightening, by throwing over spars, &c.;
fired several guns for assistance; sent down fore and main yuards and

all the light yards and sails we could reach.
' A. F. MUNROE.
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From meridian to 4, light breezes and hazy weather. Cut away the
fore and main masts and clearcd the wreck. The vessel lightening,
by cutting away the masts and throwing heavy articles overboard, was
driven still higher by the surf—the enginc continually backing with all
steam. During the remainder of the day, wind and weather the same.
At 10 p. m,, the water rising faster than the bilge-pump could clear
her, and not being able to procure water for the boilers, the engine was
stopped. :

' Sunpay, Adugust 26, 1S49.

Commences with, and continues through these twenty-four hours,
light breczes from the sea, and thick, misty weather. Hoisted out the
surf-boat, and carried the kedge and line on shore; the surf-boat, in re-
turning was swamped; lowered port quarter-boat, which was capsized
in the surf; sent a hawser on shore and made it fast to the kedge, hove
taut from the bows, and got a travelling-stage on it; despatched
Midshipman Carnes with Major Garnett in search of assistance.

. Moxpay, August 27, 1849.

 During these twenty-four hours light breezes from the westward,
and thick, misty weather. Employed landing articles, stores, &c.;
engineers getting out parts of the engine that were above water and
sending it on shore; the steamer completely water-logged ; the officers
and crew encamped on shore this day.

Tuespay, August 28, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light breezes from the sea, and misty
weather.  Employed on board getting out engine and other articles that -
were above water and sending them on shore; Major Garnett and Mid-
shipman Carnes returned without finding any inhabitants. Lieut. Com-
manding McCormick started this day for the same purpose; discovered
our latitude to be 34° 47/ 30" north, 15 miles to the northward of Point
Conception. ‘

WEDNESDAY, August 29, 1849.
These twenty-four hours light sea-breezes and thick, misty weather.
Employed, at low water, on board, sending such things as could be’
got at on shore; Licut. Commanding McCormick returned with a
party of Culifornians; despatched Passed Midshipman Munroe with
orders to send an express to Commodore Jones.

THUrsDAY, August 30, 1849.

All these twenty-four hours light breczes from the westward, and thick,
misty weather. Employed on board getting engine and other articles.
above water on shore. Mr. Munroe returned, having despatched a.
messenger to the commodore.

Fripay, August 51, 1849.
During these twenty-four hours light breczes fromn the westward, and
misty weather. Employed at low water in sending on shore part of
the engine, &c. At high water the sea making a breach all over her.



30  H. Mis. 22.

SATURDAY, September 1, 1849,

During these twenty-four hours light airs and calma, with thick, misty
weather. At 1 p. m. the schooner ¢ Anglona” passed near us-and
hove to; the sea being quiet, seut a boat out o her. She was bound
to Santa Barbara. Employed in sending such articles as could be got
on shore.

SuNDAY, September 2, 1849.

These twenty-four hours light, variable breezes, and cloudy. Rested
this day The vessel lorrged and the hold full of water.

MO\’DAY, September 3, 1849,

‘During these twenty-four hours light breezes from the westward, and
misty weather. Employed sendmor things on shore. At 11 a. m.,
the tide being very high, the vecsel came broadside to, and parted the
hawser ; let go the starboard anchor, and got another line on shore.
Peter Sancry, 0. S.; Newman Bodwell, d1tto and Amos Tolman,
 ditto—their time of service baving expired, the captain gave them per-
mission to proceed to San Franusco to report to the commodore. At
9 p. m. saw a light passing to the southward ; supposed it to be the

steamer Panama, bound down the coast.’

TvuEsDAY, September 4, 1849.

During tbe~e twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward,
and cloudy - Employed on board at low water sending parts of the
engine on ~hore.

WEDNESDAY, Scp'e'mbcr 5, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light breezes from the sea, and pleas-
ant weather. Employed on board at low water getting the engine out.

THURsDAY, September 6, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the westward,
and clear, pleasant weather. Employed on board at the engine.

Frioay, September 7, 1849.

Dunno' these twentv-f'our hours light breeze: from the sea, and pleaa-
ant weather. Employed on board as usual.

SaTuRDAY, September 8, 1849.

- During these twenty-four hours light breezes from the sea, and clear,
leasant weather. Major Garnett left the encampment for Monterey.
Employed on board as usual. :

StNpay, September 9, 1849.

These tweniy-four hours moderate breezes from the westward, and
clear weather.
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MonpAY, September 10, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light breezes from the sea, and clear,
pleasant weather. Employed on board at low water getting out the
engine. .

TuEespaY, September 11, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light breezes from the sea, and pleas-
ant weather. Employed on board as usual. '

WEeDNESDAY, September 12, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light sea-breezes, and warm, pleas-
ant weather. Employed on board at low water as usual. Cut away
the mizenmast to lighten the vessel, so as to get out the port cylinder.

~

A THURSDAY, September 13, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light sea-breezes, and pleasant. Em-
ployed getting spars out the port side, to heel her to starboard. At 5
p- m. the captain received letters from the commodore.

Fripay, September 14, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light sea-breezes, and pleasant
weather. Employed heaving on the spars to list her, which proved
unsuccessful. Cut a hole in the port bow to let the water out of her.
Engineers employed on board as usual.

SATURDAY, Septembef 15, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light sea-breezes, and clear, pleasant
weather. ' '

Sunpay, Sepiember 16, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light sea-breezes, and warm, pleasant
weather.

Moxpay, September 17, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours light sea-breczes, and pleasant.
Captain McCormick and Midshipman Carnes left for San Luis, to pro-
vice passage for the men to Monterey.

TvEsDAY, September 18, 1849.

During these twenty-four hours moderate breezes from the sea, and
pleasant. Shifted our quarters from the beach, up on the bank above.
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' COPIES OF RDPORTS 'AND CIIARGBQ \IADE TO THE 1\.’J&VY DI:PART\‘IE\T

AGAI\'bT THE MEMBERS. CO\TPO“I\G THE COURT OF I\QL]I»Y IN.THE
‘ CAQE OF THE U. 8. .TEAMER. TDITH, IN  REFERENCE TO CO\DDCT
o '\VHILE ATTACUED ToO THE PACIFIC SQLADRO\' ‘

\Vasm\ferov, ()ctob'r 18.)0

~Smr: T lmve thc honor to eubmlt for your official conqdcratlon the
followiug statement of the acts of. Thomas Petigru, now or- lately in
comm.md of the United States sloop-of-\ ar Fahnouth .
~ In December, 1849, a fatal qﬁi‘ay occurred at San F1 ancisco. - The ‘
party accused, Reuben B. Withers, left that part of the country until
‘the excitement prevailing at the time should have abated—bis friends -
and legal adviscrs fearing its consequences in a community S0 pecu-
liarly: con~t1tutod as San Francisco then was.  He finally became a
resident of Tepic, in Mexico, whenee he visited Mazatlan towards the
end of March last. About the first April, the Falmouth atrived at that
port, and. Ca)ftam P(-nrrru, 1oarmnrr his presence there, and instigated
by the roward of $3, 000 offered for his apprehension, joined J ohn Par-
rott, United States conaul in a scheme to procure his abduction from
the  Mexican soil, and his delivery on board the Falmouth, by such:
means as - they hoped would exempt them from the danger and odium
‘attendant on the fligrant violation of nationul and 1nd1v1d zal rights
~which they contemplated Captain Petigru, accompanied by, Palrott, ]
.accordm«l) proceeded in uniform to the commanding general of the
district, sought and procured an order for the arrest of a deserter from
his_ship, mthout name or description of the person to be wrested.
"I'his order ‘Petigru and Parrott ‘placed in’ the hands of a Mexican
officer in charge “of a.detachment of soldiers, and cmployed un Amer=
‘ican called Guines to- poiit. cut the person they wished to apprehend.
By virtue of this writ, thus enforced, Withers was seized and conveyed,
with wanton violence and every m'xrls. of ignominy, on. board the Fal-.
‘mouth, where a reccipt for “u prisoner,” without other desmnatlon, was .
given by the direct order of Captain: Petigru, and he was confined in’
“double i 1rons, was refused, in reply to a respectful letter to the captam,
“all information of the cause of his arrest; was denied all' communica~
‘tion, thn the shore or with his hlend~ cvcccpt one, who,, by special
grace, was allowed one or two brief interviews . under the surveillance -
of a eentty, his letters were withheld until the eve of the ship’s de-
‘-parture, and'in one instance on]y delivered with the seul broken. The
-authoriiies of Mazatlan were not. long ignorant of the: deception  prac-
tised upon them. - The district_ ]udfre issued some process known to the -
Mcvcan law for the release of ’Wlthcra, and the commanding woncral
inan oﬁlcml commiuiication. to the ca ptain, demand led his restomtwn, '
but the demand and the legal process were alike disregarded, although
the ship was' lying in the: harbnr, within the . ]u11~chct10n of Mexico as
recognised by the law of nations. She sailed' the next day for San
Franasco, and on her arrival there Captam Petigru: 1mmedmtelv noti-
fied the local authorities that he held possession ot W xthcr~, and would-
give him up. in confornuty with the terms of their adver t1~emr=nt f'or his
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'aEprehen‘sion. ~ The prisoner was transferred 'to the custody of the
sheriff, a receipt being first required. by Captain Petigru; and an ordi-
" nance. for the payment of the reward was passed by the city council.
To secure its collection, Captain Petigru sent the receipt to Parrott,
- who had changed his residence to San Francisco. = Their employé, .
. Gaines, however, cldimed his share of the spoils, and Captain Petigru
-instructed Parrott to pay him $500 of the amount collected. " This offer’
~ not being satisfactory, and ‘the declaration of Commodore Jones, that
any officer receiving  the reward deserved to be cashiered, having ob-
tained some publicity, Captain Petigru thought proper to relax his pre-
tensions, and the receipt of Gaines- for the whole sum appears among
~the archives of the city.. Whether or not Captain Petigru actually re- -
- ceived any portion of the reward is immaterial; his motives are evident
- throughout, and his intentions are too notorious, apart from his own
~ avowals, to admit of doubt. I will not lengthen this narrative further
than to say that the authorities of San Francisco were in no way impli- -
- cated in the abduction from Mazatlan, that the plea of desertion was |
~ utterly without foundation, and that the trial resulted in an acquittal.
. In proof of this statement I beg leave 1o enclose the documents men-
tioned below, which fully substantiate the facts I have related, and .

. furnish other incidents corroborative of its truth: = . - -
1. Copy of a letter from R. B, Withers to Captzin Petigru, asking
“the cause of his arrest, of which the only notice vouchsafed was a ver-
bal message, through Licutenant Devlin, that no reply would be given
to the questions asked. . . C T
2. Copy of a letter from, John,De Camp, United States navy, first
lieutenant of the Fulmouth during the transactions referred to. -~ -
- 8. Copy of an uffidavit of Isaac Bluxome, jr., confirmatory of portions.-
- of Lieutenant De Camp’s letter.” o R
" . 4. Copy of Captain. Petigru’s report, dated May 9, 1850, to Com-
“‘modore Jones, of his proceedings in this matter, which does not difter
- from my statement, except in  asserting the application to have been
- for'a person ¢“who had fled,” instead of a deserter; and in mentioning
an incentive, additional to' the reward, in his supposition ‘“that he was
~ doing dn acceptable service to the good people of San Francisco.” = -
_ 5. Copy of a subsequent ‘letter from Captain Petigru to Cornmodore
- Jones, dated May 27, 1850, denying that he had authorized Gaines to
- -apply for the reward, and enclosing copy of one letter to Parrott, '
- (It:will be observed that Lieutenant.De Camp’s. recollection of its
contents happily supplies the opportune loss of the other letter.) ~ . -
.~ 6. An original certificate from the authorities of Mazatlan, duly
-authenticated by the British consul—there being no American consul .
at’that port—showing that Captain Petigru procured the arrest of
. Withers as a deserter, refused the demand of .the authorities for his
restoration, and carried him to San Francisco in the Falmouth.”
' The originals of Lieutenant De Cuamp’s letter, and of Bluxome’s
affidavit, and a certified copy of Withers’s letter to Captain Petigru, I
am prepared to exhibit.  The accuracy of the copies of Captain Peti-
- gru’s letters can, I presume, be verified by Commodore Jones. ,
. Upon the indignity offered to the Mexican nation, it is not my prov- -
ince to comment; nor would it become me.to enlarge upon the conduct -
o 3 : ‘
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of Captain Petigru, in first accomplishing his object by deceit, and then,
in rehance on the armed force under his command, disregarding the
Jjast remonstrances of the authorities of a defenceless town. But, as
the representative of private wrongs, I seek redress for injuries upon
the rights and feelings of an American citizen, inflicted through the
wilful abuse of power intrusted to a public officer of his country; and
in the fulfilment of this duty I charge Captain Petigru, not only with
violating the rights of a countryman, but with & gross outrage upon the
laws of Mexico and the dignity of the Mexicarn nation, by using her
authority to incarcerate a citizen of the United States in palpable vio-
lation of the lav-s of nations, and especially of the laws of Mexico. No
treaty of extralition between Mexico and this government authorized
the seizure and imprisonment of the accused; and if such treaty had
existed, it would have been incumbent on the parties preferring the
accusation to have summoned the accused before some competent
Mexican tribunal, and to have obtained {rom such tribuual an order for
his delivery upon a proper demand and a proper hearing of the charges
alleged against him. No such proceedings occurred in this case; but,
on the contrary, the delivery was obtained from a military official of
Mexico by Captain Petigru on the pretext, known by him to be false
at that date, that the accused was = deserter from the American navy.
It can scarcely be necessary that I should designate the dangerous
consequences which would result to the citizens of our country in
foreign lands, if such frauds and such an abuse of power, especially
when accompanied by the temprations proffered by a pecuniary
reward, could be permitted to escape with impunity. If American
citizens are to be thus seized and ignominiously imprisoned upon the
mere arbitrary mandate of a naval officer, the vaunted vrivileges con-
ferred upon republican institutions would become in fact mere empty
forms.

I explicitly charge Captain Petigru with oppression, fraud, falsehood,
and conduct unworthy of an officer and a gentleman. These charges
will embrace among others the following specifications :

1. The arrest and imprisonment of an American citizen, without
any authority of law.

2. The scizure of an American citizen within the limits of a ncigh-
Loring republic, without any order from the proper authorities of such
republic for such arrest or imprisonment.

3. The arrest of an American citizen, who was not at the time, and
never had been, a component part of the army or navy of the United
States, as a deserter from the service of the army or navy.

4. The refusul to release such prisoner, when notified by the . -oper
authorities of Mexico that such detention or imprisonment was not
countenanced by them.

5. The transportation of an American citizen, as a prisoner, from the
territory of Mexico, without any lawful authority, to a distant point
within the limits of the United States. :

6. The imprisonment of an American citizen, who did not belong
to the army or navy of the United States, on board an American national
vessel, without any lawful warrant from any competent authority of
Mexico or the United States,
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7. The indignity and outrage inflicted upon an American citizen by
confining him in chains on board an American national vessel, and
transporiing him in fetters to the United States.

8. The infliction of all the outrages set forth in the above specifica-
tions, with the corrupt motive of participating in the reward that had
been offered for the apprehension of the individual thus unlawfully
deprived of his liberty and rights through fraud, falsehood, and decep-
tion.

Upon these charges, and upon such others as may be found applicable
to the case, I respectfully request that the said Thomas Petigru, a
commander in the navy of the United States, may be tried before a
court-martial, to be ordered by the Navy Department; and that if found
guilty, he may be subjected to such punishment as will be authorized
by the rules and articles of war, and by the laws of the United States,
and as may deter all others exercising similar power from inflicting
such wrongs and outrages upon American citizens.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
D. D. WITHERS.

Hon. Wau. A. GraHAM.

No. 1.

Port oF Mazairan, April 4, 1S50.

Sir: I, a resident of the city of Tepic, republic of Mexico, was,
on the evening of Tuesday last, arrested in the streets of this port, and
apon inquiring the cause of my arrest, both in the English and Spanish
languages, was told in the last mentioned ¢to shut up my mouth;” and
orders were given in the same language, in case I made any resistance,
to fire upon me. Upon proceeding peaceably with the force who
arrested me, I requested politely of a man who seemed to be the leader
of the band the cause of my arrest, and was struck, by his order, by a
man armed with a musket. On reaching the front of the office of the
aduana of this port I was again struck, pinioned, and otherwise harshly
treated, after having repeuatedly expressed that I had no intention or
desire to escape. On reaching the mole I requested of the leader of
the band—who, I was informed by a bystander, was one ¢Panola,”
under whosc order I had been beaten—an unresisting man—to see the
papers and orders under which he was acting, and was told by him that
he wished no conversation with me; when 1t suited his convenience he
would let me know as much as he thought proper. Ihave been placed
on bhoard of the vessel under your command, and have asked for a
copy of the papers under which I am held here, a prisoner in irons, and
have heen told nothing more than that it was by your orders.  Yester-
day I vvas visited by several of my friends; was refused interview, with
the cxception of one, and that in the presence of a third party—a gen-
tleman under your orders.

Under this most extraordinary and unusual state of proceedings, I
beg leave respectfully to inform you that I claim for myself the privi-
lege granted in all frec and enlightened countries to all prisoners, un-
less it be state prisoners arraigned for political offences, of free and
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uninterrupted intercourse with my friends and counsel, both in person
and by letter. L : g -
It may be as well, also, to lay before you the fact of my having, in
another section of this republic, property, moneys, and business papers
belonging to other parties, and trust that no impediment, but, on the
contrary, all facilities, will be allowed me to transact my business, both-
on my individual account and for the benefit of others. '
- Hoping that the above may meet with your favorable attention, and
an answer as ea':y as may be convenient, : o
I remain, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, = -
' -~ R. B. WITHERS.,
Capt. T. PeTIGRU, = : B : o
Comm’r of American Sloop Falmouth.

No. 2.

Unitep StaTEs Surp PreBLE, ‘
, ‘ San Frazcesco, July 30, 1850.

My Dear Sir: I have received your letter enclosing one from my
friend Commodore M. C. Perry. A lctter of introduction couched in
such flattering terms, and from so distinguished a source, could not fuil,
under any circumstances, to enlist my warmest interest in your behalf,
o1 to forward, so far as my power extends, any interest you may have
in this part of the world. You inquirc of me what I know respecting
your brother’s arrest in Mazatlan, and his reception, treatment, &c.,
&c., on board the United States ship Falmouth. ~ About the first of
April last, 1 was the executive officer of the Falmouth, and on our
arrival at Mazatlan, Commander Petigru, of the Falinouth, informed
me that Withers. was on shore. ‘I asked him who was Withers;
and he replied, the man for whom the alcalde of San Francisco had
offered a reward of three thousand dollars, and that he had laid a plan.
to catch him and secure the reward. Captain Petigru afterwards
stated that Mr. Parrott, the United States consul at Mazatlan, wished
him to send the sh:j’s hoat on shore for Withers, but that he (Cagt.'
P.) had refused, preferring that a shore-boat should be used for this
]éurpose. A day or two after this conversation, I received a note from

aptain Petigru (then living on shore) ordering me to receive on board,
and safely guurd, the person who would be brought off. Not knowing
who the person alluded to was, and recollecting the conversations a few
days previous, above related, I addressed a note to the captain, asking
if the person I was to receive was Withers, and whether 1 was to
confine him in irons. His reply simply was that the person would be
brought off by the Mexican authorities that night or the next. The
next evening the captain was on board, and while in conversation with
him in the cabin, it was reported to me that a boat was alongside with
a prisoncr. I asked the captain for instructions as to his reception
on board: he told me that 1t was Withers, and ordered him to be
searched and placed under the top-gallant forecastle in double irons, in
charge of a sentinel; all of which was done, and no weapons found
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~-upon him.. In conformity to the ‘captain’s order, I gave the officer in
‘charge a receipt in writing for a prisoner from the Mexican authorities,
- which receipt the captain afterwards informed me he was sorry had
“been given, and that it was in possession of Parrott. The day after,
‘a Mr. Fields, of New Orleans, and two Mexicans, not speaking English, -
came aboard to see.the prisoner. The captain was on board, and con-
. sented to their seeing him one at a time, ‘but ordered Lieutenant Dev-
+ lin, the marine officer, to be in attendance. Mr. Fields was permitted
to converse with the prisoner for a few minutes, and then all three of
the visitors were hurried over the gangway into a boat, and orders given
" me not to allow thewn 1o come on board again, although nothing in their
“deportment.on board was otherwise than decorous and respectful. No:
person was allowed to, hold intercourse with -him after this, excepting.
Mr. Fields, who, I think, had. the captain’s special - permission, once or
twice, to sece him, but alwaysin presence and heuring of a sentinel.
- Shortly after his arrival on board, Withers addressed a leiter to the .
captain, demanding the reason of his arrest, and by what authority he
‘was detained ; to which the only reply was, that the letter had been’
- received, and that noanswer would . be given to the questions therein
asked. Captain Petigru generally lived on shore Wwhile the ship was at-
- Mazatlan ; and seme three or four days before we sailed, I received a .
- note from him (which I enclose) in these words: “I have reason to be-
- lieve that great efforts -are being made to rescue, by some means or .
- other, the prisoner on board. Suffer no one to see him, or speak to
- him—no one at all—don’t suffer any of the crew or passengers to hold -
* conversation with him. . Respectfully, T. Petigru. ‘Caution the sen-’
" tinels to be vigilant on post.”” I understood that the arrest, and partic-'
ularly the means adopted. to procure the order, had .caused some ex-
‘citement among the citizens of Mazatlan.. 'Previous to our sailing from"
~there, I saw a letter from the commanding general or goverrior of the
- town, stating that the authorities had been led into an error inarresting
- ‘Withers, as the impression;conveyed to them by Mr. Parrott and Cap-.
‘tain Petigru, at the time the npplication was made for the arrest of an
American, was, that he was a deserter from the Falmouth, and the
‘governor demanded that he should be restored to the Mexican authori-
“ties. . As nearly as [ can remember, the reply to this demand was, that
he (Captain P.) had received the prisoner on board at the hands of the
_ town police; thut. he considered the prisoner under the protection and
- laws of the United States, and that he refused to give him up. . Captain
Petigru had previously informed me that the officer who gave the order
- for the arrest of Withers was deceived, as it was represented to him
that the person to be arrested was a desperate American or Texan,
- and that seeing him, the captain, in uniform, and Mr. Parrott, the
- American consul, apply in person, the officer supposed it was for.a.
- deserter from the Falmouth; and the order was promptly given. T
think the authorities were the more willing to act in this affair, as only
a few weeks before one of our midshipmen had been murdered in the
* streets, and but slight notice hud been taken of it. A day or two be-
~ fore we sailed, two letters were handed me by the captain for Withers:
‘one was sealed—the other had been, ‘but ‘the seal was broken. The
~ captain had given orders. that no letters should be delivered unless sub-
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mitted to the officer of the guard. On the passage from Mazatlan to
San Francisco, Captain Petigru expressed to me his fears of getting
himself into a scrape by this business, (referring to Withers’s arrest,)
and his apprehension of being sent home. On our arrival at San Fran-
cisco in May last, I was sent on shore to advise the authorities of the
presence of Withers on board, and was intrusted by the captain with
an open note written by him in pencil, which read thus: ¢ Mr. Alcalde,
I have on board R. B. Withers, who will be delivered to the proper
officers-on - your authority, in accordance to your advertisement of De-
‘cember last.  Respectfully, T. P.” This note I read to Judge Parsons,
in presence of Colonel Hays, the sheriff; and of Isaac Bluxome, jr.
The day following, two officers came on board the Falmouth with an
‘order to receive Mr. Withers, and gave Captain Petigru a reccg)t for
the prisoner; this receipt, the captain afterwards told me, he had sent
to Parrott, who had become a resident of San Francisco, to collect the
reward of three thousand dollars, which had been offered by the alcalde
in the advertisement alluded to in Captain Petigru’s note to him. The
captain also told me that a man named Gaines, who hal been em-
ployed to point out Withers to the Mexican officer charged with his.
arrest at Mazatlan, had claimed the reward. 1 saw a letter the captain
wrote Parrott, instructing him to pay Gaizes five hundred dollars of the
reward. Gaines replied that he claimed half: that he had consulted
his attorney, who said he was entitled to the whole; and unless the
captain consented now to payment of half, he should insist on the
whole. How the difficulty was settled, or to whom the reward was
finally paid,.I have no knowledge. Ina conversation with Mr. Parrott
‘on board the Falmouth in June last, I remarked to him that if Mr.
Withers was released, he would likely have some trouble; to which he
replied, that at first he had not intended to have anything to do with it,.
but that now he would have the jury so fixed that Withers would be .
‘bung any Low. o ' ‘ _ S
I have thus related all the circumstances connected with the affair
I can recall at the moment, and on-which my memory is entirely clear.
So satisfied am I of the accuracy of my statements, that if your brother’s
cause can in amy way be benefited thereby, or you so desire, I will
willingly testify to their truth, in substance, if not literally. You are
perfectly at liberty to make any use of this letter which you may think
proper. Excuse the appearance of this letter: it has been written in
great haste; and I only hope that you will be able to make out its
contents, and that it may be of service to you. S
I remain, very truly, your obedient servant, | o
' - -~ JOHN DE CAMP. .
Mr. D. D. Wrirners, San Francisco. S o

"~ No. 3.

StATE 0oF CALIFORNIA, s
- Cuty of San Francisco. o _

Isaac Bluxome, jr., of said city, being duly sworn, says: That he ac-
companied Lieutcuant John De Camp, on the arrival of the sloop-of~war
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Falmouti:. in the month of - last, to the authorities of San Fran-
cisco, to advise themn that Reuben B. Withers, for whose apprehension:
such authorities had offered a reward, was then on board of said ship
Falmouth; that ke was present when said De Camp read a note from-
- Captain Peurrru to Judge Parsons in presence of deponent, Colonel.
John C. Hays, and, he thinks, another person, who was conversing
with Jud e Parsons when deponent and said De Camp, and H-iys,
went in; that the purport of said note was to the effect that said Withers
was then on board said ship Falmouth, and would be delivered to the
proper officers in accordance with the adveruaemem of the alcalde
offering a reward for the ap rehension of said Withers in December
last; that at such interview, .¥ dge Parsons stated that the city ‘had no
~ money to pay the reward which *had been offered, but that they would -
issue city scrip therefor. And deponent further saith, that be has
heard that part of a letter, written by said De Camp to Dunham
D. Withers, esq., which relates to this subject, read, and that so far as
the facts therein stated came within the I\nowledfre of deponent, they

are true; and further sauh not. -
. . ISAAC BLU‘(O’\TE J R..

Sworn to before me, thlS 3lst duy of August, 1850.
_ _ ‘ JOHN McVICKERS,

Notary j Publw, San Francisco Count: -

_ No. 4.
L\[TED STATES Surp FaLmouTH,
‘San Francisco, May 9, 1850.

Sir: Suppocmg that I was clomGr an accegtable service to the good
people of San Francisco, who had, through their alcalde, offered a
reward of $3,000 for the detention and dt,hvery over to the sheriff of
San Francisco of Reuben Withers, I accompanied Mr. Parrott, on the
2d of April, to the office of the. commandm general of the province of
Sonora, in the town of Mazatlan, (Mexico,) who made an application for
a force to arrest a person who had fled, and who was then 1n that town.
"The governor wrote an order, which we carried to-the captain of the
gua d who sent a file of armed men, and Reuben Withers was seized
and brouo'ht by them, in their own boat, on board this ship, where he
has been confined a prisoner ever since, but treated otherwise with .
attention and kindness.

On the 15th of April I recelved a communication from the com-
manding general, to which I replied on the 13th; (both of the letters |
‘are enclosed ;) and as I heard nothing further from the general or the
judge, T presume the answer was satisfactory.

' \thhcra was delivered to the sheriff of San Francmco this morning.

Ver res ectiull ,
' y p y T. PETIGRU o N
' Commandcr U S.N.
Corn THOS Ar C. Jows,
Commamlmo- U. S Naval F. orces, I’aczﬁc ocean.
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UwrrED STATES Saip FarmourH,
Benicia, May 27, 1850.

Sm' ‘In answer to your letter of thls date, just handed to me, I have
the honor to say that Mr. Gaines has no authonty from me to use my
~name or make application for the _payment of the reward offered for
the delivery of Withers. ' _
~ In my official report, I stated the circumstances fully to you of my
“having taken Withers on board at Mazatlan and delivering him to the
sheriff of San Francisco. Mr. Gaines has written to me twice on the
subject, but T have never answered his' letters. I have written to Mr.
Parrott on the subject, and take pleasure in enclosing a copy of my
last letter; the first I have no copy of, but I presume it was not far
different from the last. = _

In conclusion, I will say that I did not at the time suppose it was a
matter of any consequence. to the authorities of San Francisco who
delivered Withers into their cu~tody, and under that behef I took the
'sherxﬂ’ s receipt for him. ‘ o _

L - Very reﬁpectful]_y, _ : R

C _ T 'PETIGRU-.
Com. THO Ar C. JoNes, . . '

' Commandmfr U S Mml F. orccs, Pacrﬁc ocean.

No. 6.
- Serro TERcEno.' e [SEAL.] -~ Cuatro REALE'S. )

Los mfrascntos alcaldcs conctltucxonaks pnmero y segundo certifi-
camos: que en ¢l mes de Avril de este afio que estubo en este puerto
la corbeta de guerra de los Estados Unidos ¢ Falmouth,” su capitan
Mr. Petigru, reclamo, 4 esta’ Comandancia General, como desertor 4
'un subdito de su nacion, Reuben Withers, y le fué entregado; que sabido
despues de hecha la entrega del referido Reuben, que no era 'tal desertor
se reclamd por la comandancia gral al capitan por no ser conforme la
entrega con los tratados celebrados entre esta nacion y la Americana,
y sin embargo Reuben no fue devuelto, y conducido abordo de dicha
corbeta hasta San Francisco, de la Alta California. _

Puerto de Mazatlan, Agosto doce, de mil ochocientos cmcuenta. '

) " IGN'O HERRERA, ¢ C. ManvEL MansiLLA.
J. ANTONIO A_LDRLTT_O GREGORIO ZUuR1GA.

. PorT oF ] Maz &TLAV, o
- Bruush. Consulate.

I, VVhltton Talbot, her Bntanmc M.z]esty con~u1¢|r agent for this
port, do heleby certify that the formomnr signatures are true and gen-



ume, and that thcy are m'lglstratos resxdmg in‘Mazatlan, duly author-
-ized and appointed, to whose official acts full credit is due. ~ .~
leen under my hand and seal of office, at the port of M'tzatlan'
[t é] aforesaxd this’ 1‘>th day of August, 1850,
i L WHITTON TALBOT,
H B. M. Consular Ao'em.

BROOKLY‘J’, NEW Yonx, ;
: o l\ovember 24, 1850.
Qm' I hcrethh hftve thc honor of encloemrr to you a copy of c-harges
,-.prefcrred b_'y me arramst Commander Z acharlah F. Johnston, of the N
‘navy. ,
‘ Iyembrace the preeent opportumty of mformmg the department that'
I have data for other charges against. Commander Johnston, but that
-the \Vltneeaes required in support of them are in- Callforma.. P
' I am, s1r, very reapectfully, your obedient servant,
4 _ EDWARD C. \VARD
_ Lzeutcnant U. S l\
Hon. V. A GramAM,
Secnmr Y q/' the A’at 2y PVashwwton, D C

| Ckm ws, mzd spc(:?ﬁcanons of charoves, prcferrcd by chutenant Edua'rd C.
W anl of the. United States nav _/, against Commander Zachm zak F
Joknston, o the same. - i : :

CHARGE Fmsr.—DrunkcnneSa, bemg a vxoLmon of part of arucle
- 8, of section 1, of an act, ior the better government of thc nayy’ of the‘
- United Sates. ' .
. Spccy’icatwn.—ln thls that on or about the 12th. d'ty of! January,‘.'
1850, the United States ship Preble being in.a very precarious situa-.
tion on the rocks in front of the city of. Bemcra, California, the said
‘.Zachazmh F. Johnston did go on: board of that vessel to render assist-"
“ance, and did get drunk, and mcapaut'tted thereby from. reridering any
assistance whrch mlght have become necessary; the said Zachariah F.
‘Johnston being then in command of the Umted \tates shlp Savannah |
‘the ﬁag-shrp of the Pacific squadron. IR Lo ..*Q.

CrARcE svcovn.-—-Unoﬂicer-hkc conduct, and ehowmg in hlmself
“a bad. example; being a violation of article 1, of section 1,.of an act
for the better rrovernrnent of the navy of the United States. .
Spccyirarwn JSerst—In this:. that the before-mentioned Zachanah F..
“Johriston did, as set forth in the. specxﬁcatmn of charge first of this series,
R gct drunk and dlsphyed himselt to the observation and notice of every: .
person on board of' the United States ship  Preble, tending to-the sub--
~version of discipline, dxwracmg his office, and creating such a feeling
~in the crew of the- Preble that it was with the utmost dltﬁculty that the:
exccutive officer of that,vessel, then in. charge of the deck could re-,
“strain-or prevent their cries and hootmrra of contempt. - '
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Specification second.—In this: that the before-mentioned Zachariah
F. Johnston, at that time and place as before stated in specification of
charge the first, did become drunk, and compelled thereby to remain
during the night following the !2th day of January, 1850, in the cabin
of the United States ship Preble, while his barge or gig was kept along-
side of the Preble, and the crew thereof exposed to the colds and damp-
ness of the climate all night, he, the said Zachariah F. Johnston, being
unable, from his situation, to order it otherwise. | |

- CHARGE THIRD.— Wilful misrepresentation. | '
. Specification.—In this: that on or about the 13th day of January,
1850, Edward C. Ward, a lieutenant in the United States navy, and
at that time executive officer of United States ship Preble, made an
official written report in relation to Commander James Glynn, of the
Preble, to Commodore Thomas Ap C. Jones, for drunkenness on the
evening and night of the 12th day of January, 1850, and that the be-
fore-mentioned Zachariah F. Johnston did positively deny to Commo-
dore Thomas Ap C. Jones that Commander Glynn was drunk, as stated
in the report of Lieutenant Edward C. Ward, thereby making a wilful
misrepresentation of a circumstance of which he was conscious ke
could give no evidence. _
Witnesses.—Every officer and man of the Preble; of whom are at
“present in the United States, Edward C. Ward, lieutenant; Albert G.
Clary, lieutenant; Edward Brinley, passed midshipman; Henry Wil-
son, purser; Wilson McGunnegle, midshipman; Edgar Brodhead and
Wmn. F. Shunk, formerly midshipmen in the navy, and on board the
Preble; Bowen, formerly midshipman on board of the Savannah,
and aid to Commander Johnston. ' :

BrookryN, NEw YORK, _
January 4, 1851.

Sir: I have the honor herewith of enclosing to you a series of
“charges and specifications of charges” preferred against Comman-
der James Glynn, United States navy. :

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S EDWARD C. WARD,
Licutenant U. 8. Navy.

: Hgn. WirrLiam A. Gramawm,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Charges and specifications éf charges preferved by Edward C. Ward, a
lLieutenant of the navy of the United States, against James Glynn, a com-
mander of the same. | _

CHaRrcE FIRST.~Drunkenness.
Specificarcon first.—In this: that on or about the 28th day of Septem-
ber, 1848, the United States ship Preble being then ashore in the mud,
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in the (so called) river Typa, near Macao, in China, James Glyrn, a
commander in the United States navy, and then in command of the
United States ship Preble, was drunk. : ‘ '

Specification sccond.—In this: that on or about the 14th day of April,
1849, the United States ship Preble being then at anchor in the port
of Napa-kiang; in the island of Loo-Choo, the said James Glynn did
come on board said Preble from shore, drunk. :

Specification third.—In this: that on or about the 3d day of December.
1849, the United States ship Preble being then at anchor in the po::
of Honolulu, in the Sandwich Islands, the aforesaid James Glynn was
drunk. . o i _ o

Specification fourth.~—In this: that on or about the 1st day of January,
1850, the before-mentioned James Glynn was drunk; the United
States ship Preble being at the time at anchor off the city of San Fran-
cisco, California. ‘

Specification fifth—~—1In this: that on or about the 12th day of January,
1850, the before-mentioned James Glynn was drunk while the United
States ship Preble, then under his command, was in a dungerous situa-
tion on the rocks in front of Benicia city, Califorria.

CuARGE sEcoND.—Wilful misrepresentation.

Specification—In this: that in the month of January, 1850, Assistant
Surgeon John L. Burtt was under suspension by order of Commander
James Glynn; that on the occasion of a medical survey, of which the
said John L. Burtt was a member, being ordered on board the United
States ship Preble, he, the aforesaid James Glynn, restored the afore-
said John L. Burtt to duty for the purpose of acting upon said survey,
telling him that when his duty as a member of said survey was con-
cluded, it was the order of Commgdore Jones that he, the said John L.
Burtt, would resume his suspension; and that when he, the said James
Glynn, a short time subsequently, finally restored the said John L.
Burtt to his duties, informed him that ke had not mentioned the fact of
his the said John L. Burtt’s suspension to Commodore Jones.

CuarGE THIRD.—** Using provoking and reproachful words.”

Specification—In this: that the said James Glynn on divers and fre-
quent occasions, while in command of the United States ship Preble
on her last cruise, made use of insulting, provoking, and reproachful
words and language to his officers, generally, causing them to be dissat-
isfied with the vessel in which they were serving, the cruise they were
performing, and the service in general.

CrARGE FOURTH.—Cruelty.

Specification—In this: that between the fifteenth and twenty-fifth
days of July, 1849, the before-mentioned James Glynn, by disregard-
ing the official advice and serious and strenuous- entreaties of the senior
medical officer on board of the United States ship Preble, Assistant
Surgeon John L. Burtt, to put into a port of the Sandwich Islands for
the health and benefit of the sick of said ship Preble, of which there
were at the time from forty-four to forty-cight, and of which one was
dying every third or fourth day, was guilty of an act of unnecessary



44 f H. Mis. 22.

cruelty to said sick, in consequence of which many of said sick men
died, which, in all reasonable probability, might have been saved by
pursuing the course proposed and advised by said John L. Burtt to
suid James Glynn. ‘ '

Cuarce FIrTH.—Exceeding his authority as a commander in the
United States navy, and as a representative of his country.
Specification first.—In this: that on or about the twenty-fourth day
of April, 1849, the before-mentioned James Glynn, in command of the
United States ship Preble, then lying at anchor in the harbor of Naga-
saki, in the empire of Japan, did relieve from obedience to the orders
and entire authority of the executive officer of said ship Preble Henry
Wilson, purser of said ship Preble, and that the said Henry Wilson
did so remain relieved from obedience to the orders and entire authority
of said executive officer until he, the said Henry Wilson, was detached
from said ship Preble, in the latter part of February, 1850—an act not
only of insult to said executive officer, but subversive of discipline.
Specification second.—In this: that the said James Glynn did, be-
tween the tenth and twenty-sixth days of October, 1849, order and
cause all vessels, American and foreign, leaving the port of Honolulu,
to be boarded by boats from the United States ship Preble, under his
command, and that all vessels so leaving and so boarded should be
thoroughly searched for deserters from the said ship Preble—the said
Preble being then moored in said port of Honolulu—thereby assuming
‘and exercising a right and authority contrary to the professions of our
country, and to contest which right, assuned by a foreign nation, the
United States declared war in 1812. o
. Witnesses.—David Geisinger, captain; Edward C. Ward, lieutenant;
A. G. Clary, lieutenant; Silas Bent, lieutenant; John L. Burtt, assist-
ant surgeon; Wm. Lowber, assistant surgeon; Henry Wilson, purser;
Edw. Brinley, passed midshipman; Wilson McGunnegle, passed mid-
shipmen; Henry Ward, acting gunner; Timothy Griffin, sailmaker;
Jas. Walker, acting boatswain; Reuben Cook, master-at-arms; Moses
Stevens, hospital steward; Thos. Clark, ordinary seaman; John Rob-
inson, seaman; Wra. Miller, landsman; Edgar Brodhead, Philadelphia ;
Wm. F.:Shunk, Harrisburg. :

——

: Navy DeparTMELT,
Burcau of Medicine und Surgery, March. 6, 2851.

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith a communication from
Dr. Burtt, the senior medical officer. of the U. S. ship Preble during
her late cruise in the Pacific, containing grave charges against the com-
mander of that vessel. :

"As the course allegéd to have been pursued by Commander Glynn
tends to destroy the usefulness of the medical corps, and entirely to
defeat the object for which it was established, I have earnestly to in-
voke your attention to the complaints therein set forth.

If the statcmen's of Dr. Burtt have any foundation in iruth, the
frightful mortality on board the Prebl:, and consequent crippling of
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~that vessel, were mainly owing to the contemptuous disregard exhibited
by the commander of the protessional advice and opinion of the med-
ical officer. - . . . P T TR
- I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, =~ = .~ .. =
T T Y THO. HARRIS.
. Hon. W, A. GRamam, .. . L
o o - Seeretary of the Navy.:

co L " PHILADELPHIA, February 25, 1851,
- Sir: After long reflection and much hesitation as to the proper mode
“of bringing forward certain matters for the consideration of the depart-
‘ment, I have been induced, by ‘my " opinion of the importance of the
subject in various points -of view, to make a statement of ‘a variety of
- facts’ connected with the medical history of the cruise of the Preble,
-under the command of James Glynn, commander United States navy.
I approach the subject with much reluctance, and present this paper

- now only from a sense of the importance of the results of a certain
- course upon the health and efficiency of a crew, and upon the position
and duties of the medical corps of themavy. . =~ = . = ..
* The Preble left the United States in' September, 1846, and from that
 time until 8eptember, 1848, was rost actively. employed in'sea-service.
- The number of days actually passed at sea during these two years
‘was five hundred and nine, and in port two hundred and twenty-one.
"At the end of this period (September, 1848,) the Preble arrived upon
the Chinese station.” “'We ‘remained upon that station from the end of
September, 1848, until the early part of June; 1849. C
. . During this interval ‘the. Preble was at'<ea, exposed to generally
unpleasant weather, but forty-four days, the remainder of the time
“having been' passed at Macao, Hong-Kong, and at various anchorages .
in the Canton river, with short visits to Manilla, Napa-kiang, Nanga-
saki, Shanghae, and 'Amoy. The ship arrived in the waters of the "
Yangtsz-kiang 'and Woosung, upon May 2, 1849, and remained at:’
anchor at the towns of Woosung and Shanghae for ten days. -~ ..
* Immediately upon leaving this river I discovered ‘indications of the
‘influence of malaria, which is rife in that section of China, = =
- ‘Proceeding . from thence to Amoy, where we remuined about thirey-.
“siz hours, we returned from thence to Macao.. Upon the 20th May,
- 1849, aftér leaving Amoy, the commander.called me upon the .]io'.op, and
“aconversation then took place with regard to'giving the crew liberty at
Macao, in.which he informed me of his intention of so doing upon our
‘arrival at that place. " I strongly dissuaded him from granting liberty,
‘stating’ distinctly the fict that I already perceived a predisposition
among the crew to ‘diseases of the climate ;' and also informed him that
liberty would, in every probability, be followed by so severe and exten-
sive. sickness in the forms of dyscutery and fiver, that. the ship would

be disubled, perhaps for months, from making any cruise. . ..
. He said that he had orders fromn the commodore to grant. the ‘men
liberty there previously to sailing' for the United States, and that he
was'to be ready for sea by a certain time: I urged him strongly not
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to give the liberty until the arrival of the commodore, (then expected
in a few days) assuring him that I was convinced that his ship would
be disabled by sickness if he did so. We arrived at Macao upon May
23, 1849, and upon the 23d the first dranght of liberty men went on
shore. Upon May 27, occurred the first case of dysentery.
Previously to the occurrence of the epidemic, our average of sick
had been eight daily : ’ :

May 23, sick....ceememiiiiiianaiiaaan.. ceeeeencacanan .. 8
13 D> T N e .. 8
¢ 25, ¢ _.... ceceaann e ccareaceaen O, cevenn ce--. 8
I3 26, s e e e e ettt . 8
13 > A i1
¢ 2 TR ...10
¢ 29, ¢ ... @ ceesecacesaceecsacec e mnoa 11
¢ B0, i iiecececemcecesannaan eeecavenenan 15
R Y T . .....18
JUNE 1, & i it eeeccecnr e naceaaaacan——a- 19
T 2 T et e cemccneeaeaa 21
¢ .3, o e e e e e e e e e ettt et 24
7 4, “ eeeen... e e e e e e —_—
1] 5, B e e e e e e e et teececet ettt 35'
€6 6, b e e e e e e e e e e ettt ettt et raean 43
6 s 8 e et eeceecccccecacemaaameaemcaamaaaaaann 44

During the period included between the above dates, large quanti-
ties of provisions and other stores were sent on board, a large portion
of whic% was stowed upon the berth-deck; so large a quantity, indeed,
that had the crew been in good health, it would, in all probability, have
been productive of serious consequences upon a long passage.

Under the circumstances then existing, 1t would have been a fatal
addition to the sufferings of the crew, if’ permitted to remain. TUpon
the morning of June 5th, 1849, I went to Commander Glynn and re-
presented my views fully, and requested that he should use measures
to have them removed. He declined any action, saying that it ¢ was
an affair of the commodore’s, and not his business.” 1 went below
and addressed a communication to the commander, of which the fol-
lowing is a copy: ‘ -

U. S. Suip PrEBLE,
Macao, June 5, 1849.

Sir: I wish to direct your attention to the large number of cases
affected with dysentery, which appears upon the report. I believe it to
‘have originated principally in the excesses of the crew when lately upon
liberty. But there are other reasons for it, as some of the most sober
and stcady men, petty officers—scme of whom did not go ashore, or
who were sober when there—hav.: been seized as severely as others.
Among the causes, I feel obliged to notice the condition ot the berth-
deck: so large a space is occupied by provisions and other articles, that
there is a very serious reduction of the room for hammocks, and of the
number of cubic feet of atmosphere, already so limited that it is im-
possible for all the men to swing or sleep in the space allowed. The
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consequence of this is, that they lie upon the berth-deck, or upon the
spar-deck, during the damps of the night, or after having been wet by
rain. If every man remained in his hammock, the heat, moisture, and
confined atmosphere, vitiated by the presence of so many, could not
fail to be productive of mischief, and more particularly when there are
sick among them. At present the sick are obliged, from the want of this
space, to lie down upon deck, or upon mess-chests, &c., adding much:
to their suffering, and diminishing or rendering nugatory the effects of
treatment. There is, in short, no room for the sick and too little for
the well. '

I would respectfully suggest, that if it be compatible with the con-
templated nature of the cruise, the berth-deck may be kept entirely
clear. There are many other points connected with the presence of
provisions on the deck that are objectionable, but I deem it unnecessary
to dwell upon them. ‘

Very respectfully,
JOHN L. BURTT,
Assistant Surgeon United States Navy.

James GLYNN,

Commandcr U. 8. Ship Preble, Macao.

Upon the morning of June 6th, Commander Glynn sent for me and
returned the original communication, declining any. action upon its re-
commendation, upon the ground that it was ¢the commodore’s busi-
ness ;" that he ¢ had nothing to do withit.” My assistant, Dr. W. Low-
ber, went ashore, and during the day accidentally meeting with Com-
modore Geisinger, acquainted him for the first time, I believe, with the
condition of the berth-deck. During the day orders were received
from the commodore, as I understood, for clearing the berth-deck as
I had recommended. This order was carried into effect and the deck
cleared. ' '

About noon of the 9th, the ship was got under way for Hong-Kong,
and thence for San Francisco. I considered at the time, and still view
this movement as an exceedingly unadvisable one, but had no opportu-

_nity of giving an opinion as a medical officer. We left Hong-Kong
about noon of the 10th June, and proceeded upon the voyage to San
Francisco. ' '

At sea, July 5th, having already lost by death-as many as five, with
every prospect of the loss of many more, with fifty-six upon the sick-
list; a continuance of very unpleasant weather—foggy, damp, and
squally, with the thermometer ranging from 62° to 64° F., I advised
the commander to make the port of Honolulu, as the only means of
preventing much greater mortality, and general invaliding of the crew.
This [ urged strongly, informing him of my conviction that by this
alone many might be saved, ang that by continuing upon the course
to San Francisco the epidemic would be fatally aggravated.

I also gave as another reason, that I was running short of the most
necessary articles, and that at the present rate I should be unable to
do more than look on at the expiration of two weeks. So that it was
absolutely necessary to run into port as soon as practicable in order to
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procure supplies, and indicated Honolulu as the only suitable place, in
~point of position, climate, and as a source of necessary supplies.

Our position at that time was 37° 40’ N. lat., 155° 06’ E. long. Posi-
tion of Honoluluy, lat. 21° 17 67" N., long. 157° 68’ W.; consequently
2,630 miles distant, and course east-southeasterly, with the winds E. to
SE. and southwesterly; while to San Francisco the distance was 4,000
miles—course about E. He declined following my advice, upon the
ground that his orders were to proceed direct to San Francisco, and
that ke could not take the responsibility of deviating from them. .

I urged the necessity of the case strongly, pointing out the probable
consequences of his refusal. Before the close of the comversation, he
offered to run for the Bonin islands, lat. 27° N., long. 141° E., distance
about 1,000 miles—course about SW. % S.

To this I objected, because I could not there procure necessary sup-
plies; and tents ashore would not have been of benefit, even had the
climate and weather been suitable, of which there was room for doubt.
Having deliberated upon the course I should pursue under the circum-
stances, I deemed that the condition in which we were, rendered it
necessary to press this point. Accordingly, upon the same date, I sent
in a writlen communication, of which the following is a copy:

U. S. Surp PresLE, July 5, 1849.

Sir: I feel obliged to recommend making some port where the cli-
mate is more favorable, where supplies can be procured, and accommo-
dation be found for the sick.

My reasons for so doing are, that I see no prospect of improvement
among our sick, nor diminution of their number (unless by death,) under
present or prgspective circumstances, at sea; because already the
extraordinary demand for certain articles of medicine has exhausted
my supply of somie, and two weeks more would leave me with little
or none of other important and absolutely necessary articles. In addi-
tion to this, the presence of so many sick in so small a space may en-
gender such an atmosphere as to produce some epidemic form of disease
among the comparatively few who are in health, while, so far as the:
sick are to be benefited, a temporary removal from the ship to a hos-

ital on shore would be a most valuable aid to their recovery. I would
mndicate the port of Honolulu, in the island of Oahu, as the place
affording most of the requisites sought.

I would ask your serious consideration of this recommendation, and
urge its adoption, if compatible with other requisitions of the service.

Very respectfully,
JNO. L. BURTT,
Assistant Surgeon U. S. Navy.

JamEs GLYNN,
Commander U. S. Ship Preble.

The course to San Francisco was still maintained.

During several succeeding days, (upon which our list of sick contin-
ued to average fifty-four daily,) I continued to urge the adoption of my
advice without efect.

Upon August 8, 1849, having, since the date of the communication
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above, lost nine more of cur crew, and many more threatening a fatal
termination, we fell in with the U. 8. ship Ghio, Commander Stribling,
lat. 42° 39’ N., long. 138° 48’ W.; San Francisco distant about 800
miles; course about E. § 8., and abowut 17566 fronr-Honolulu.

Upon the morning of the 9th we were boarded by Flect Surgeon
Barrabino, who inspected the sick, &c. After receiving some neces-
sary medicines the ship was kept away for Honolulu.

Upon the 20th August Commander Glynn called me upon the poop
and mnformed me that he intended to form a hospital on shore, or afloat,
upon the arrival of the ship at Honolulu, and made various inquirics
with regard to the necessary arrangements. T

I objected decidedly to having a hospital afloat if a proper house could
be procured on shore, and mentioned the necessity of at least four nurses
and @ cook. The individuals for this purpose were selected and ap-
proved of by Commander Glynn. TUpon the morning of August 21st
we anchored in the harbor of Honolulu, baving lost, since specaking the
Obio, six more of my patients.” '

Upon the evening ot the 22d, the hospital was rcady for the reception
of the sick. About dusk they arrived, and were bedded as well and
as sooi as circumstances would permit; but no attendants came. My
assistant remained on board by the commander’s order; nor were the
medicines, bed-pans, &c., sent on shore. My hospital steward was
among the sick.

The night of the 22d was a horrible one. There were forty-four
men suffering from dysentery in its severest form, most of them more
than usual from their recent removal. Unable to assist themselves,
and without any one to wait upon them but myself, they soiled them-
selves, their bedding and clothing, and the floor; while I was unable
to do anything, having on shore not a single article of medicine, or
convenience, either to mitigate pain or preserve cleanliness.

Upon the morning of the 23d, the cook came on shore. Thus I had,
upon the 24th, (two more having been added to the number on shore,)

Jorty-six severely ill men in the hospital, with no attendant except the
cook. The medicines belonging to the ship did not comc on shore
until the afternoon of the 23d. : )

Upon the morning of the 26th, (still without any of the expected
nurses from the ship,) Commander Glymn visited the hospital. I took
this opportunity to ask him again for-the necessury attendants. His
reply was, “that it was out of the question;” that he could not sparc
them. After his departure from the hospital, I sent him a commu-
nication, of which the following is a copy: -

UNiTED STATES Smf PRrEBLE,
' Honolulu, August 26, 1849.

Sir: I find it necessary, for the proper and indispensable attention
which is due to the sick, to make a requisition for threc of the crew of
the ship, or such other persons as otherwise can be obtained, as nurses
at the hospital at Mannakilika. Thus-far I-have had none but invalids
1o wait upon them, day or night. This arrangement is wholly inade-

“quate to the absolute neccessities of the case, besides being injurious to
those thus engaged all day and keeping watch at night. I cunnot under-
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ta.ke to treat. the s1ck with any prospect of beneﬁt, unt11 thls deﬁc1ency '
be remedied.

- It is also necessary agam to refer to the absolute necessny of some
proper understanding as to ‘the continuance and duties of a guard. I
cannot be responsible either for improper persons being achmtted or

ractices indulged in, nor for the presence.of the patients in. the
Eospltal Last night there was no guard, and none could be obtained.
-Nor have the guards who have been on duty been properly matructed
‘as to whatis expected of them. o _
' " Very respectfully,

_ J OHN L. BURTT
- : Asszstant Surgeon U S Naz Y-

. JaMEs GLY\"N, L '
Commander U S. sth I’reble. -

Shortly after its rece tion, the men prev1oualy selectcd came on shore.
and reported. Upon the following morning, (the 27th,) Acting Lieut.
S. Bent verbally conveyed me an order from Commander Glynn, posi-
tively prohibiting me from writing any official communication without
his order or requeat. Soon after, Commander. Glynn came to the hos-
pital in person, and reiterated the order with much warmth, assigning
as a reason for the order, that it was “a high breach of ethuette” for
me to address him; that “a mldcthman had as well write to him from
the quarter-deck that it was eight bells.” .

I' should have previously remarked that Commandcr Glynn did not
allow me to use my own, discretion either in déciding who of my
paticnts should be removed to the hospital, or under What circumstances
they should remain. - The detention of many on board, where I could
not show them proper attention, nor control their diet, together with

‘the removal of others from the hospital to the ship, before, in my judg- -
ment, they were in a fit condition to go, and upon his decision alone, I
believe to have had a very detnmcntal effect upon their health, and to
be one great cause of the detention of the ship, and disabling- her from
performing the duties expected of a man-of-war.

Upon two occasions, by the commander’s orders, all the nurses were
removed from the hospital, leaving me without their necessary attend-
ance, with a. large number of sick. Upon one -of these occasions one
of my patients died at midnight, and I myself, with the assistance. of
one or two of the sick, removed the ‘body from the ward.

Officers were ordered on board in oppesition to my remonstrances,
without consulting me, (while others, not sick, were permltted to live
on shore,) at a p'u'tlcularly 1mproperxt1me. o

- I think it due to myself, in ‘order that an idea of the mode in which
my duties and prolessmn were treated by Commander Glynn, to give
specimens of the language used by hun, In answer 1o my most earne~t
remonstrances upon ‘official matters.

‘Commander Glynn: “You cannot teach me :m}thmcr about medi-
cines, hospitals, or anything else.” ¢I know as much about medicine
as you or any other doctor, and so does anybody else.” ¢ Your moral
responsibilities be damned!” «I’ll take your responsibilitics; I have
not mterfered in vour treatment, but I may take the reaponelblht) of
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doing that,” “Well, let them (the sick) die.and be damned; I wish
“they would.” ~ “Why, you have no rights, no rank, no authority.”
“You are an ignorant young man, and the hardest to teach that I ever
saw.” With regard to written communications : ¢ Others might allow
it, but it is not the custom of the service—he never heard of such a
thing, and he would be damned if I should thrust my opinion upon him,
unless he asked or ordered me to do so.”” == ' -
~ Without doing more than mentioning some of the. points connected.
with the medical history of the Preble’s cruise, I would remark that of
~a crew of 15 officers and 124 men, over 30 have died from dys-
entery ; 32 were left sick at the hospital at Honolulu ; and about 30
were taken to San Francisco, still sick. This extraordinary destruction
of a ship’s crew, I believe to be mainly owing to the effects of exposure
on liberty granted to the crew at Macuao, by Commander Glynn, against
the advice of his medical officer, and to his subsequent disregard of that
“officer’s opinion. = L o o
- Should the department take this matter under consideration, I am
prepared to present specifications against Commander James Glynn,
U. 8. N., under the following heads: A
1. Neglect of duty. S
- 2. Unofticer-like and ungentlemanly language.

8. Cruelty. ' g
~ 4. Drunkenness. o o |
- Very respectfully, - L .
SR - . JOHN L. BURTT,

- Assistant Surgeon U. 8. Navy.

‘Hon. W. A. GraHaM, PR | |
- Seeretary U.-S. Nuvy Department, FWashington, D. C.

I11.
‘“COPIES OF ALL CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT AND
. COMMODORE THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES, RELATING TO THE SAID
STEAMER EDITH.” - - = = = = I :

o Navy DEPARTMENT, April 14, 1549.
- 8ir: Under the authority of the third section of the act of Congress
of March 3, 1849, making appropriations for the naval service for the
year cuding June 30, 1850, the Secretary of War has trunsferred to
the Navy Department the United States stcamer Edith, now in the
service of the quartermaster’s department of the army. o
You will be pleased to receive the said steamer on the part of the
navy, and she will be attached to the squadron under your command.
Licut. Richard W. Meade has been ordered to report to you for the
command of the Edith. He will leave the United States at an early
day, and proceed to the Pacific by the overland route. B B
A master, two passed midshipmen, a master’s mate, and four engi-
neers, have been ordered to report to you for duty on board the Edith,
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and’ vull take paqsage in the Umtcd States <loop-of war “Falmouth i
‘which will shortly sail from Boston to join your command. :
- When the steamer is in a condition to receive her crew, you will de—,
‘tail from your squadron a sufficient number of men for that purpose.
I am, 1espcct1ully, your obedient servant, .

4 WM. BALLARD PRE%TON
Cnm Tromas Ap C. Jones,
' _ Commandmtr U S. Squadron, I’aaﬁc ocean. -

[Extract.]

«Navy DEPARTMENT, Apnl 16, 1849.

“Sm In ‘my de~patch of the 14th instant, you are informed of the
transfer from the War Department of the steamer Edith. *he will
be of essential service to you, as a cruiser along the coast.

~¢I am, sir, very respectlully, your obedient servant,

' _ ' “VVM BALLARD PRESTON

“Com THO‘VIAS Ar C. JO\EQ, |

u Commandmo U. 8. Squadron, Pacgﬁc ocean.’

“Lzst of letters from the Hon. Sccretary q/' the Navy to Commodore Tkomas
- Ap C. Jones, received by the United States mazl—stcanm Panama, San’
~ Francisco, Junc 4, 184.9. :

“November 29, 1848; Fcbraary 15, 1849—-(3) Fcbruary 20, 1849:
February 22, 1849; Apnl 2, 1849; Apnl 14, 1849 April 16,* 1849.”

[”The honorable Secretary 8 letter of the 12th of January, referred to in this letter, has
'noryetcometohand o o _ ‘ T APCJ]

[Fxtract ]

. [No 61. ] - - Bawn FRANCISCO, sze 22, 1849.

- «Sir: The propeller Edith is now in the process of being turned
“over to the navy.”
«The Edith, if T had engineers, would be very useful as a despatch
“vessel and tender to the squadron, she requiring but a small crew,
which can always be drawn, temporarily, from the flag-ship. Her ma-
chxnery is <omewhat out of order, but I think I can get it repalred
here.” |
- “I ha\ e the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
: : «THOS. AP C. JONES,
“ Commandcr-m—chwf U.S. Nawllorccs, Pacific ocean.

"‘Hon WM Barrarp PrEsTON,
4 Secrctary of the Ncwy ”
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[‘Io. 65] . Saw chrsco, Scptember 1, 1849,

Sir: The steam propellers «Edith” and ¢Massachusetts” have
been transferred from the War to the Navy Department, the former to
lhe 'squadron and the latter to the joint commission. - The Edith was.
in a very unserviceable condition; that is, her propelhncr machinery,
“which has been repaired at a very "considerable cost—$3,500—and she
is now in charge of Lieut. McCormick, with two engineers, hired for
‘the occasion, and has gone to leeward upon a requisition of the honor-
able T. B. King, to brmrr the members elect from San Diego, Los An-
gelo:,, and Santa Ba.rba.ra, to Monterey, where the convcntmn fur form- -
ing a State constitution will this day meet.

- Lieutenant Meade arrived here in the July steamer, but. Wxthout the
engineers and other officers appointed to accompany him.. As soon as
the Edith returns to this place Licut. Meade will be put in command;
‘but she will not be able to leave the port again until the arrival of the
Falmouth, with the officers and engincers ordered out for that vessel.

1 have no information from the Bureau of Lqulpment, &c., that any
coal is on the way here. The steamers will be of but little use without
fuel; and coal can be purchased here only in small parcels, and at
high prices—irom $30 to $40 per ton.

1 regret exceedingly to inform you that Mr. King is lymfr danver-
ously ill in this town, of dysentery, which is very prevalent here. He
was attacked a fortnight ago; and although the worst symptoms have
been somewhat aubdued Dr. Bowie (of the navy) is not entirely free
from apprehension of a fatal termination. Should such be the case. the
public, and California in particular, would sustain a loss which could
not be speedily replaced. . :

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. AP C. JONES,
Commander-zn-chzt’f U S. .Z\ val Forces, Pacific ocean.

‘Hon. WM. Batrarp PresToN,
: Sccretary qf the Navy.
P. S.—Since the above was written Dr. Bowxe hfl« called in 0 say
that Mr. King’s symptoms are much more favorable, and that he thinks
him domo very well. . ‘ T.APC.J.

[No. 66.] - '  Frac-surp Omio, "
' ' San Francisco, September 12, 1849.

qm The enclosed copy of a letter from Lieut. James McCormick
will inform you of the ehlpwreck and total loss of the United States
steam propeller “Edith.” "My letter No. 65, of the 1st of September,
intormed you of the object for which the “Edith” was despatched to
leeward, which will bé better understood by the accompanying copy of
a letter from the Hon. T. Butler King, to me addressed. 1 am pleased
to say that, notwithstanding the loss of the « Edith,” the object of her
visit below has not been defeated, as all the members elected to the
convention from the southern (hstncta, with a single exception, were in



'a.‘tendance at Monterey when the conventlon oro'amzed for busmess, on
,Monday, the 3d instant, and by last accounts W ere proceedmcr harmo-'
niously in their great work, -
I have the honor to be, most. respectfully, your obedlent servant,
co .. THOS. AP C..JONES, = . - -~
Commandcr-m—ckzef U. S l\aval F orces; Pac ﬁc ocean.

Hon. WM. B PRESTON,
Secretary qf the Naz y -

Nom —For the copy of a letter from Lreut J ames: McCormlck .
referred to above, see paper marLed A, and forming a part of the pro-
ceedings of a naval court of inquiry held on board of the United States
sloop-oﬂ-war Falmouth, in the port of Benicia, Upper California, Wed-
nesday, January 9, 18503 and also for the copy of a letter from’ the"
‘Hon. T. Butler ng, referred o above; see paper G of the same pro-‘
ceedmas.—l\AVY DEPA.RTMENT , e : -

'[No. 90] co FLAG-SHIP SA.VAN’NAH, o
| Sk Bemcza Roads, January 21, 1850.
‘lm Herewrth I h'tve the honor to enclose a copyof the ﬁndmrr and’
oplmon ‘of  the naval court of inquiry" recently held “in this port. by my
order of the 7th instant, a copy of which is also enclosed, to inquire
into the loss of the United States steam propeller Edith, in the tempo-
rary. command of Lieutenarnt James McCormick. - The apparent delay‘_
in makitig legal inquiry into the loss of a vessel of thé navy was owing -
to the abscnce of the principal oﬁ'icers, and most of the wrecked crew,
for want of means’ ofP transportation for themselves, and the necessity’
‘of a portion of them rémaming near the wreck in chiarge of such articles
as could be saved' therefrom. "The few articles. saved were more or’
less damarred by being overboard, and’ from subsequent exposure ‘to
‘heavy rains; but had they not been so damaged, the cost of transport-
ation’ to Monterey, .or-San Francisco, would have’ been, gréater than
‘the entire cost of’ such articles' purchased new and sent out here." I..
itherefore advertised for. bids on the inventory exhibited at the' navy
agent’s office in San Francisco, on \Vhl(,h two, thousand dollars was the '
greatest sum that could be realized: ‘ "
It is highly graufym ‘to see by the ev1dence before the, court, its -
'ﬁndmas and oprmons, that Lieutenant McCormrck and his associates:
are fully e\onerated from any blame or censure in the conduct and lossv
.of the Ed1th el .
Mosf respectfully, your obedrent servant, SR
, THOS. AP. C. JONES, - -
: Cammander-m—ckzqf U S Nawl Forces, Pacg/z'c occan. "
Hon. WM. BALLARD PresrTon, ' | o
s Sccretmy of tkc J.Vae,y

NOTE.-—For a copy of the ﬁndmg and opmmn of the naval court of
Jinquiry referred to in' the foregoing letter, see . the proceedings of a
naval court of mqmry held on board the Umted Qtates sloop-of ~war
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Falmouth, in the port of Benicia, Upper California, Wednesday, Jan-

uary 9, 1850; and also, for a copy of the order:convening said court

of inquiry, referred to in the foregoing letter, see the same proceedings.
- S Navy DEPARTMENT.

T | '~ Navy DeparTMENT,
| - : - February 13, 1851.
Sir: The department has reccived from Commander Glynn *the

- proceedings and report of a court of inquiry,” referred to in your letter
~ of the 11th instant. : ' :

- The department will be glad to receive all records of courts-martial
and courts of inquiry: convened by you while in command of the
-squadron in the Pacific. _ -

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, _
T | WILL. A. GRAHAM.

- Com. Tuos. Ap C. JoxEs, ' o '
U. 8. Navy, Washington, D. C.

Navy DePARTMENT,
. April 10, 1851.

- Sir: In an official communication, addressed to you on the 13th of
February last, a desire was expressed that you should transmit to the
department the records of all the courts-martial convened by your order
daring your late command of the squadron in the Pacific. - :

The records have not yet been reccived at the department.
‘ I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, f
. ‘ WILL. A. GRAHAM.
Com. Tuos. Ap C. JonEs, o :
- U. 8. Nuvy, Prospect Hill, Fairfax county, Va.

Near Prospect Hirn, Va.,
: _ Aprid 16, 1851.

S1r: Accompanying this I transmit sundry records of naval courts-
martial and courts of inquiry, held under my warrants as commander-
im-chief of the Pacific squadron, ig the years 1848, 1849, and up to
July, 1850. ' :

The records in the case of Lieutenant Fabius Stanly, two trials;
Passed Midshipman J. P. Hall, three trials; and carpenter James H.
Conelly, as well as the proceedings of the court of inquiry in relation
to the robbery of the Preble’s moncy-chest, have already been returned
to the Navy Department. .

- I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
. THOS. AP C. JONES.
Hon. WiLL. A. Granawm, .
' Secretury of the Navy.
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Navy DEPARTMENT,
o , | April 19, 1851.
‘Sir: Your letter of the 16th instant, with the accompanying records
of naval courts-martial and courts of inquiry, has been received.
: I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, I
. ' WILL. A. GRAHAM.

€om. Twuos. Ap C. Jongs, _
Near Prospect Hill, Va.

NAVY DepPARTMENT,
October 27, 1851.

Sr: The order, or precept, for the court of inquiry convened by.
you “for the purpose of inquiring into the loss of the late United States
steam propeller Edith,” refers to ‘“accompanying letters A, B, C, and
D, as forming the ground of the foregoing order.” ‘ _

The letters referred to do not appear on the record, as transmitted
by you, and are not to be found on the files of the department. You
are requested to inform the department what has become of them, or
what waus their purport. . ‘

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: : - C. M. CONRAD, |
- _ . Acting Secretury of the Navy.

Com. Tros. Ap C. Jones, = '

Prospect Hill, Fairfax Co., Va.

Near Prospecr Hirw,

= } Virginia, November 8, 1851.

Sir: On the 28th ultimo I received your letter of the 27th of Oc-
tober,~which is in these words: ¢ The order, or precept, for the court of
inquiry convened by you, *for the purpose of inquiring into the loss of
the late United States steam propeller Edith,’ refers to ‘accompanying
letters A, B, C, and D, as forming the ground of the foregoing order.’
The letters referred to do not appear on the record, as transmitted by
You, and are not to be found on the files of the department. You are
requested to inform the department what has become of them, or what -
was their purport.” e ‘ .

‘The missing papers, A, B, C, and D, to which your letter alludes,
are not among my papers, which fact confirms me in believing that the
record was perfect wgen' transmitted to the Navy Department. *

The letters A, B, C, and D, referred to by my precept for holding
a court to inquire into the loss of the Edith, could have been none
others than the orders under which Lieut. McCormick was sailing
when the Edith was stranded, Licut. McCormick’s reports (2) of the
disaster, and probably a lctter from ‘the Hon. T. B. King, a confiden-
tial agent of thc government, upon whose requisition the Edith had
been despatched to the leeward ports of our possessions on the Pacific.
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-For further 1nformatron upon th1s subJect, I bev leave to refer :you to .
my despatches Nos. 65, 66, and 90, of' the years 1849—’50, to the .'
Hon. Secretary of the Navy g | o
1 have the honor t0 be your obedlent servant, . - AT
o o THOq AP C JO\’ES

The Hon. LECRETARY OF THE NAVY. S

Pnosrnc'r HILL, VA, S
January 24, 1852

Sm I have recently dlscovered '1monfr ‘my papers,. which. are very -
wolummou ‘and much deranged by hasty packing' in boxes (several .
mule-loads) for crossing the 1s1hmus, the missing - ormmal documents,
A,B,C, D, and E, and copies F and G, belonrrmg to the record of-
the court v»hxch convened on ‘the 9th of" J: anuary, 1850, on bo'trd the
‘United States sloop Falmouth at Benicia, for the purpose of' i inquiring
into the loss of the United States steam propeller Edith, to which I now
add H, a copy of a letter from the Nayy Department, which’ speaks for’
itself.. ‘These papers, with' the Edith’s locr-bool\, and a tracing of the.-
‘coast ‘on which she was unf')rtunatcly wrecked, are beltevcd to con-

tain all the information T possess in reference to that ill-fated crafi.

T also transmit records of two other courts of _inghiry, held in. the
Bay of San’ Francisco under my orders: one to inquire”into the delay
“of the St. Mary’s in"joining the squadron’ after she left. Norfolk; the
other relates to spurious duse alleoed to havo hzen paSsed for nold bv'
‘@ warrant ofﬁcer of the St. Mary’s. .
S I am, sxr, very respcctfully, your obedlent servant, SENEIES

| | Lol . ‘'THOS. AP C. JONES, '
. B o Late Cammandmo- Pacz/' ic. Squadran.
i Hon VVILL. A GRAHAWI, :
AR Sccremry qf zlw l\avy

Nn'n: —For the orwmm] documents 'md cop1es, A B C D E F,'
'G and  H, referred to 1n the fmcgomfr letter, sce the proccedmrrs of a
naval court of inquiry held on board. of the United ‘States’ sloop-of-war
Falmouth, in the. port of Benicia, Upper Ca.hforma, \Vcdnesday, Jau—
uary 9, 1850 —NAVY DEPARTME\'T EERITET o

NAVY DEPARTME\'T, ‘
. : » - January 28, 1852.
Srir: Your letter of the 24th mst has bcen recetved tovcther W1th
.'the documents and records to. whlch it refeh R
L I am, rCspectfullv, _your obedtont servant,

L \ WILL. A. GR&HAM
Com THOMAS AP C. Joxns, R
- U. 8. Navy, Prospect Hill, Va. e
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“COPIES OF THE CORRESPONDENCE WITH RIC_HARD W. MEADE, LATE A
LIEUTENANT IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY, DURING THE YEAR 1851,”
RELATING TO THE SAID STEAMER EDITH. ' :

Navy DEPARTMENT,‘ October 21, 1851.

Sir: Proceed to Boston, Massachusetts, without delay, and report to
Commodore Downes for duty on board the United States sloop-of~war
Portsmouth. - ' o ' ‘

‘ I am, respectfully, yours,
C. M. CONRAD,
_ Acting Secretary of the Navy.
Lieut. Ricearp W. MeaDE, - _ .
' U. 8. Navy, New York.

New Yorg, October 24, 1851.

Sir: On the 13th November, 1849, I personally reported myself at
the Navy Department, then just arrived from San Francisco, California,
and earnestly requested the Hon. Mr. Preston to reorder me to the
Pacific station. 1 assigned many reasons for this—the strongest being
the suspension of my orders, and by which I was placed in a position
awkward, if not humiljating.

The Hon. T. Butler King wrote from San Francisco by me, volun-
tarily urging Mr. Preston to appoint me to another command on the
Pacific station. On the 14th November, I made a written report.
March 8, 1850, four months after, I proceeded to Washington, (not
hearing from San Francisco,) and requested permission, by letter, to
take the overland route to San Francisco, to recover my three years’

stock of clothing, &c., consisting of three large chests, which, upon
receipt of order dated Navy Department, April 11, 1849, I proceeded
first to Boston and placed in charge of Lieutenant F. Renshaw,
attached to the United States ship Falmouth, thcre preparing to pro-
ceed to the Pacific. The departinent, the next day, (March 9, 1850,)
refused to grant me permission to recover my eflects, yet ever since
has kept me waiting orders. I respectfully refer the department to my
letter of 14th November, 1849. 1 did not then complain of the sus-
pension of the orders of the dcpartinent, or of the: treatment which it
was the pleasure of the commodore of the Pacific squadron to exercise
towards me, the instrument of the government. I simply enclosed my
correspondence with the commodore of the squadron, and related what
I had done to execute the commands of the (}lepartment, without com-
ment, leaving it to its wisdom and justice to act thereupon, feeling
assured that it would investigate its instructions and that “official in-
formation” which it gave to the commodore of the Pacific squadron, as
stated in his communication to me dated San Francisco, August 17,
1849, viz: “that I (the commodore) am officially informed by the Hon.
Secretary of the Navy that you (Lieutenant Commanding Meade)
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would take passage in the United States sloop' Falmouth for this sta-
tion, and, on the arrival of the Falmouth, I (the commodore) am to put
you (Lieutenant Commanding Meade) in command of the Edith,” and
not believing that, up to this period, the department would decide to
retain me ‘waijting orders,” tacitly approving the course of the com-
‘modore of the Pacific squadron, in violation of its own orders. ‘
- The Hon. Mr. Preston gave me permission to refer to the filess I
called on Mr. Samuel L. Harris, who politely satisfied me with this
portion of  the letter above quoted. I was actuated by a laudable de-
sire to get this information, as it clashed so with the orders given to
me dated Navy Department, April 11, 1849—the Hon. Mr. Preston
having, through the navy agent, advanced me travelling funds to “pro-
ceed by overland route.” ] a 4

Mr. Harris referred to the correspondence, and furnished me with
the only letter on file in relation to myself, the steamer Edith, and the
commodore of the Pacific squadron, dated Navy Department, April
14, 1849—three days after Mr. Preston’s order to me to “proceed.”
I again most respectfully call the attention of the Navy Department,
first, to its order to me dated April 11, 1849; second, to letter of Hon.
Secretary Preston, dated Navy Department, April 14, 1849, to the
commodore of the Pacific squadron; third, to letter to me, dated Au-
gust 17, 1849, at San Francisco, from the commodore of the Pacific
squadron, furnished to the Navy Department in my official communica-
tion November 14, 1849. ‘ ) v

I also enclose extracts of letters and telegraph despatch relative to
my effects, which are stored on board the United States ship Warren
since December, 1849. ‘

In conclusion, let me earnestly and respectfully recall attention to
the sacrifices and losses I am sustaining, through no fault of my own;
and to add that, ever reluctant to appeal to the department a sccond
time, I wrote, by the. mail of the 15th Septembcr, ultimo, or there-
abouts, to Commodore C. S. McCauley, collector King, and Lieutcnant
Cominanding Henry Moore, United  States ship Warren, at San Fran-
§isco, to send forward my three chests by the first ship bound to New

(ork. I

The order of the department, dated October 21, 1851, recached me
last night, owing to my absence from the city; and although I hold my-
selt’ ever ready to obey any order that it may please the department
to give, I would respectfully ask if the matter above related should
not be investigated previous to my departure; or will the department
fucilitate me by permission or orders to San Francisco by *the over-
land route,” to get my three years’ stock of clothing? '

Very respecttully, your obedient servant, _

P R. W. MEADE,

Licutenant U. S. Navy.
Hon. C. M. Coxrap, .
Secretary of Wur, and Acting Secrctary of the Navy.
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Cojncs q/' extracts o/ laurs rccczv(,cl and tclco-raphzc notice from Boston,
' Srom qutcuant Renshaw. -

[6] R -. - New YORK, MaJ 5, 1849. ‘
- The ﬁ)]lowmn' commumcatlon ‘has been received at- tlllb ofﬁce by
'tdcgmph from Boston:

Dear MeApE: Your chests arrived to-(hy on board Falmouth I
will take good care of your thrce chcsts and purser s box. | We 9411

next weck
“FRANK. RENSHAW
» ) _ Lzeutmaut U. 8. 8. Falmouth.
R\fV MLADE,' - ‘ ' S
U utcd States IIorel Ncw York

[7 1 | | | -
"DeAr Sir: I rcgr(,t to ﬁnd on my arnval here, from voux commu-
mc.mon, that you had not even heard of the threc chests and box
which I took out in the Falmouth from Boston in May, 1849, under my
‘char e, contammg our clothmg and. effects for your commmd of the
Edith in the Pacific. 'On my arrival in. San Francisco in December,
1849, I found that on thc loss of the Edith you had been re-ordered to
Washing gton, D. C.; and learning by your letter left for me, through
Counsellor Satterlce, your agent, thut you expected to return. forth-
with, I placed them on board the United States ship Warren for safe-
keeping, under the charge of Lieutcnant Commanding Pickering, who
‘gave me a receipt ; 11|cy arc thcrcfoxe on board the Wanen, under his
charge, sulyect to your order. . S
- Iam, dca.r sIr, - _ L
F. B. RENSHAVV,” o
e Lieutenant U. 8. Navy.
Lieutenant R. W, MEabE, S o
Unated States Navy.

[8] L o PORTSMOUTH, New HAMP%IIIRE, July 2 ‘JS 1851.

My DEar Meape : T have just received your letter of the 20th ulti-
mo, which reminds me that I did receive one from you upon the same
subject just before leaving Boston, which I luid aside, afier a hasty pe-
rusal, with the intention of answering it émmediately on my arrival here.
Various cnrcumst'mccs, with the martiage of my sister, all conspucd to
drive your letter quite out of my mind until the reccipt of your third
letter ; (your second never through the department came to hand.)

In reply, your chests were sent on board the Warren in my absence,
and stowed awuy jn the spirit-room, where they still remain. - You ask.

“who relieved nic, and whether the Warren' will continue a lieutenant’s.
commund?  The commodore was absent when T received the honor--
able Secretary’s communication detaching. me, (at my own. request.)
1 left the ship'in charge of Pussed Midshipman Reily. = She'is a store-
ship, and consequently a licutcnant’s command but had the commo—»



| dore been prcscnt when I was detached he would h'u'e been puz7lcd
to find an officer for ler, as there were none to sparc in the squadron. -
With many apolorrles for my seemmg sﬂen(,e, beheve me }our
friend, o ‘
| - C W PICKERING

R W. MBADD, Brooklyn.

[9] B o NEWYORK,JuZJIG 1851.

'Frienp Meap: Since I last saw you I have carefully exarined
my lutest letters from Culifornia, and regret to say that I find therein
no. allusion to your claim against the ayuntamicnto of San I‘xanuaco,
or to the personal cffects left by you in that city. ‘

'The silence of those to whom I have spccmlly vvutten about thcse
‘matters surprises and mortifies me. For my part, having been so un-
_succcssful so far, I can no longer hope to be of any service to you, and
sincerity demands. that I shoqu acknowledge as much.

In almost every letter written to my correspondents in San F ran-
cisco since your return, in 1849, I have pmtu.ulally referred to, your
~claim and property, without ohcmnrr asingle word in reply. :

As they are all personally known to you, you can much bctter decide
What course to take than any one else, dnd thcrcioxc I wdl not prc-
sume to offer any suggestions.

‘With the hope that the course to be decxded upon may be, in every
rcspect, successful; 1 am, Wlth kmdcst regard:, to all, yours, vmy

sincerely,
WM. SATTERLEE_;RLESE. N
RW.MEADD,. o S R
: U S. Nav Y Broollyn.

i ———

NAVY DEPART’VIE'\T, B
October 27, 1851

! Sm Your letter of the 24th 1natant has been reccwcd

In reply, I have to state that, while the department regrets the losses :
and inconvenience to which you have been subjected, it cannot grant
your request to proceed to Sun Francisco by the overland route. - The
sloop Portsmouth, to which vessel you are now under orders, Wﬂl pro-
ceed to the P‘].Clﬁc ocean. , - ‘

1 am, reepectfully, your obe(hent selvant, ‘
_ | , C. M. CONRAD .
Actmcr Scm etary qf the Navy
Lleutenant R W MEADE, 4
. U S Na,vy, New York

NEw YonK, 0ctobcr "8 1851.

Sir: On the recexpt of your order of the 21st instant I addressed you
a letter relatlvc to my connexion with the Umted States steamer Edlth ,
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an.d asmng 1f the matters connected w:th it should not be mvestngated
: ‘pnor to my separation from the United States in the Portsmouth, =
. Herewith I transmit a series of documents bearing upon the affair of
the Edith, to which I respectfully beg your serious attention. =
Huving received no answer to my former communication of October-
24th metant, I proce,ed thxs afternoon to. Boston to comply W1th your
order. .
I am, sxr, very respectfully, yoﬁr obedient. servant, =
RICHD ‘'W. MEADE,
o Lzeutenant U. 8. ]\av Y-
Hon. QECRBTARY OF THE NAVY, 4
Washmo-ton Czty

- Navy DEPARTMENT,
| | | April 11, 1849,
qm You \Vlll ploceed to S-m Franmsco, California, and report to
‘the commanding officer of the United States squadron in the Pauﬁc,
for the command of the United ‘States steamer Edith..

1 am, 1espectfully, your obedient servant,
_WM BALLARD PREbTON

Llcutenant RICHD. W. MEADE, .
- U.S. Navg/, Washmoton, D C

choned July 16, 1849 B
. A. K. LON_G,] Commodgre,.;

SAN FRANCISCO, Awtrust 16, 1849

CO‘VIMODORE : In pursu'mce of orders from the honomblc the Secretary
of the Navy, dated April 11th ultimo, respecttully herewith enclosed, “to
report to the commanding officer of the United States squadron in the
Pucific for. the command of the United States stcumer Edith,” T did,
on the 16th of July lust; at this place, report to Commodore Long, who
eudoraed sald orders, but declined to allow. me to tuke the: command

stating that you were absent in the mines, and dirccted me to awalt_
your return.. ‘

Anxious to be relieved from an mnctlvc, hfc, as well as to avail my-'

scll of the orders of the department, I again applicd to him, upon the
23d for leave to enter upon the duty to which I had been assigned ;
and Lieutenant McCormick, in temporary command apphcd 1o be re--
lieved; but both applications were refused.

On the Sth instant I had the honor to apply to you personally at
Benicia, and to present to you my orders betore referred to.

Yesterday, in a person: [ interview, you informed me that orders had
been given that the Edith should proceed immediately to sea, and my
‘urgent solicitation to take commund was retused. :
- Iam thus placed in a very embmrascmn situation, besides: bemfr sub-.
Jected to heavy expenscs on shore, not ant1cnp¢tcd when I left home,.
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“and lurther reﬁectlon compels me to recpectfully request areconqdera-
tion of the sub]ect ‘ : C

I am, 1r, very respectfully, your obedlent serv'mt, L
S _ S R W MEADE

Commodore THOS. Ap CaTESBY Joxes, = -
: : Commander-zn-chuf U S chcs n thc Pacgﬁc, (§c., 177 csent.

a QA\’ FRANCISCO, Aurrust 17, 1849. o

qIR 1 have: recerved your letter of- y-esterday_s date, renewmg your"
applxc'mon tobe pla.c.ed 1rnmed1ate1y in comm'md of the Lmted States
propeller Edith. ‘ .

I regret the e\1stence of 01rcum~tancea, Wl]lch b cannot control com- .
pel me to adhcre to' the arrangements made- before . your return from‘
"Bemcm, and even before your arrival on the station. :
Tam othc1ally informed by the honorable. Secretary of the l\aV}, “
: that, accompanied by, & full complement of engineers and other officers -
' for the Edrtll you would take passage in the Umtcd States sloop Fal-
~ mouth for this station, and 'on the arrival of the Falmouth I am'to put.
_you,in command of the Edith. Your arrival here before the Falmouth,
~ without the engineers and officers. above alluded to, would 'be of ‘itself
- sufficient to defer putting you in:immediate command, as theére is not-a’
- single engineer of the navyon thestation except one, and he unfit for
- duty. N feither can I furnish a permanent- crew for the Edith until the‘.l
~arrival of the Savarnah and the officers coming out in’the Falmouth,
~You remeémber that when you reported. to me in person: at’ Benlcla, :
"on the Sthi instant, I told you that the Edith having been received from
_'the quartermaster’s. department, with her. machmely much worn -and. -
- entlrcly out.of working-order, T had contracted with a sk silful maclnmet‘-
to repair the same within a limited period, which woild expire about
the middle of qeptember, and that under no circumstances: could vou’-
be placed in command before the coinpletion of these: rcpaus, and that *
in the ‘interim_you were at liberty. to dispose of yourself and time as
might best suit’ you. Qub~equent1v, and very une\pectedly, since ‘my-
return to San’ Frdnacco, the Hon. I'; Butler Klnrr has, under 'tuthomty .
of the Presxdcnt, called on me for the Edith to go to qea.ward on very .
importdnt service unconnected with the navy; and :so pressing i the.
necessity. for the earliest possible departure of the Edith, that she will.
go to sea at the end of the weck under—e—am&s;,_thh the contractor
and his engineers and worl\men on board w ho W 111 ﬁmeh thmr work.
oh the passage. \ : :
_In addition to the. foregomo' rea,:ons for not puttm you in the imme-
diate c,ommand of the Edlth 1here are othera whlch it is not neces aary '
to add.
. I repeat that )ou are at llherty 10 use. yuur time durlng the Edlrh’ |
gbsence of three or four weeks as may best suit ycur convenience, and
that Licutenant Commanding Neville will receive yourself and son on
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board the Fredonia, which ship, I understand, has finc accommodations,
should you prefer living afloat. '
Very respectiully, &c., &c., &c., '
THOS. AP C. JONES,
- Commander~in-chicf U. S. Naval Forces, Pucific ocean.
Lieut. Com. R. W. MEADE,
: United States Navy.

Navy DerARTMENT, April 14, 1549.

Sir: Under the authority of the third section of the act of Congress
making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending June
30, 1850, the Secretary of War has transterred to the Navy Depart-
ment the United States steamer ¢“Edith,” now in the service of the
quartermaster’s department of the army. You will be pleased to re-
ceive the said steamer on the part of the navy, and she will be attached
to the squadron under your command.

. Lieutenant Richard W. Meade has been ordered to report to you for
the command of the Edith. He will lcave the United States at an early
day and proceed to the Pacific by the overland route. A master, two
passed midshipmen, a master’s mate, and four engineers, have been
ordered to report to you for duty on board the ¢“Edith,” and will take
passage in the United States sloop-of-war Falmouth, which will shortly
sail from Boston to join your commaund. When the stcamer is in a
condition to receive her crew, you will detail from your squadron a suffi-
cient number of men for that purpose.

I am, respectfully, your obedicnt servant,

-~ WM. BALLARD PRESTON.

Commodorc Tros. Ar C. JoxEs,

Commanding United States Squadron, Pacific occan.

New Yorxk, August 26, 1850.

Sir: Ihave the honor to state that I have read over your letter to the
honorable the Sccrctary of the Navy, detailing various transactions in
California in reference to the late United States stcumer Edith, and
have to state that all that portion referring to myseclf and my action
thercin is, in all respects, correct, and I herewith furnish you the fol-
lowing extracts from my log, commencing on the 21st of August, 1549,
and cnding the 25th day of the same month. I further state that I am
at all times ready to verify the statement.

] [Extract.]

\

:zizrgust 21.—At 8 a. m. got under way, under stcam, from Sancilito;
sails not bent to the yards. Mr. Seawarts lcft the ship after anchoring
at San Francisco. _

_ August 22 ~Major Garnett, U. S. A., came on board with stores and
his baggage. Commodore Joncs visited the ship, after which, at about
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meridian, got under way, under steam, and anchored at Sancilito at 2
p. m., watering ship and taking spare spars aboard, preparing for sea.

August 23.—Six a. m. got under way, leaving the ship’s launch with
Seawarts at the “mill” building at Sancilito. Sails were not bent to
the yards.

Lbs. of steam. - Rev. Lbs. vacuum.

1st watch, from 6 to S a. m., under.......... 30 53 9
2d ¢ ST (20 ¢ s N 35 53 9
3d “ m.to4p.Meccnennrannnnn. 35 53 9
4th 6 4t08p.m.......o..o.... 35 50 S
5th ¢ 8 tomidnight............... 30 85 7
August 24.
6th watch, from midnight to4 a.m.......... 30 55 7
7th 6 4108 .M .uceeeeeennnans 30 53 3
Sth “ 8 (o T ¢ ¢ JP 30 56 3

Wind frec and buffling; commenced bending sails on the 4th watch
out; at meridian of this day all sail set.

Lbs. of steam. Rev. Lbs. vacuum.

August 24.—9th watch, from m. to 4 p. m..30 53 2
10th watch, from 4to 8 p. m.. ...l - .. 30 53 2
th  «  8t010p.Mucecenmcunnnn. 25 57 2

At 10 p. m., under steam and sail, struck on the breakers and ran
in among them. Backed engine by order of captain, with from 45 to
50 poungs of steam—40 revolutions; shortly after, orders from captain
to go ahead; did so for some time.

August 25.—12th watch, from midnight to 4 a. m., constantly back-
ing engine, putting on all steam that the boiler could bear, with 40 back
revolutions. 14th watch, from 8 to meridian, at 10 a. m., or there-
abouts, stopped engine, owing to the water getting out of the boiler.
Pumps refusing to work in consequence of the sand choking them. At
11 a. m. filled the boilers and steamed up again, as much as the boiler
would bear—70 pounds steam; commenced backing; ship rolling
heavily; captain ordered fore and main masts to be cut away; backed
till 10 p. m.; ship leaking freely under counter and engine; at this time
captain ordered me to start ahead, which I did for about 20 minutes,
after which he ordered me to stop the engines cntirely; ship sctiling
fast; commenced saving property by captain’s orders.

} Very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
FRANCIS C. VARRAN.

R. W. MeabpE, Esq., )

U. 8. Navy.

New York, September 10, 1850.

Si: I feel it a duty to give you, for your benefit, the following state-
ments: ‘

I would state that I never saw Commodore Jones; never spoke to
him, and never authorized any one else to speak to him, in relation to
you and the steamer Edith, or any other matter connecting you with

b3
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me. Before you arrived in California, you were spoken of to command
the ship. Iwas her chief engineer for four years, and remained so after
ber transfer to the navy. I was made to prejudge you by those who
relieved Captain Couillard. I was prepared to be prejudiced against
you. I had never seen you or heard of you before. 1 once, at the mess-
table, in a careless, light manner, said, “If Captain Meade was such a
person as he was represented, I would leave the Edith if he took
command.” You arrived and visited the ship at Sancilito. I sawnothing
then or since to base the opinion that I had rashly expressed, and I
have deeply régretted ever having made the assertion, which was never
used to your injury, with my concurrence. You displayed an anxiety
to have your command; consulted me about the ship, her engine and
machinery, all of which I told you, and showed you. I beg to enclose
you a copy of a letter 1o the commodore, dated July 21, 1849, (hear-
ing of his return to Benicia, from the mines,) which letter I placed in
your hands to deliver, as you were proceeding to see him. I publicly
stated that I should leave the ship, as I was not treated well. Captain
McCormick, in charge of the Edith, and the contractor, Mr. Seawarts,
urged me 1o remuin, and that I should be well paid for my services.
At this time, with one fireman and with three of the crew of the United
States ship Warren, I had got through all the required work of the
engine and machinery, preparatory to putting the shaft in. I had taken
apart and cleaned the machinery. I could do no more till the shaft
arrived. Not being well, without any hope of comfort ashore, I con-
sented to remain, upon the offer made to me by Captain McCormick
and the contractor; whereupon 1 withdrew the enclosed copy of the
communication which I requested you to deliver to the commodore.
Mr. Seawarts was nominally the contractor to repair the machinery—
no part of which required any repairs whatever. He had not aided
me; nor could he aid or direct me in the work to be done on the ship;
nor did he ever pretend to do so; he was exclusively employed upon
a steam-mill erecting at Sancilito. Immediately after these promises,
I became again more displeased with my position as her engineer, and
the occurrences daily transpiring, and, unwilling to hold any responsi-
bility, I sent to Captain McCormick my resignation, left the ship, and
went to San Francisco.

The contractor followed, and urged me again strenuously to return;
not to leave him; that he himself would employ me; offered me the
same salary that the government gave me; that I should live in the
ship in the cabin mess, with all the comforts that he and the captain
enjoyed, with assurance of a present of $500 (five hundred dollars)
after the work should be done. Thus relieved of every responsibility
to the government, enjoying the privileges offered, the attention of the
surgeons of the squadron (it sick,) I consented to return; did so; every-
thing being approved® of by Captain McCormick, as above stated. I
remained idle after we received the shaft, and even after the commo-
dore arrived at Benicia. I commenced work on the shaft upon the
commodore’s order to get the ship ready with all despatch for a ¢ con-
fidential cruise,” and completed it in less than a week. Mr. Seawarts,
in fulfilment of his promises, paid me. No effort was made to pro-
cure the shaft. Hud I had it from the first, and been permitted, I could
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have got the ship ready for service in two weeks. When the commo-
dore sent Captain McCormick to consult me as to the state of the ship,
I told him I would engage to put her in full and efficient repair in six
weeks. Owing to the want of help in the country, not being well, and
not wishing to disappoint him, I gave myself six weeks, not wishing
to overwork myself. During the shifting of the shafts, the contractor
occasionally gave me his services, never losing sight of the mill. [
repeat emphatically that the machinery was not touched by him—no
. part of it required repairs.

The ship, being now ready, got under way under steam, and, after
a faithful trial, the engine, machinery, &c., proving to be in beautiful
working-order, anchored in San Francisco. - Commodore Jones visited
the ship, and, as Captain McCormick told me, expressed his entire
satisfaction with the report made to him after the trial. I now requested
to be paid off. The contractor never intended to go in her. He and
Captain McCormick urged me to become again the engineer of the
ship; offered me any salary to go, assuring me they had the commo-
dore’s apEroval. I acceded, and required $500 (five hundred dollars)
per month, the same pay as the engineer received of the steamer Mas-
sachusetts, with two rations. This was acceded to by the captain. I
was now again the engineer of the ship; Mr. Seawarts was paid off.
Mr. Seawarts knew that when you got command you would be captain;
that his connexion with the mill, using for its services the launch and
boats of the Edith, to carry bricks, stone, sand, &c., to their injury, as
well as all other use and control of the ship’s pro][:erty, would instantly
cease, and be reported—that you would confine him to his duty alone.
I believe he did you injury with the commodore, by misrepresenting
you to him. Captain McCormick was not your friend, though he per-
sonally professed to be so. I understand he made applications to be
relieved by you, which were rcjected.  After the loss of the ship, upon
my return to San Francisco, his assurances and pledges, approved, as
he told me they bad been, by the commodore, were violated. Purser
Price would not pay me at the rate of $500 (five hundred dollars) per
month, with two rations. I appealed to Captain McCormick, who ac-
knowledged all that he had represented, adding that the commodore
had changed his mind, and had directed Purser Price to pay me a
stated amount; that if I called on the commodore in the matter, he
would reduce even that amount, which he had authorized. I called
several times to sce the commodore, but as often he refused to see me.
I lost my all by the ship, viz: my three years’ clothing, and a tool-
chest, worth in that country $1,000 (one thousand dollars.)

I wish you to consider the enclosed letter to the commodore, dated
Sancilito, July 21, 1849, as also my letter to you of 26th August last,
containing extracts of my journal, as part of this letter, to all of which I
am ready to verify, when called upon to answer before a court-martial.
At the same time permit me to apolngize for my partin this matter,
assuring you that I deeply regret having been instrumental in doing
You an 1njustice.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, )

FRANCIS C. VARRAN.
Lieut. R. W. MEabE, U. S. N., New York.
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State oF New YoRrg, }
City and county of New York. §

Francis C. Varran, of said city, being duly sworn, depeses and says,
that the statement contained in the above Ictter to R. W. Meade, United

States navy, with enclosures, are true; and further deponent saith not.
' FRANCIS C. VARRAN,

Sworn before me, on this 11th day of September, 1850. '

ALFRED ROE,
Commassioner of Decds.

BrookryxN, October 28, 1851.

Sir: In obedicnce to an order of Commodore Thomas Ap Catesby
Jones, dated San Francisco, September 17, 1849, I proceeded without
delay and reported in person at Washington, November 13, 1849.
The following day I made a written report.

In my personal interview with the Hon. Secretary, I presented
an introductory letter from the Hon. T. Butler King, dated at San
Francisco, voluntarily requesting of him to appoint me to another ship
on the Pacific station. I requested to be reordered to the Pacific, and
assigned many reasons for my request; the strongest being the sus-
pension of my orders, known to every inhabitant ot California, and by
which I was placed in a position awkward, if not humiliating

While at San Francisco, the delegates of the convention clected to
frame a constitution for the State of California, through the honorable
‘Wm. M. Gwin, United States senator, called on me to volunteer to
take them to Monterey; I cheerfully asked Commodore Jones, stating
that I cuuld be ready in six hours with the Edith, and land them in ten
hours after I should have an offing. The Edith being ship-rigged, Thad
nothing to do but to trice up her propeller and use her sails. I request-
ed Commodore Jones to let me have Lieutenant McCormick, then tem-
porarily commanding her, as my first lieutenant, as Lieutenant Knox,
commanding Massachusetts steamer, had Lieut. C. Vanalstine as his
executive officer, of the same date of service, but registered for more
sea-service than Lieutenant McCormick. Commodore Jones refused
me this request, although my application was aided by the influence of
Senator Gwin and others ot equal distinction. I then felt exceedingly
mortified, and subsequent proceedings have all tended toincrease my
mortification. The loss of the Edith followed quickly upon this refusal
of Commodore Jones, and since my return home, my name having
been wdentified with the command of the Edith, many persons believe
that she was lost through my carelessness, and while under my charge.

"The department, in reply to my request upon my return to the United
States,-would not gratify me with any service, and ordered me to regard
myself as “waiting orders.” Four months afterwards (March 8, 1850,)
not having heard from California, I proceeded to Washington, and re-
quested, in writing, “permission” to take the overland route to Sun
Francisco to recover my three years’ stock of clothing, &c., consisting
of three large chests, which I had previously placed in charge of Lieu-
tenant F. Renshaw at Boston, attached to the United States ship Fal-
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mouth, preparing to proceed to the Pacific in April, 1849. This ap-
plication for ¢ permission” was denied me the following day, and ever
since I have been kept * waiting orders;” and, not to speak of the in-
justice done me, I would call attention to the satrifices and losses I
am sustaining through no fault of my own.

The order of Apnl 11, 1849, requiring me to proceed to San Fran-
cisco and report to Commodaore Jones as commanding officer of the
steamer Edith, made it imperative upon me to take the shortest route,
as will appear by said order. This order Commmodore Jones repeatedly
declined to fulfil, and stated to me that he had received official orders
from the department not to give me the command of the Edith until
the arrival of the United Stutes ship Falmouth, in ~vhichship, he stated,
he was officially informed I was ordered to take passage, accompanied
by a-full complement of cfficers and engineers detailed for the Edith.
I decmed it my duty to protect myself against such extraordinary pro-
ceedings, and make a more formal demand for the command, which I
did, enclosing to the commodore a copy of my orders from the depart-
ment. In reply to this communication, Commodore Jones, on the suc-
ceeding day, addressed me a letter reiterating his former answer, and
still continued to retain in command of the Edith his ¢“flag” lieuten-
‘ant, James McCormick, standing No. 228 on the navy list, and invited
me to take permission to use my time as ‘“might best suit my con-
venience.”

I do not hesitate, sir, to say that Lieutenant McCormick, during the
whole time he had charge of the Edith, neglected his duty as an officer
of the United States navy, to the knowledge of Commodore Jones, and
made use of that vessel for his own private purposcs, and lent her to
the interest of other individuals ‘with whom he was a party in contract
and owner of the steam circular saw-mill, belonging to the government,
which he was erecting on his own property, and which he told me had
becn leased to one Mr. Parker, (and himself being a silent partner with
three other persons for a term of years, the duration of which I now
forget,) on condition that hjs company would erect the said mill. To
carry out this object, and to obstruct me in the obtaining of my com-
mand, Licutenant McCormick represented that the machinery of the
Edith was out of order and required repair ; and with the authority of
Cowmmodore Jones, he employed and paid a machinist an exorbitant
sum for repairing the machinery of the Edith, none of which required
repair. But this act, like others previous to the loss of the Edith, was
merely a stratagem to deliy my command and use the Edith for private
purposcs. Mr. Varran, her proper engincer, who had remained by
the ship with the transfer, and had been employed in the quartermas-
ter's department for over four ycars, protested to Mr. McCormick
against the extravagance of repairing machinery already in perfect or-
der, and stated, that all the ship required was to take out the shaft then
in use, which was a little out of lne, and insert the duplicate then
on board of the Massachusctts, but belonging to the Edith. The ma-
chinist (Mr. Seawarts) never did a hand’s turn to the machinery of the
Edith ; his seryices were wholly given to the mill, in which he had an
interest from Licutenant MeCormick. 1 would respectfully ask, upon
whose report, then, wasit that the Edith’s machinery required repair,
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and was Mr. Seawarts employed ? Has Commodore Jones the report
of Mr. Varran, the engineer, that the machinery of the Edith required
repair? While all these things were being transacted, I was kept in
idleness, and under ekpenses far beyond my means. I could not dispute
the orders ot Commodore Jones, but I most respectfully stated to him
that it was extraordinary that the honorable Secretary should order me
to take the shortest route to San Francisco, should authorize my trav-
elling expenses to be paid in advance, permit me to visit Boston and
place my effects on board the Falmouth, and with the same breath that
gave these orders should inform him that I was to take passage in the
Falmouth. T asked the commodore if he did not consider that such a
course would be multiplying expense in a most needless manner, and
not in consistency with the general course of business in the Navy De-
partment.. :

In the letter of Commodore Jones to me, already mentioned, he
stated that I could partake of the hospitality of Lieutenant Com-
manding Neville’s ship, the Fredonia, then stationed in the harbor of
San Francisco. I eagerly embraced this invitation, and at once went
on board the Fredonia, to thank Lieutenant Neville for his kindness.
It is impossible for me to express my surprise and mortification when
I learned from Lieutenant Neville that he had never been consulted by
Commodore Jones; and while he sympathized with my situation, he
regretted he had no room or convenience on board his ship, and could
not accommodate me.

I left the ship, and was forced very reluctantly to remain on shore
during the balance of the time spent in San Francisco. _ '

On my return to the United States, I found it necessary to refer to
the instructions given to Commodore Jones, referred to by him in his
letter to me. I have the honor to enclose you a copy of that letter of
mstructions from the department, dated the 14th April, 1849, three
days after my orders. This is the only letter which I could find on
file bearing any reference to myself and the command of the Edith ;
and unless other orders were given, it is exgeedingly strange that Com-
modore Jones should misconstrue language so direct and plain: These
mstructions directly contradict the Commodore’s letters to me; and if
they were the only orders received by him, he has evidently acted in
direct violation of the wishes of the department. Irespecttully enclose—

My orders, marked No. 1.

My letter to Commodore Jones, soliciting my command, No. 2.

His reply thereto, No. 3.

Mr. Varran’s log, No. 5.

The department’s instructions—Hon. Mr. Preston—No. 6.

The frigate Savannah, alluded to’by the commodore as necessary to
arrive, to furnish the Edith with a crew, arrived at Sancilito about the
time of the date of his letter, declining to give me the command of the
Edith, and refusing to carry out the orders of the department.

When I saw Commodore Jones at Benicia, I told him of the condi-
tion of the Edith; that she required only the shaft, which could be put
in in less than a week; that the machinery was in perfect ordey, and
had not been touched by Mr. Scawarts, who contracted to repair it;
that I had been living on board; and that the engineer, Mr. Varran,



‘who had been in her from the time she was built by Mr. Forbes, of
‘Boston, and still remained on board, had told me of her being, with the
‘exception of the shaft, in’ ;('{)'erfect order; and-that all things necessary
to fit her for service could-be made in a week. " So it subsequently.
turned out; for. Commodore Jones gave instructions to have her made:
‘ready for. ¢“service unconnected with the navy;” and then Mr. Sea-
‘warts, for the first time, gave a little assistance to Mr. Varran towards
-inserting the shaft. - The machinery was not touched, except so far as
~was@ecessary for the insertion of the shaft; and when this was com-
leted, August 21, 1849, the Edith steamed . up beautifully from Sanci-.
lito.  This work was. commenced on the 18th August, so that ‘it was'
completed in three days..' On the 22d she steamed back to Sancilito; -
on' the 23d, at 6 a. m., “her sails not. being bent to the yards,” she went
to'sea, and left her launch and first: surf-boat at the mill, in charge of"
Mr. Seawarts, who was paid' off an .exorbitant sum, August 22, 1849,
by Purser Price, for repairing the machinery of the Edith. - Seawarts did
not go to sea in the Edith, as. Commodore Jones represented he would, |
‘but was paid off, discharged on the above date, with the. Edith anchor- -
ing: at San Francisco, and after Mr. Varran himself, alone, hadcom--
‘pleted the work of shifting the shafts. He, Mr. Seawarts, returned to-
Sancilito in the. ship; notwithstanding, his discharge, and to the com-
Ppletion of the mill.: T would most respectfully state to the -depart-
ment, that Mr. Seawarts (machinist) had lived, previously: to' his ‘dis-.
charge, (August 22d;) in the captain’s cabin of" the Edith, from the"
time he was employ@@immediately aftér her transfer, and attended to
no other duty but the erection of Lieut. McCormick’s mill, until Com- -
modore Jones gave the order to-get the Edith in readiness’ for the end"
of the week, to proceed on a cruise to leeward, unconnected. with the -
navy. Upon this order Mr. Seawarts. lent" his services to Mr. Varran, -
in shifting the shaft, which was donein three'days.. No workmen were
ever employed to repair the machiriery ;' no workmern went in the ship .
to finish any repairs on the passage. No such work wasrequired. Mr.
Seawarts paid Mr. Varran'a large sum, under a pledge of doing all the-
‘trivial work that ‘was required in the Edith; such' as’taking apart the’
‘machinery, preparatory to shifting the shafts; looking to the valves,
piston, 'packing, joints,” &c., done. irequently in steatners afier a pas-.
'sage, and always done when time permits.. -Mr. Varran went in the.
-Edith as her chief engineer, at the urgent solicitation of Lieut. McCormick,
-and was paid 1o go by Mr. Seawaits, his salary increased to $500 ‘and
Tations per month; and, at the reguest of Licut. McCormick, I pr'a:cu'réd‘
‘him a seécond engineer, and did. everything possible to expedite the:
return of the vessel; when I hoped to secure my command. T did not
‘dream of"the duplicity which was éven then-being practised upon me".
by Lieut. McCormick, particularly as he made to Commodore ‘Long
two applications, requesting him to permit me to relieve him in-the com-
mand of the Edith. . On Corhmodore Jones’s return from the mines,
Lieut. McCormick assured me that he had urged the Commodore also
to relieve him in command, as his duties at the mill required all his
attendance. ‘The Edith having sailed on the 23d August, at 6 a. m.;"
on the 24th, at 10 p. m., forty hours out, under steam and canvass, was.
wrecked near Cape Conception. . Lieut. Commanding McCormick bent
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mla afte1 he got to sea. On the court of mqmry, held at qan Fr'm-'
cisco after her loes, nelther Mr. Varran nor her second engineer, Mr..
Neil, was called on to give evidence. “'The m.formatmn about the con- .
dition of the Edith which 1 gave to Commodore Jones. at Bemcla, on
“his return from the mines, I received from Mr. Varmn, and' saw it for.
_myself. It was often the subject. of my conversation with others, and
particularly with Lieut. McCormick; and only after my return from that
station did T discover that it was made a subject of report and a charge
against me to the commodore.‘ I have been credibly informed t&t the
machinist, Seawarta, stated .to the commodore, that «if I was given.
the command. of the. Edith, he (Seawarts) would leave her and ‘the.
Work he was encracred upon.”  ThisI believe; as it accounts now. for-
that. 1ne~cphcable paragraph in' Commodore, Jones’s letter to me, that
«“there were additional Teasons for not putting me in the immediate com-
mand, which reasons it -was not necessary for him to add.” . In my letter.
of 1he 14th of November; 1849, T did not complain of the suspension"
of the orders of the, department, or of the treatment which it was the -
'pleasure of Commodore Jones to exercise. . I .simply enclosed my cor-
reepondence with the commodore ;' related what I had done to execute
the commands of ‘the department wuhout comment; leaving it to the
w xedom of 'the department to act upon the investigation of the instruc--
tions'it gave ‘the commodore, and not. behevmrr that the department‘
would ﬁeude to retain, me “waiting: orders,” tacitly approving the
‘course of Commodore Jone in wolanon of tl oxders of the dcp'lrt-_
ment. ' : X

I am, s1r, vers re~pectfully, your obechent serv 'mt, '
: - RICHD. W. MEADE qut. U. S l\az j
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NA.\ Yo o

l\AVY DEPARTVIE‘\'T, l\owmbcr 6, 18«.1 |

QIR Your commumcatlon of ‘the 24th’ ultlmo was: replxed to on. the '
[27th ultlmo. . In addition to what is stated in- that letter, and in refer—
‘ence to the circumstances set forth in the papers ‘submitted with your
Jetter- of the 28th.instant, the dep'lrtment has now to inform you that,
after Commodore Jones -had been recalled from the ‘command of the
Pacific sqnadron to answer to certain complaints preferred by-officers.
under his'command, a charrre was submitted by ‘Lieutenant Craven,-
"embracing the =ubstance of your ccomplaint against. Commodore Jones.
The. department did not déem it mecessary to include .it among the
.charges preferred against- that. officér ; 'and having so decided, it docs'
‘not. thlnk it proper now.to enter upon an; mvestwmuon of thc matter. .

o I am, e~pectfully, your obechcnt servant,

- R WILL "A GRAH&M
L1eut. R ’W. MEADE, U S Aﬂ'b J, Baston. '

o
Co

U S SHIP PORTSMOUTH, o
"~ Boston Nazy Yurd, Nowmber 20, 1851

qIR I most re~pectfully acI\n(mledrre the, recelpt of a commumca—"
uon dated Navy Department, 6th 1net:1nt, in replv to ‘my last of 2Sth'
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ultimo, in which I respectfully asked a serious attention to certain doc-
uments I then transmitted, bearing upon the affair of the United States
steamer Edith, which ship the department, in 1849, ordered me *‘to
proceed to San Francisco by the overland route” to command, and which
order and instruciions Commodore Jones refused to comply with.

I would earnestly but respectfully state that Lieutenant Craven could
not have embraced the substance matter of my complaints against Com-
modore Jones, as declared in the series of documents above alluded to.

I was aware that he had charged Commodore Jones, and specified
a letter received by me from him, dated at San Francisco, August 17,
1849, which manifested a violation of the order of the department, and
of the after-instructions he received from the Hon. Wm. Ballard Pres-
ton, dated Navy Department, April 14, 1849.

Mr. Craven could not have embraced the matter relating to the steam
circular saw-mill, belonging to the government, erccted at Sancilito,
by Lieutenant James McCormick, with Commodore Jones’s knowledge,
the erection of which the government was made to pay for, under the
fulse pretence that the machinery of the Edith (which was in perfect
order) required repairs. :

Licutenant McCormick informed me, as was well known in Califor-
nia, that this mill was leased to the Sancilito Company, of which he,
then commander of the Edith, in violation of his commission, was a
party in contract, and that it was being erected by him for the compa-
ny, who were to have the use of it for a lease of time, provided the
company would erect it by contract at its own expensc.

I assert that the ship Edith was ordered to anchor off Sancilito, a
watering-place, the property of Lieutenant McCormick and his com-
pany; and that said Edith was used for this private purpose, with the
consent and knowledge of Commodore Jones, who paid a machinist,
under contract, an cxorbitant sum for repairing the Edith’s machincry,
which was never touched by him, and who was kept employed by
Lieut. McCormick, from sunrise till sunset, on his property, the mill,
thus depriving me, unjustifiably, from obeying the orders of the de-
partment dated April 11, 1849, and by which act the government has
seriously suffered, and from which resulted the toral loss of the Edith.

I would again most earnestly and respectfully request an investiga-
tion of this matter, which renders my position in the navy humiliating,
under all these facts, by its present order to a sloop-of-war. 1 have
endeavored, since I have been attached to the Portsmouth, to faithfully
discharge my duty; and should the department (which I trust it will
not) rcfuse this act of justice to an injured officer, and detach me for
the investigation I ask, I must tender, under compulsion, my resignation
as a lieutenant in the navy of the United States.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
R. W. MEADE,
Licutenant U. S. Navy.
Hon. Wx. A. Granawm.

Forwarded: JNO. DOWNES,
Commandant.
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o ' ' "Navy DEPARTMENT, November 22, 1851.

'Sir: The department has received your letter of the 20th instant,
in relation to your complaints against Commodore Jones. Commodore
Jones reached ‘the United States, after his return from the Pacific, in
~August, 1850, and matters of complaint against him were under. con-
: mderatxon untll ‘the ensuing November, when charges were exhibited
‘against him, and his trial was ordered. During this period, it is be-
lieved  that the officers of the navy, and the public generally, knew
" that the depdrtment ‘had determmed to bring that officer to trial, on
~ matters arising from and growing out of his command in the Pacific
ocean; yet no charge of complaint was' then made by you, against
- .Commodore Jones, for malversation, or for partlupatmo in, or inciting
- to fraudulent acts. He has been tried, and is now under the sentence
-of a court-martial, and the depaltment, as you have already been in-
formed, declines to take any steps to bring him to answer dddmonal
' charges on complaints growing out of his late command. :
. The department will regret if these circumstances induce your
‘ resngnatlon, and will not act on your tender to that effect until you
shall be further heard from. It carnot, however, relleve you from
_your order to the Portsmouth. S . |
B | am, respectf'ully, your obedient servant, o :
WM A._GRAHAM.

Lleut. RICHAL{D W. MEADE, o . S
- U. 8. 6loop-of war Portsmouzh, Boston, l\Iass.

" BosTon NAVY YARD, Nowmber 28 1851

SIR Your commumcatlon of 22d instant has just ‘been received.
~must again respectfully state, that on the 13th of November, 1849, I
did complam and respectfully appeal to your honorable predecessor’s
consideration, to give me orders to the command of another ship, urging
upon him that the late steamer Edith, which had been assigned to me,
had been illegally withheld, invited investigation, and that the extra-
ordinary conduct of Commodorc Jones had been the. subject of common
‘remark, to my injury, by the people of California; that numerous citi-
zens of standing had called upon the honorable T. Butler King, the
government agent, as declared by Comunodore Jones, (with the authority
of the President) to muke known my case to the department; where-
~upon he sent, unasked by me, an mtroductory lettcr, of whlch the en-
closed is a copy. ‘
The following day T made a wnttcn roporr it was as forcible an

_ appcal as became the facts, with a view to draw the attention of -the
“department to its instructions given, contrasting them with Commodore
Jones’s letter to me. 1t was a simple nnrmuvc of events. I deemed
comment improper, and threw mysclf on the justice of the department, to
rclieve the j Jmpressions foried against ine in California, hoping it would
do so by giving me that which T had not enjoyed, a command, or by
Jetter approving of the course T had pursued to carry. out and execute
1ts ozdera. Inbtcad of wlnch, Cuunnodor(' Joncs s conduct for w1th-‘
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holdmg my command as51gnmg her to the Jumor lneutenant of the
squadron, 1n defiance of the orders and instructions of the department;
his disrespect-and insult of my commission, and of myself personally,
‘before the people of a new country, has been approved by the depart--
ment. . :
- This was all known to the dep'trtment in 1849, and all of thlS same
matter, with m y consent, was’ oﬁored and chargcd against him by Lleut. -
Craven. . _

I was 1dent1ﬁed with him in smd charge, as my modcqt and respect— '
ful invitation for an investigation into this maitter was. treated with
silence. T reepectfully ask whether such charges should have been
- dismissed to my injury, and whether my letter of Novemher, 1849, was
“not a respectful report and appeal, becoming a_junior officer, contend-
ing with the highest rank in the service. "The department is respect-
fully referred to this passage of Commodore Jones's. letter, datec San
Francisco, August 17, 1849, in which- he says to me:" ‘““In addition to.
the foregoing reasons for not putting you in immediate command of “the
Edith, there are others, which it is not necessary to add.” - Here is a -
‘cruel reflection from an officer of the highest rank to a junior, who was
~ straining every nerve to fulfil his duty, while, on the other hand, Com--
modore Jones was v1olaung the written instructions of the: department,
and participating in all matters connected with the Edith- at Sancilito;
and this passage of his letter, like every and. all others in his reply
10 mine of 16th August, 1849, was to destroy the ends. of justice—
to mortify and deetroy, as he is about to do, the whole protessmml'
“career of a junios officer who has devoted his life ‘to- the service. - T
~ would. respectfully ask if such conduct ought not to have been inves-
tigated by the department, and upon my appe'tl in November, 18497

I did complain, ask, and expect, in this said letter, an mvcatlgatxon, :
instead of which, I was told to await orders.

- I hastened to Waehmgton on its receipt, and- preeented what I had -
W1$h( d to avoid—the introductory letter sent me by the honorable T.
‘Butler King, and which was. treuted with silence.™ I then asked. per-
mission, to take the overland route to recover my three years’ stock of -
_clothing, which' is still in the -spirit-room of the Warren. This was
refused, while others could go in violation of orders. Upon this T saw
Mr. Claven, read to him my couc~ponden(.e with Commodore Jones,
which I Znow to be the substance of his charges, and of those the @e- -
partment refers to, under date to me of November 6, instant. I was
at the time preparing, and did prepare, a scries of documcnta, among
those I forwarded on the 28th ultimo, when, to my utter '1<=t0n1<hment, '
I was informed that the matter assumed by Lieut. Craven, framed from
‘my correspondence ‘with Commodore Jones, liad: been dismissed by
the department. I concluded then, if charges so grave, w hich would
have brought out the matter connccted with the series of documents -
forwarded on the 28th, and in which T was to be a witness, could pos-
sibly be dismissed, what usc was there for myself to appeal agawmn -
with any others, when those already presented were refused notice and:,
dismissed? 1 could not, therefore, appeal, nor would I now appeal if T
did not think that the dcptutmcnt means to punish me furthcr for its
own neglect. ‘ -
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~Iregard my present orders a punishment. - My juniors in rank in the
service are all occupying the position of first lieutenants. of sloops-of-
war.  Henry 8. Stellwagen, esq., my junior, went out and came home
~ first'lieutenant of the frigatc Savannah.” Some officers similiuly placed
have been gratified by detachment, by simply making this fact known.
- Iask a detachment on weightier grounds, though I claim it on this
_ground also. I trust that my reasons as declared above for not again
complaining*to ‘the department aganst Commodore Jones, at the time
'~ referred to in your communication, will be conclusive = they are well.
“known to my friends in and out of the service. S
It Thad had influence to succeed, 1 would not as a navy officer
have excrcised it; and will not use influence now, though I possess it
~-and can claim it, to prove that my present position is punishment. I.
~ feel that there is no hope in this matter for me, in contention with Com- -
modore Jones, after this and that glaring precedent established before,
in violation of the orders of the department, in 1843, when he reccived
written instructions by despatch, that Commodore Alexander J. Dallas -
- was procecding with orders, by the overland route, to relieve him in
command of the Pacific squadron, and to have a vessel at Panama to
“reccive the commodoreon his relief. ' Did Commodore Jones-do so ? and
~was there any action in this case? - In conclusion,. I have no desire to
“leave theservice ; I am ardently devoted to my profession—all my
associations are in it. I have never made an effort to be detuched
but once before, for a similar reason. I liave ever been ready to obey
any and every order of the government, and am' ready with cheerful-
‘ness to obey any order now which it may be pleased to give me in my
proper position in the scrvice, provided justice is accorded to the com-
~mission I hold; but tocontinue in the service, denicd this respect
and justice which is due it, would be too great a sacrifice to my fecl-
ings; and again, under compulsion, T most respectfully tender my resig-
nation, and ‘must go to Congress for that relief which the department
deniestome. g T
- T'am, sir, with high considcration, your most obedient, &c.,
S - ' - Il. W. MEADE, '
o o Ex-oficer U. 8. Ship Portsmouth.
~ Hon. Wirniam A. Granam. e o o -
 dReccived and forwarded : T .
- S -~ THOMAS A. DORNIN,
S - Commander.
-~ Forwarded 29th : - o
. o JAMES GLYNN,
- Commuandcr.

o : _ San Francisco, September 28, 1849.
- My Dear Sir: I beg to refer you to my letters to Mr. Crampton
of a mere sketch of what is in progress here. My present purposc i
writing a line to you is to ask your favorable consideration of the case
-of Captuin Mcade. The Edith has been lost, and he conscquently
thrown out of employment. His fricuds here beg me to write a line
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: acl\mg cm ]oymcnt for him, if po«lble He \u’shcs it on tlne coast.
He has aided our movements as far as he could, and scems o meritori- -
‘ous officer: of this you are better informed than I can bc. 1 only de-
sire to ask your kind consideration for }nm. Sl ' -
‘ Evcr truly yours,
‘ L T. BUTLER KI\*
Hon \V BALLARD Pnnsrov, IVashmrrton, D C’

NAVY DEPART\IENT, Dccnmber 1 1851

Sm Your resignation as a licutenant in the navy of the Umtcd_
States, tendered in your letter of the 28th ultimo,_is hereby accepted

Tam, rcspcctfull_y, your obedlcnt servant, ,

: ‘«VILL A. GRAHA’\’L

RICHARD W. MEADF qu ¥ -

| Late chutenum‘ U. S. Navy, -

Bo.ston, Dlassaclzzisetts.

‘V.
COPY OF THE CIIARGES AND .SI’ECII‘ICATIO\S PREFERRED BY LIEUTEN-
ANT T. A. CRAVEN AGAINST COMMODORE JONES, IN 1849 anp 1850,
WITH THE REASONS OF THE DEPARTMENT FOR NOT ACTING THEREON.

QEPTEMBER 15, 1849

Sm. From A4 'ﬂpar'nso, in the month of May last, I addressed a com=
lmunlcatmn to the Navy' Depnrtment, defending myself against asper-.
sions, insidiously madc against me by Commodore Thos. Ap C. Jones.
I have not heard whether my letter has been received at the Navy De-
partment, or if any-action has been taken, by which such gross accu-
sation should be rcmoved.

I now enclose to the Navy Dep.'u'tment a set of charges I have
drawn up against Commodore Jones, and request that he may be -
furnished with a copy of them. I regret extremely that I am compel-
led to bring before the Navy Department an officer whose conduct |
seems to be o reprehensible, but concelve it to be my duty to myself
to vindicate my own character, and my duty to my country to exposc -
the misconduct of those who violate its laws. _ .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: T AUGS. CRAVEN
: qutenant.
Hon. WM. BarLLarp PRESTO\’, , :
Sccrctar y of the Vaz,y, Wa,slmmton. a
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Charges, and specifications of charges, brought against Captain Thomas
Ap C. Jones, United Stutes nary, at present commanding the United
Stutes squadron in the Pacific ocean.

CHargE FirsT.—Evil example. .

Specification.—In this : that the said Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones, be-
ing then m command of the United States Pacific squadron, did, while
lying in the ports of Monterey and San Francisco, during the months
of December, 1848, and January, 1849, or at some time thercabouts,
unlawfully make use of large sums of money belonging to the United
States government, such sumns being applied by him for his own private
purposes, in speculating with gold dust; the money belonging to the
tund known as “the military contribution fund.”” By the use of which
public money, he, the said Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones, did in himself
set.an evil and corrupting example to all those having public moneys
in charge, and also to all officers and seamen of the squadron, who had
thus before them the example of their commander-in-chief, carried
away by ‘“the maddening effects of the gold mania,” such conduct
being highly prejudicial to all discipline and good order.

CHAarGE sEcoND.—Scandalous conduct.

Specification _first.—In this : that the said Captain Thomas Ap C. Jones,
while in command of the United States Pacific squadron, did cause a slave
to be placed for wages on the books of the ship-of-the-line Ohio, said
slave being the property of the said Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones, who
did appropriate for his own use and benefit the wages of said slave;
thercby -ffending against that section of the articles of war which for-
bids false muster.

Specification second—In this : that the said Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones,
while in command of the United States Pacific squadron, did, during the
months of May, June, and July, 1848, cause a subscription to be asked
among the ofhcers and scamen of the squadron, the object of such sub-
scription being the purchase and emancipation from slavery of the be-
fore-mentioned slave, a negro, then serving as steward on board of the
United States ship Ohio; the said Captuin Thos. Ap C. Jones having
circulated, or caused to be circulated, a letter, asking and encouraging
such subscription, and commending the said slave as worthy of such
redemption ; such conduct on the part of said Captain Thos. Ap C.
Jones being subversive of disdipline, and in violution of a general order
issued by the Hon. Jas. K. Paulding, while Secretary of the Navy, by
which all officers are forbidden asking or receiving any gratuity from
the crews of their vessels. )

Specification third—In this : that the said Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones,
being then in command of the United States Pacific squadren, while
lying in the ports of Monterey and San Francisco, did at various times
during the months of Nuvember and December, 1848, apply to his own
private use, for purposes of speculation in gold dust, large sums of pub-
lic money belonging to the United States, such money belonging to the
fund known as ‘¢ the military contribution fund.” :
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CHArcE THIRD.—Embezzlement of public money. S

Specification first.—In this: that the said Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones,
while commanding the United States Pacific squadron, did, in the month
of July, 1848, receive from McKean Buchanan, purser of the United
States ship Dale, the sum of three thousand dollars, or thereabouts, said
moncy belonging to the fund known as ¢ the military contribution fund,”
and which said sum of three thousand dollars has not been transferred
to a purser, paymaster, or other disbursing agent of the government.

Specification second.—In this: that the saxd Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones,
being then in command of the United States Pacific squadron, while
lying in the ports of Monterey and San Francisco, did at various times
during the months of November and Dccember, 18483, apply to his own
private uses, for purposes of speculation in gold dust, large sums of
public money belonging to the United States, such money being part of
the fund known as *‘the military contribution fund.” T

Cuarce rourTH.—Conduct unbecoming to an officer and gentleman .
—malicious falsehood. :
Specification first.—In this: that the said Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones,
being then in command of the United States Pacific squadron, while
under oath as a witness, before a court-martial sitting for the trial of
Passed Midshipman John Posey Hall, ir the month of March, 1849, did
say that the accused, Passed Midshiprman Hall, did sign, jointly with
Passed Midshipman Strain, a certamn letter addressed by the said
Passed Midshipman Strain to the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, and
written at Callao, in the month of February or March, 184S, which
statement, so fur as regards said Passed Midshipman John Posey Hall, |
is untrue. ,
Specification second.—In this: that the said Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones,
being then in command of the United States Pacific squadron, while
under oath as a witness before a court-martial sitting on board of the
United States ship Ohio, for the trial of Passed Midshipman John
Posey Hall, in the month of March, 1849, did state that the said Passed
Midshipman John Poscy Hall was, at a former time and place, absent
from the ship Warren, to which he was then attached, without leave, and
on board the United States ship Ohio; and also that the said Passed
Midshipman John Posey Hall wus under arrest at the time of such ab-
sence without leave; the whole of which statement is positively untrue,
Specification third.—In this: that the said Captain Thomas Ap C.
Jones, being then in command of the United States Pucific squadron,
did, on the 25th October, 1848, or about that time, address a letter
to the Hon. Secretary of the Mavy, in which were the following re-
marks: ¢Nothing, sir, can exceed the deplorable state of things in all
Upper California at this time, growing out ot the maddening effects of
the gold mania. Iam sorry to say that, even in this squadron, some _
of the officers are a little tainted, and have manifested restlessness
under moderate restrictions, imperiously demanded by the exigencies
of the times, as you will perceive by the enclosced letter addressed to
three of the lieutenants.” Such remarks, from the words “I am sorry
to say,” &c., to ‘“three of the licutenants,” being whol'y and entirely
untrue, in word, expression, and implication. =
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CuarGe FIFTH.—Using reproachful language. -
Specification.—In this: that the said Cuptain Thomas Ap C. Jones
being then in command of the United States Pacific squadron, did, on
or about the 25th October, 184S, address a letter to the Hon. Secrctary
of the Navy, in which were the following remarks: ¢ Nothing, sir, can
exceed the deplorable state of' things in all Upper Calitornia at this
time, growing out of the maddening. effects of the gold mania. I am
~sorry to say that, even in this squadron, some of the officers are a little
tainted, and have manifested restlessness under moderate restrictions,
imperiously demanded by the exigencies of the times, as you will per-
ceive by the enclosed letter addressed to three of the licutenants.”
Said remarks being, in thought, word, and intent, a false and malicious
calumny, written for the purpose of injuring the three licutenants al-
luded to, and being likewise injurious to the character of the officers
of the navy in general. S | , ,
Witnesses to the above charges—Commander C. K. Stribling; Com-
‘mander John Rudd; Comwmander A. K. Long; Licutcnants Fred.
Chatard, Joseph F. Green, J. B. Marchand, Edward M. Yard, Ed. L.
Handy, John J. Almy, T. Aug. Craven, James McCormick, Henry
Eld, and M. B. Woonlsey; Pursers: Joseph Wilson, McKean Bu-
-chanan, S8am. Forrest, and E. D. Reynolds; Passed Midshipmen J. G.
- Strain, John P. Hall, and Robert McArran. :
- SEpPTEMBER 15, 1849. SR

- Bou~p Brook, March 13, 1850.

Sir: In September last I forwarded to the Hon. Sccretary of the
Navy a set of charges, of the most serious nature, preferred by me
against Commodore Thomas Ap C. Jones, at present commanding
the United States squadron in the Pacific.  Tam not informed that any
official notice has been taken in the matter ; and as my silence may, if
continued, be imputed to a willingness on my part to let the subject
rest, I am induced again to call the attention of the Navy Department
to my complaint. - ' :

When 1 say my complaint, sir, I beg that I may not be misunder-
stood. I do not think that the offence of one officer can be the matter
for the personal complaint of any other, but is purcly and entirely official
“in character. From a sense ot duty, I have brought before the Hon.
Seccretary these complaints; and not without reluctunce, as I am sen-
sible that the charges, if sustained, as, I most conscientiously believe
they will be, must bring discrcdit'up&i the service. I feel, too, that
my own character is deeply involved and must bear a stain, unless
I bave an opportunity of freeing myselt from the accusation made
against me in the letter of Commodore Jones to the Navy Department,
dated October 25, 184S, and numbered 34, the injurious character of
which was complained of by me in my communication from Valparaiso
in May last, and forwarded to the Navy Department via Panama. .
- I most earnestly beg, sir, that I muay at an early day have an oppor-
tunity of proving the falsity of the accusation made against me; an
accusation which reflects most strongly upon the navy. And may I
be allowed to call the attention of the honorable Sccretary to the fact
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that the Ohio may shortly arrive in the United States. On board of that
ship are most of the witnesses in the case; and unless the charges are
tried while they are at hand, it may be forever out of my power to free
myself from reproach. I am satisfied that justice will be rendered by
the department, and have thus forborne urging my complaints until it
should be near the time of the arrival of the Ohio. N
I herewith forward to you, sir, an additional charge and specifica-
tion of falsehood against Commodore Thomas Ap C. Jones. R
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' o T. AUGS. CRAVEN,
: . Licutenant.
Hon. WM. BaLrarp Presron, , :
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Additional charge, and specification of charge, preferred against Caprain
Thomas Ap C. Jones, United States navy, by Lieutenant T. Augs.
Craven, United States navy. ‘ . - '

-CrArRGE—Fulsehood. ‘

Specification.—In this: that the said Captain Thomas Ap C. Jones,
at present commanding the United States squadion in the Pacific, in a
letter addressed to Lieutenant R. W. Meade, dated August 17, 1849,
while declining to place Lieutcnant Meade in command of the United
States steamer Edith, as dirccted by the Navy Department, did use
the follovving language, to wit: |

* * * “]am officially inforraed by the honorable Sccretary of
the Navy, that, accompinied by a full complement of engincers and
other officers for the Edith, you would take passage in the United
States sloop Falmouth for this station; and on the arrival of the Fal-
mouth, I am to place you in command of the Edith.”

Which assertion is wholly untrue, so far as it concerns the said
Licutenant Meade, as will appear by reference to a letter of instruc-
tions, dated April 14, 1849, addressed by the honorable Secretary of
the Navy to the said Captain Thomas Ap C. Jones.

"MarcH 13, 1850. -

W ASHINGTON, Az)gusz 28, 1S50.

Sir: In addition to the reports already made by me to the Navy
Department in the form of charges against Captain Thomas Ap C,
Jones, I now, in connexion with them, submit to you the accompany-
ing charges: 3 :

Many grave charges have been omitted by me; and among others, for
want of dates, I have omitted a charge of appointing a disbursing agent
at San Francisco, and thereby usurping authority belonging to the
President and Senate; and I have also omitted a charge of fraudu-

_ 6 |
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lently sclling and repurchasing a quantity of rice belonging to the
United States government for the use of the squadron in the Pacific.
- I would observe, sir, that, in the defence of my own character and
honor as an officer, it may be proper and necessary for me to exhibit
in its fullest extent the official misconduct of the officer who has as-
sailed me; and I am prepared to prove that, by his disregard of law
and the interests of the government, he is incapable of forming a cor-
rect estimate of the character of those placed under his command. 1
request, sir, that this letter may be ﬁﬁcd with my charges, and also
that a copy of all my communications on the subject be furnished to
Caprzin Thomas Ap C. Jones. - :
Very respectfully, sir, your obedicnt servant,
' ' T. AUGS. CRAVEN,
: ‘ Licutcnant.
Hon. Wat. A. GragAM,
‘ Secretary of the Navy.

Additional charges, and specifications of charges, exhibited against Cuptain
Thomas Ap C. .Jones, United States navy, by Lieutenant T. Augs.
Craven, United States naxy. .

CHArcE rirsT.—Wilfully causing wastcful expenditure and loss of
public stores. : '
- Specification first.—In this: that the said Captain Thomas Ap C.
Jones, being at that time in command of the United States Pacific
squadron, did, without any sufficient rcason, order the storeship Chile
(chartered by the government, freighted with stores for the Pacific
squadron, and consigned to the United States navy storckeeper at
Monterey, where there were good and sufficient storchouses belonging
to or rented by the government) to proceed to San Francisco and there
discharge her cargo, thereby causing an extra charge of five thousand
dollars, or thercabouts, against the United States ; said sum of five thou-
sand dollars, or thercabouts, being the amount required and exacted by
the captain of the said storeship for transporting the cargo from Mon-
terey to the port of San Francisco, a distance of nincty miles.
Specification second.—In this: that the said Captain Thomas Ap C.
Jones, by causing the storeship Chile to be discharged at San Francis-
co, (where there was no consignee, and  where there were no ware-
houses for the reception of the stores, or for their sufekeeping,) did sub-
ject the government to great loss or damage, inusmuch as a large quan-
tity of provisions were landed on the beach or shores, where they
were exposed to injury and depredation; and were, through necessity,
sold at auction to save further loss to the United States government.
Cuarce seEconp.—Scandalous conduct, and carelessly performing
the duties assigned him. -
Specification.—In this : that the said Captain Thomas Ap C. Jones,
being then in command of the United States squadron in the Pacific,
did, in the month of August or September, 1849, or at about that time,
" transfer from the United States ship-of-the-line Ohio to the United States
frigate Savannah, two hundred men, or thereabouts, whose terms of



o H o Miso22.000 ;;"83‘

service had not cxplrcd and o supply the great dcﬁcwncy in the crew
“of the Ohio, then about o sail for home; a number of men were transfer-
~red from the said frigate Savannah to the said ship Ohio, the sald‘
. frigate Savannah h'wmfr but. just’ ‘arrived .on her- station ; and it is
‘ charccd that the said Cclpt'un Thomas Ap C. Joncs, by the exchange -
of. thc men  as above stated, and by the subscquent discharge of. those
| 1ran~f'erred to the frigate Sdvannah, did wilfully, and with. premedxta-
tlon, dxsable, and rcnder moﬁ‘iuent f'or service at qea, the Lmtcd Qw.tcs‘
: frlbate Savannah. ‘ :

- CHARGE THIRD.—-Illcrrdlly 1nﬂ1ct1ng capxtal pumahmcnt. \ '

- Specification.~In this:  that the said Captain Thomas Ap C J ones,
~being then 1n command of the United States s squadron in the Pac1hc, \
- did, in the month of October, 1849, without authorlty, cause to be exe-
" cuted two men belonging to the crew of the United States schooner
'Ewing, said men havmrr been tried by a court-martial and convicted
of .r‘nutmy, and the adld execution taking place within the waters of the

" Bay of San Francisco, a port of the United States, without. the author '
ity and sanction of the President of the: Umted States. S

‘VAQHI\’GTO‘\’ Auvust 28, 1850. | o |

‘/V ASHI\'GTON, Aucrust 30 1850

Qm Leet any mxsapptchcnmon should exist' as to my meaning, T
’have thought proper to explain a portion of the charges against Captam\
" Thomas Ap C.J ones, scnt by me to the dcpartmcnt, dated Aurvuct 28th
instant. ¥ .
‘In spcuﬁcatmn ﬁr~t of charo'e ﬁrat, it would appear to tho~c unac- '.
‘.qu'unted with. the facts that 1 have: ‘questioned the right and’ authoruy
- of the commanding officer of a cqmdron to order. =torea to this or that
" place: such is bv no means my. intention or wish ; but the chirge and
‘specification will, when tried, ¢xhibit some of the corru pt mflucnces by
. which the affiirs of the =quadron were controlled.. '
1t is my intention' to produce further speuﬁca.tlons of ‘the charde of :
" scandalous eonduct, at such time as I'may procure the required dates,
" I'would here take lcavc to say that the charfres, being. designed ori-
.‘gmally as a fbrmal 1cport, were made to assume. their. ~pcc1h(, charac--
ter that T might embody them with morc distinctness. ‘Before any ac=
 tion' is tal\cn ‘upon th('m, I would request that thcy may be eubJected
“to.revision, ihat any inuaécuracies, through waat of technicality, may be
‘corrected. I request that this letter be hlcd with the chargca. :
s ery rccpectfully, your obcdlent servant, . L

o TOAU (;S. C RAVEV chutcnant. .

Hon. VVM. A. GRAHA\I, o
Sccmlar j of tlw Mn J :

N.A.vr DDPARTMF\T, -
ST : - ' December 10, 1850,
- SR \ our lettcr of thc 22d ulumo was receiv ed a fow days after its
‘ d:xtc.. In. xt you do mo morc than L justice 1o, thc hcad of tlu~ dL parun(,ul,
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" in expressing the belief that he entertains no feeling of hostility or un-
kindness towards you; but you express your surprise that the charges
preferred against you should be signed by him, and suppose that this
may have occurred from inadvertence. It is certainly true, as you re-
mark, that I have no personal knowledge in relation to the subject-
matters embraced in these charges, and that they were brought to my

- attention officially by other and junior officers in the service; but the
offences they impute, if established, are offences against the criminal
code of the navy; and the questions presented to the department,
‘when such charges are preferred, are, wEether, from their nature, they
are worthy of consideration by a court; and if so, what is the proper
form ot proceeding? - Designing to divest your case of all such asim-
puted mere technical breaches of discirline, I directed the omission of
any charge on some of the grounds of complaint against you, and that
those brought forward should be put in such form as, in the opinion of
the judge idvocate, would correspond with the evidence by which it

‘was alleged they could be sustained. This is a discretion of the right
and duty, to exercisc which I' presume there can be no doubt. With-
out it the departinent would, of necessity, be obliged to order a court
on any charges that might be presented to it, and 1n the technical form
which the party making the complaint should select, however erro-
neous or inartificial.  Then, as to the person in whose name the charges
are to be brought before the court-martial, I apprehend it can hardly
be supposed thut they should be signed by those on whose information
they originated, or any one of them. The proceeding is, in fact, a pro-
ceeding of the government of the Urited Stutes; and the inquiry raised
by your exception to the course of the department is, what officer is
to represcnt the government in such proceedings? = Entertaining doubts
on this point, I caused precedents to be scarched, and find that the
course of such procecdings in naval courts-martial has not been uni-
form, the charges being sometimes signed by the Secretary, and some-
times by the judge advocate.  In the case bearing the strongest analogy
to yours, its fucts and circumstances having occurred on distant service,

(that of Commander Wilkes, of the exploring expedition,) the charges
were signed by the late Secretary Upshur.  Upon that precedent, and
others in the tune of Secretary Thompson, another cminent jurist, who
formerly administered the affairs of this department, the present form
was adopted. It neither implies that the head of the department
makes the prosecution his personal affair on the one hand, nor that the
person on whosc information false and malicious accusations are made
shall, on the other, escape conscquences by this form of proceeding
which he would have incurred in another. 'The great point in all such
cascs is, whether the charges are true. If so, it matters not in what

~motive they originated—if not, the accuser may be culpable; and more
or less so, according to the circumstances and motives of his conduct.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
o _ ) WILL. A. GRAHAM.
Commodore THos. Ap C. Jongs,
- U. 8. Navy, near Prospect Hill, Va.
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NAVY DEPART\IEAT, R
- January 25,.1851.

Sm Your two commumcatmns—the one dated on the 7th of De-
' cember last, and the other on the 21st instant—Dboth preferring charges
‘against- Lieutenant T.'A. M. Craven, and asluno hla arrest - and trial .
'._by a courtmartial, have been received. .
~In'reply, I h'ne the honor to state that the oﬁ'ences unputed to L1eu~
tenant Craven in these charges are: 1st. Mutinous conduct in contempt .
"of yourself, as his superior otﬁcer, while he was under your command
in the Pacific squadron. 2d. 'Scandalous conduct, tending to the de-
sthuction of good morals, i in certain charges alleged by him against you
in a communication addresscd to the hcad of th(, dcpartrncnt, dated the
- 28th of August, 1850, - :
~ As to the first of the charges broufrht forward by you, I observe that ,
all the specifications refer to acts coMmitted on board of vessels in the
" Pacific ocean, and belonging tothe Pacific squadron, of which you were
the, commander-m-chlef i the month of October, 1848.  I'understand.
- it to be now settled law, that, in your capacity as such commander, you
- had full power to order courts-martial for the trial and punishment of
all offences’ against naval discipline  there occurnng—m power which,
according to your official reports, you exercised in repcated instances.’
The offences constituting the supposed mutinous conduct in question.
are not stated to have bécn | recentlv dxscovcred but; on the contrary,
appear to have been. known to you very soon, ifter their alleged. com-
" mission; and I must infer that thev were not. then esteemed. of ‘sufficient
‘moment for the cognizance of a. court-martial, otherwise one would-
have béenor mmued in the squadron. where. thcy took place, and where
the necessary witnesses could have been readily convened. This was
‘not done then; nor Was a court-martial at any time invoked on them
until the receipt of your letter of the 7th December, a few days betore
‘the assembling of the court for your own trial. Under these circum--
stances, I cannot but regard this' alleged mutinous conduct as, having
* been either' summarily puruxhed by admonmon or suspension, or' else
impliedly pardoned in the omission-to order a court for its investiga-
- tion; and [ bu,cordmgly dcchnc to make 1t thc <ubJect ofa court-ma.rual :
now." '’ - -
In reﬁpcct o the sccond charrrc—that Llcutenant Craven, in hxs let— :
-ter to the department arraigning  your. conduct, made false and unjust
\charge~ aguinst you in thé par ticulars stated in. your letter—I- have. to
remark thd.t, had 'a court of inquiry been asked on all the matters of
comphunt against you when they were referred to you for explanation,
it would at once have been ordered. But that course not having been’
adopted, the’ department felt constiained -to ‘order ‘a court-martial for
. the trial of such of them as, in NER opmlon, required lt. -After the ex=.
‘planation submltted by you, it wis not deemed. niecessary to refer. the
_particular sccusations, of which you now complain, to the judgment of
‘the court, ordered. for your trial; and accordingly they, with several
“other of the complaints against you, were: not cmbraced in'the cho.rgcs
' preferred. in the name of the department. 5 s .
“Your present apphcauon asks an investigation of the truth of these-
accusations—not 1n the form originally presented by Lieutenant Craven
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Cof aHegﬂtmns nrramet yourself' but in an aver ment of falschood against
~him in plefcrrmg thein.  To this there arc two objections : 1st. The
_' department, in the exercise of its dls(,rctlon, refused him the investiga-
~tion in_the form of direct accusation: and -its action, as a plchmmary
tribunal, is so far an acqmttal of yoursclf 2d. A prosecutor, although
the 'ICCUSLd be acquitted, is ot to. be subjected to any penalty for hxs
complaint unless the prosecution be both frivolous and malicious. I
~cannot so pronounce on_this prosecution with no other evidence than.
‘that now before me; and therefore I must respectfully decline the order
_ requeatcd by you for the ar rest and trial of Lieutenant T. A. M. Craven.
1 am, very respectfully, your obc,dlent servant, N

WILL A (JRAHAM

Commodor(, T. Ar C. J(WES,; -
U S Z\avJ, W’aslnn«rt.on, D.

“comx-:s OF. 'rm: CORRESPONDENCL‘ BETWEE THI" DEPARTMBNT A’\ID
. THE COVIMAI\DERS OF THE PACIFIC SQUADRON, AND ALL OTHER OFFI-
CERS OF THE NAVY, IN RELATION TQ THE ERECTION OF A STEAM
""‘CIRCULAR SA\V—MILL IN CALIFORNIA, AND. THE EXPENDITURES
,._THERBON.‘, e Col L e

l\onFom{, Nowmber 1 1847

v Sm In my lettcr of the llth ulmno, endoqmg some surmostmm of -
(’ommander Stribling, in reference to supplying the Pauh(, squadron
‘with certain articles ot stores and provisions, 1. added my recommenda- -
tion of a set of Taylor’s marine camcls for a first-cluss sloop-of-war;
I now beg leave, most respcctlully, to reiterate that recommendation’;
also .the supplymg of a small steam-engine, &c., sufticient to drive
saw-mill, to which might be added grinding apparatus, which could be’
usefully employed, when not sawing for the novunmcut in gnnchng_
grain tor the army, navy, and scttlela. ) :
-With such facilities, and .proper slup-carpcntcr & tools,. I am confi-
dent that repairs to any extent might be. economicilly made, even on
a frigate, but certainly on all Gmallcr shipsof the navy; but, without
them, there would be much. risk and delay, there being no- suituble
wharf-harbors for careening .shlps-of-waz on that whole U(tcnf of coast
from Valparaiso to the Columbiy river. ‘ : S
I'have thc honor to be your obedient servant, .
. THO;,. AP C J()VEL.. |
Hon. J onv Y MASO\,
 Seeretary of the Navy.

[ Endorsmm,n ts. ]

Refer to Bureau of Conatructlon for opmlon.

= J;_iY'.f M.
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" The camel may be of service in croscmg the bar at the Cnlumbm
and for other purposes.
CIf it s the intention of the govcrnmont to hold any port on the Pa.-
cific; a stcam- -engine would be scrvmcable in the manner SU”’"Cthd by
: Commodore Jones. | | : :
C W. S

The Chxef of Comtruc.tnon \Vlll bo plcaacd to RQCCIt"lln on what
“terms and in what time a set of camcls, for a sloop, can be procured :
'dso the cost, &c., of a steam-cnmnc for a 5aw- m111 : :
‘ : : L J Y M

' Executed and 'rep'_o-rtéd',. : s

| o NAVY DEPARTME\IT, S
Bureau qf Constructlon, §c., §c., April 14, 1848

Sm I sh]p, by the “Huntress,” ‘a stcam-engine; by the next op--'
portunity you will receive.a saw-mlll complete and a set of' “ camels,
for the use of your command. B

-1 sent out in the ¢St: Mary’ ” othel artldea of 1nsoluble rubber, »
~which I trust have safely come to hand. : : R
. ' Respectfully, &c . '
- B CHARLES W SKINNE
CommodoreT A C. ch\ms, S o
Commcmdmrr Pauﬁc Squadron. o

' - Navy DEPARTML‘NT, Lo
Bureau q/' Constructzon, <§‘c., 8., July 28, 1848

Sm By the last several opportumtlcs the burcau has s}np{)od to the
station under your command a large i mvmw of stores, of such dCacrlp-'_'
tions as it was supposed you werc in need?! also a steam-cngine and
saw-mill, with an enginecr to erect it.
As thc burcau carmot possibly know what you most 1equxrc, or the
PI‘OpOI’thI’lb in which you desire they may be forwarded,; it 1s necessar{
that specific requisitions ‘be made on the burcau, W hich w111 meet wit
immediate attention and despatch. N R T
Rcspcclfully, &c.y I o

: CHA‘RLES -W. SKINNER.
Commodore T. A C. JOan, R : B
IR Commandnm Pacfc Sgumlnm. '
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Cost q/ sdw-mzll u,ztk ﬁame for lmzldma- mackmer Y, toals, &r ;}c, slnppccl
| for Calgfomm, Janc 20, 1848 o

[Extract from invoice, ]

1 saw-mnll ‘with mac hmcry fitted, COSt. oo onen e anae $4 559'.06

Cost offramc for building,. with appcnddgcs. Ceeeeenaw. o 713712
Tools: f)r s.zw~mlll and cngme, viz: C SR
1 turnmg-lathc, $234; 3 pair of stocks, $122 8«) ..... ... - 35685
10 ‘pair cast-steel dics, $81 90; 30 taps, $81 90......... ~ 163 80
1 drill-brace, with 9 cast-steel drllls ................ --- 8096
20 (.luppmg-dus( ls, $7 725 5 c}nppmg-h«unmers, $6 99 . - 14 71
1 sold(,rmg-pot and 2 irons, $5 32; 8 wrenc hcs, aswrtcd S
L 2489
7 pair smith’s tongs, $5 26; 4 crow-bars, 84 63. '.‘. eee-e .9 89
1 smith’s hammer, $2 34; 2 sledgces, $5 85.. ... emeee-- 819
2 chisels, $1-89; 4 ml-cans, $3 51...... ........;...‘; 5 40
4 haulmg—m trucks, $140 63; 2 hauling-in dogs, $7°30 .. -~ 147 93
21 pair smith’s swedges, $13 33 6. assorted axes, $14 04.. 27 37
1 portable forge, $140 40; 6 mill-s saws, $48............ - 188 40
12 dozen mill-saw files, $59 20; 2 cross-cut' saws, $6 60.  65.70
2 dozen 14-inch hand bastard ﬁles, $13 1 dozcn 14- mch - S
~ halfround files, $5 50 .. ..o oo i - 18 50
1 dozen 12-inch smooth filcs, 86 255 1 dozcn 1"-1n<,h mund AR
o files, $4 50--..-..-........'....._ ................ 10 75
1 dozen hand-saw filos, $1 19; 4 screw-wrcnchc%, $11 25 12 44
1 anvil; $17 50; 1 bcnch—v:ce, $12 . ... @ iuceiaaaaas 2950
1 pmr smith’s bc'lows S ewe-- - 2300
L 'Acco‘unt «Mexican hostilitics.” I o 6,558 46

NAVY DEPARTMEVT, Junc 16 1848

~ Simr: You are heroby detached from the office of the enginecr-in-
chief, and you will proceell to New York by the 6th of July next, and

report to Captiain McKeever, commandant of the navy-yard, for a pass-

age in the storeship soon to sail for the Pacific, for the purpose of

erecting a steam-engine and saw-mill.  On your drl‘qutl ut Montcrey,
report 1o the commanding naval officer prescnt. o
_ - Tam r(:apccttully yours, SR '

B - J. Y. rMAS_‘ON.
2d As51st Engmcer WM F. MERCIER, . e -
_ ‘ - IVas/murton, D. C’

Navy DEpARTMENT,
- R ‘ Julj 29, 1848.
Sir: You are hcrcby appomtul an dctmg carp( nter in tho ndvy of
the United States. S . _ _ , ,
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‘T enclose ‘to you the requ1s1te oath, Whmh when" taken and’ sub-

scribed, you will return to the dcpartmcnt Wlth your lotter of accept-‘-
ance. '

You wxll thcn proceed to New York, ’\Vlthmlt dolay, and ‘report. to

“Captain McKeever for a’ passage to Callf'nrnn in the storeship Chile

- A(,tmfT C'u pentcr Joun BROWN,

atid ‘on your. arrival 'report to Commodore Jones, - comminding; the.

Pacific squddron, for ‘duty, in erecting 'the steam saw-mnll or <uch'i
other duty as he may assignto you.. . -

The navy, ‘agent at, Ph: md(,lphm ‘will be (hre("md 1o udv-mce you
threé. months’ ‘pay und your travelling expenses t’l\cw York, und the

navy agent there is directed to pay. your passage in the ¢ ‘Chile.” -

- Lam, respectfully, your obedient scrvant, ‘
: , SR J Y MAQO\I

UL 8. Nawy, P/uzc;dc?pkm.

NAVY DI:.PARTVIE\*T,
Dccrmbt,r 1 1849

L Qm' “Bc plmxcd to 1<:pnrt to tho clcpartm( nt” ~-;"‘,“"f’ CE o “the'

“A. Parker, of 8an ]:mncm,n, for erecting. and puituw i operation 't

etcum saw-mmill 'sent by order of thc Navy Dcpartmeut to thlb statlon,‘
,m 1848 and’ 1849, '

condition ‘of the government stearn- saw-mill seat to Cuhf’onua n'184S; -
undor what 'xrrunfmmcnt it was erccted; for whose. b('ncfu it has been
used; and 'its prCsr,nt state, und umdnmn. You wi! be: pic']&ed o'
placc the gaw-mill in charge. of the: navy d”’@l’lt or. puracr at ban I‘ran-.
uaco as, m)wrnmont propcrtv., ' ol
' “I A, very rcepcctfully, your obcchmxt servant R
S WM B ALLARD l’RESTON
“Com. T AP C. Jovns, i g

L “Uommrmdmo' U S Squaclran, Pac f ic accan.

' [N.'O-‘91’-] T FLA(* LSHIP SAVA\’"\’AH

Bcnum, Jummry 28‘ 1850

S Tn compllfmcc with your call, und('r date of Dcu,mber 1, I
havn, the honor herewith to enclose o copy of my. mntr.nct with Robert

the

Vhon I first ren(,hod San_ Fr.mcnco, in- ’\’ovcmbcr, 1848, 1 found
p'ms of the’ steam-cnmnc, m.iduncry, and saw-mill had. arrived in a

‘ m:htury transport, and’ in the, absence of any vessel or officer of the’
‘navy, the squadron not having arrived from Lower California, the p‘u‘ts'

above ulluded to werc carelessly thrown on. =horo, partly in thc water,

“at San. I'x.:n(,w('o, and in a very pmlshmo state; nor was it-in m

'Ipower to place them in'a much better Londltlon, for all-that I could: do

~was to colleet the' parts'and stow them in‘an open, yard, as it. was im:
possible to obtiin. dry storage in' San: Francisco at that timé, nor since,
--that N ould not, cxcluswc of the expense of ‘moving, have amounted to
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'morc in a cmrﬂc momh for hou~e—rent than the ﬁr~t co«t of pmfectf
mill. - -
“Asto crcctmrr thla mill. by any medns at my command, that was,
. cntxre]y out of the quc»uon, for ‘our 'men,. 'about thoce times, could not’
‘be intrusted on shore to. supply themselzes with provisions and water.
The only. alternative left me to’ avoid utter ruin and destruction of
the mill and machinery, was' the’ e\pedxcnt adopted, whereby the. mill
has been prccer\ ed from. destruction, and is now available for any work
‘that may be required for the navy; or it could be sold to advantage
should ‘the depurtrilnt. preferit. In the course adopted 1 was. not. a
little encouraged by the example sct'by the other branch of the service
in the. disposition made of their mills out here. - Another consideration,
too, which had great weight with me -in so disposing of the mill, was
“the de~ututxon of, and c'mrbltant prlce of' bu1ld1nrr materials at San
‘Francisco, so much needed to-shelter the inpouring populatxon. o .
' The mill has been sct up by Mr. Parker undcr a close house on the
-beacb at Sanuhto, thc, watermn-place of the port .of San’ Francisco,
~and not very dlstant from abundance’ of red-wood, W vhich i is mfted to
-the mill. o
" The ground upon. v»bu,h thc mill stands is within fifty zarus s of hwh-‘
'watcr mazk which, according to all Mexican grants, may be- cl'umcd
wnhout prxce, by the government, for its use whenever rcqmrcd '
The expensc of setting up the mill, and the building to cover it, ex~.
ceeds by two or three tnnes the first cost and transpmmuon of the mill
to its present lecation.. .., '
- Under thesc circumstances, I shall awalt your furthcr ordcra bcf'orc, I
.annul the contract with Mr. Pirker. " - :
- T shall, however, notify him to be pleparod to surrendc1 lhc premhes
on the 30th day of April, by which tine your ordera ‘can be receiv ed.
I have thc honor to be your obedient servant v
‘ THOS: AP C JO;\FS, S
Comm(ln(lm-m-chzc_/" U. 8. l\az,al Fo;ccs, Pucific oceai.

' Hon. “ M. BALLARD l’m:u 0\, -

'Cop _/ of R A Parlu s cantmct 'u,u‘h Commodurc Jonﬂs _ﬁn ere"tuw saw—”

Thla mdc,nture, rnadc .md entelcd 1nto thla sevcnth da\ of Apnl in
lhe year of ouir Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, between
Commodore Thomas' Ap C. J()n(;a, comxnandcr-m-c}nd of the United
States na\ml forces on the Pacific station, for and on behalf of the United
'States Navy Dcp.utment on the one part, and Robert A. Parker of the:
other part, witnesseth: That the said party of the first part, Commodore -
Jones, for and in conmdcmtlon of certain services to ‘be hereinafter,
mentioned, docs gmnt and give to the said’ Parkcr the use of a certain
steam saw -m;]l ‘with the enrrme, mdchxncry, ﬁ\turea, and tools thercunto.
belonging or accompanymg the sume, belonging to- the TUnited States
'Ndvy Dapartment, tor the spuce of cightecn montha from the first day
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of ‘\Iay next. ensuing the said Parker bmdmrr lumaclf‘ and his assngn»f
“to set up the said’ mlll and ‘put the same in opcmt'on, within four
“months from the first ‘duy. of May aforesaid. A minute inventory. of
_the machinery, ‘tools, and’ ﬁ\tures ~hall be tuken i in duplicate; the caldf
Parker binding himself and his ussigns'to return the saie, according.
_to'the 1nvcntory aforesaid, to the proper officer of the United States, in
like order and condition ifi which he received them—tlic usual wear and
-tear in ~uch cases only cxcepted thncvor, und(.r the umtraot, he ma)
" be called to do so. - :

_For the term of three months from the commcnccmcnt of sawing, no
.. rent shall be exacted; but from and after that iime, the S'ud I’all\er,
binds himself and his” assigns to furnbh, upon the order or ‘requisition
“of any commanding . officer of the. United ~States navy. in the Buy of
San Francisco, or '1t Monterey,. such cawcd lumber for the use of the’
‘navy asithe mill may be, able to'cut from any lumber on hand, or which.
" 'mdy be sent to the mill by such naval commandér; to be u~cd on shore
or afloat, but for naval purposes only; as he may. require, the price of
_‘whmh shall not.exceed cost and ‘charges of procuring, transporting,: and.
sawing. The said lumber for nan]. purposes 1s to be received at the
'_"mll, and the: ‘quantity of ]umbel S0 (,.Ll]cd for is ‘not ro exceed; 1 in any

onc. month, mw-thud of du, average capa.urv ot ‘the nnll tor sawing in’
- that penod o

Ttas under:-tood th'}t in 'xddmon to the saw-mill, a cmet-mlll not yet'
arrived, has.been ordered to this 'station. Should thi same arrive in
- any reasonable time, it is' understood and agreed: that'it also shall be
~turned over to the said Parker, who' shill put it'up and run it in. con-’
mnexion with' the: saw-mill for tho same length of. time'; for the use
* whereof, the suid Parker-agrees and contmcL~ to-grind ‘into breadstuff,
.or horac-fced, :my gram scnr to-the, mill, s u1t'lbl(, thcroﬁ)r, for the use
" of persons or teams in the cmployment’ of the navy at- or about San
“Francisco, free of toll, to any cxtcnt not, cxcu.dum two day~' in any
. one week, or at the rate thereof.

Ity c,onna.ry to all ‘reasonable C\})C(.’tdtl()lh, 1110 novcmmont should
"requlro the stenam-engine, mills, &c., for their own use before the ‘expira-
~tion of this contract,'in_ th.).t case, p10v1dcd ‘the mills have ot clcarc,d
‘all costs und - charges for setting up and. putting to work, and a-fair
business profit’ th(,rcon, referces shall be’ ‘Lppmut(,d by the parties,
| respectively, to ascertain ‘4nd name: the' sum, it any, necessary to

reimburse the party_ aforesaid, whlch, when duly ascertained, w il be'
paid by thc United States to 1h<, atorc»ald Robcrt A.. P.ul\u, or his.
_assigns,

For the fitlifal pvrfnrmancc of r111 the undctt.d\mva on, hls p'mrt as.
~herein_ contained, the said’ Robert “A. Parker binds Thimsclf and his,
“ussigns in the penal sum. ot one thou~and d()lldla, meul monc:y of the‘,
? #Um’red qt'ltc~,. . . '
‘Witness our” hands and soala, at. San I*mnclaco, thc d.ny 'md )ear'
fﬁrst abovc W rltten. e e
THOS. AP, C JONLS [QEAL]
~ROBT. A~ PARKLR [SEALJ
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The original contract made with Mr. Parker for setting up the mill
was dated in Jaruary, 1849, and required the mill to be erected in
San Francisco; but it was discovered that the work could not be com-
menced until the arrival of the storeship Chile, having the remainder
of the mill and machinery on board, which, although the Chile arrived
in February, could not be landed till April, when, for good and substan-

“tial reasons, the seat was changed from San Francisco to Sancilito;
and it being satisfactorily shown that the time and cost of setting up the
mill would be much greater than was first estimated by the contracting
partics, this contract, now in force, was substituted for the original
thereby cancelled.

| THOS. AP C. JONES.
Bexnicia Roabs, January 28, 1850.

U. S. Navy DEPARTMENT,
- Washington, March 12, 1850.

Sir: Your despatch No. 91, of the 2Sth January, with its enclosure,
has been receive(g). _

You will be pleased to cause an accurate account to be made (and
report to the department) of the cost and charges of setting up and
putting in operation the stecam saw-mill at San Francisco, for the pur-
pose of ascertaining whether the mill has cleared itself.

If, under the terms of the contract entered into with Mr. Parker, the
mill has already relicved itself, then you will resume the possession of
the said saw-mill, and, if your means will enable you to do so, you will
usc the same for the preparation of such timber, &c., as m2y be neces-
sary for the purposes of the squadron under your command.

If, however, upon a careful examination, it is ascertained that Mr.
Parker would be still entitled to remuneration thercunto, then you are
ordered to permit the mill to remain in his possession until he is reim-
bursed for the cost and chuarges of its erection under the contract, at
which time you will assume the control, and retain the saw-mill as
hercinbefore dirccted. - . '

The department regrets that you deemed it proper to enter into the
contract with Mr. Parker, of the existence of which contract it had not
been apprized uatil the receipt of your despatch No. 91,

The object for which the mill was forwarded to California was, the
facilitics which might be rendered to the squadron in the Pacifie, and
not with a view of entering into such arrangements with private indi-
viduals as the contract evinces. You will also be pleased to furnish the
department with an account of the sawed lumber turnished for the use
of the government, ander the contract with Mr. Parker.

I am, respecttully, your obedient servant,
WM. BALLARD PRESTON.
- Commridore Thaos. Ap C. JoxEs,
Commanding U. 8. Squadron, Pacific occan.
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[No. 115.] ' Frac-sH1ip SAVANNAH,
' Benicia, June 29, 1850.

Str: In compliance with your order of the 12th of March, 1850, I
enclose a copy of Mr. Robert A. Parker’s bill of expenses for erecting
and setting to work the steam saw-mill sent to this station by the Navy
Decpartment in 1848-"49; also a bill of lumber sawed for the use of the
navy. Upon the receipt of your letter dated December 1, 1849, I
served the accompanying notice (No. 3) on Mr. Parker, and soon after
the receipt of your order of the 12th of March, 1850, furnished him
with a copy of so much of that letter as had a bearing on the saw-mill.

Mr. Parker considers your first order as equivalent to a demand for
the mill, and conscquently as abrogating the coutract under which the
mill was put up. He claims—though, in my opinion, without the least
show of justice—heavy remuncration for erecting the mill, alleging

“that the mill had not yet cleared its expenses when the preparatory

notice to quit was served. As the terms of the contract, in the event
of such a demand before the full expiration of the contract, required
arbiirators to be chosen by the contracting parties “to ascertain and
name the sum, if any, necessary to reimburse the party aforesaid,” 1
‘have namned purser John ®. IIambleton on the part of the United
States, to meet any person appointed on the other part, to make full
examination of the claim, and to report thercon. A copy of my order
to Mr. Hamibleton is enclosed herewith; also, a brict of the case, as
understood by me. ‘

In your letter of the 12th of March, 1850, you express your regret
that T should have found it neessary to make such a contract. You
cannot, ¢cven now, regret the necessity more than I did at the time it
was first entered into; but the necessity was imperious, and what
better could I have done? The machiuery, &c., wus occupying houses
and ground, the rent on which, up to this time, would have exceeded
$40,000; and the engine aud machinery would have been destroyed by
the last great fire here, as the buildings in which they were stored, us
well as all other buildings in the vicinity, were burned.

But I had another and «a higher motive than mere saving of dollars
and cents.  The iminense emigration pouring into this newly-acquired
territory were perishing from exposure, for want of materials to con-
struct houses; and it was a great desideratumn with me, as I hoped it
was and would have continued to be with the Executive, to afford
every possible relief to our distressed countrymen, and especially when
it could be donc without cost to the public trecasury. Mr. Parker’s
first contract was made in January, 1849; but, owing to important
parts of the mill being still on the transit out here, so that the work
could not be commenced, after the missing pieces did arrive, some
slight alterations were made in the terms, giving more time for erect-
ing the mill. And that is the contract now in force.

That my hopes and just expectations in thus temporarily disposing
of the public property have not been fully realized, must be attributed
to the failure of the undertakers to carry out their engagements in good
time, and not to any defect in the terms of the countract, which I trust,
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'upnn rcconmderatmn, the Hon. Secretary of thc a\ \J wﬂl be d:cpo s

to View with a more approving eye. :
I lmvc thr' honcn to l)(, vpur ob(-dlcnt ~cr\'ant, S
L THOS. AP C. JONES,

1 .'

Cnmmanr]rr-m-cIur/' .[’ac _//c squad’)mz. )

Hon. '\\ tLLIA’\I BAI.LARD PresTON,
: Sturtar_/ a/' l’tc \'m/

 Roliert A. Parker in account with saw-mell. .

May......| 7 0‘&9 feet tnuber. suwed cielemetceesees et eoas Sl 40‘ 60.
o Lugs for pier, at the rate of $7 pcr l()()() in tlu, [
“oods....".‘.. cerrdreeneien. . '3‘) 20 1.
Hanuling logs ot for pw*..;...-..:_. tecieetecieedal 106 00
- w1 T ton eoul for bluckmmth .................. eeeean 45001 .
September.| 2 clairs for office v..-..... L f 500 - -
b - 1 feur-oared BOAE ooee el e i e eeeee S 24500 |
Lock and bolt' ............... Cieiieiieeeree] L 250
4 gallons ml...'.."."..'.‘..'..‘.'.'..,' ................ wel ¢+ 016000
1duorknob..‘.....‘.........v..n....."...,.'.'...'..‘I.'..'.I'. T B0 N
‘Tkegnails. oo coveenaioaate .. 00|

- " - | Transportation on the same...- ceddeseselileisaaat

" October...| 1 lamp and 6-pounds chalk .. ... . ... veennn.
P "3\iumllulmcs........‘..-.................‘..... A

' Oll and t.urpt.ntme.. S

00

50
50 |
75 |
00|
00. |

2 pounds green p.uut vidielan ..........':'.‘.'-.....i

Green paint, black and red l«ud.. Cliemeatedababont
18,000 feet lumbcr, weathu-boardmg s]atmg for .
. 'roof, &e,, at $200 per M. Lo oo ieie i iiieaia. | 3,600 00

B N CRC Y CRURE g '3c: s
: )
&

. November.| 31,000 ahm;,les, at §24 per M...... .‘. Ceedeellddlll 74400 7
.| Transportation of shingles’ S 535 N
- Stove for office .. . ' 1000 ¢
50 pounds white lead Lol T2 -
I Green paint ..o veen e i S 2000
+ | Black and red Joad and pamt-brushcs B T |
" | Window sash for office......veniioiliillll ' . 18 00
Charcoal to braze pipes.....loieieaiinnn D I (110 I
v | New REOATIDIE S res ool li T 281 00 |
LT 8,500 brieks .. ..ot io.. e e cene e aanan eeen 0 TIB OO0
C Transpormtwn on same....v.. ceteeesdecosaeacaseis 0 85000} ¢
| Window sash, 312 lights ... ool Ll 23400 |
| Stove and h(tures..,.’ .......... .._,,'.. . s TED 00
33 pounds cut: splkes..'..."...'.'.'..'...' ............. s 413
1+ Jobn Brown's bill of expenses whilst: gcmng uut P
1 timber for-pier.. il e el e see et Lo 5200 )
8 suplmgs for scaffold feteeeendil T TRI00.
'5 joist, B0 feet each, ¥i—3 by 12 ... L. . ... S 8000
.| Rope and blocks for railing frame...... ...... .. woesen | o
" Captain Lm(.h’s bill, for use of . luun(.h and lumber.. o164 00 |
1 bolt umvuss PR N SRY (LSRR A) IS 85
‘1 skiff..... «eemsinedalt .'f'...."..'.'....'..' ......... - 10000
‘1 um nml lead pipé.......... esseinteeileeanas]| .42 .00
18.>0 . p P pp et AR EPES ST
l'cbrum y 273 pmmds ch.un for haulmn up lugs civedeedatihll 78000 | -
‘ »1 anchor for rafting T S cevenenaenat, 2002501 )
1 blunket for steam-pipe ........ fedetedensadanad] 800 . -
-Bxll of iron und atecl‘..-.-.".‘,' R OURORE AR SRR 1 X 1 K

S 619 48



1850,
January . -

. May. e o

- 96 puuuda u'ou f'or slmﬁ .

'Cookmg utc-nslls ..
“J. 8 Owen's bill of sundries. ' .
Getting boilers in La Londressa ....... eebesemeran |

| - Millus, Howard & Co.’s bill
1 Br. bng H. Hill, (-oal pl(,ks
- Gil ..
"'Isaac George's blll iron and stc(.l

* Cartage ow provisions

~H. MlS. 22
ACCOUN T—Conu nucd

- Bucl.-saw

' Saw, mandnl and pulh.ys Je-- ...- eieeas

' ()tlwr ﬁxturus eeeeenoen. ceeeeans A PO

3 feet belting ........ -‘.;.,..‘. eetetelendeenllany
Druyuge ' '

------------------------------------------

em oL %e dev s L stegnnesnanes

' Groccrws, &c &c -

Beeoivoer vecocncnsnncoe

. .....-____x __—,,h.,u._._s._,_._—. FRATER A

1
H
I
i

! %70 00

39 450
17 00
1-50°
19 20

Boat hire «eeeee oo iioaeaus I S A L

Boat hire and. extra ‘hands '

...........................

...........................

" | Bout-hire conveying things to brlg O C. R.u mund..

.\hgﬁ?t vl

September:

1130 puunds coffee; tin, $0........ d.s
" | Drayage..
- I Pussnge to town. ... ... L
| Bread, $13 20,
14 gullons oil, $lb. 1 burrei pork, se»

- Juo. Amlrvws expenses tognd from tumx pussugc s\(.
Sulieratus, and 2 balls coton wick...... emeailad
14 pounds candles, $2; 4 ‘dozen bowls. .
T bu.rrt.l ﬁour, $12 60 pounds becf, $4' 80..... cheel

’ -‘ Oéwbér".} :
S otasse. |

- I Starkey, Jamon & Co., for sheet-iron.
Lufkins, for chest to put touls in
‘1 "A. Robinson, for'iron .. .

' Phile White, grindstone

'."hlcrs blll L.

= Paid lerld;,c., for. use of TP S oo
| Eggleston &.Cao.'s b:ll..........‘.......'....'.....- "

.............
*ntemt csensencoos]

............................

S. Jumon & Co., 1 keg white lt.ud
Finley, Johnson & Co., picks

Ll

-----------------

.....................
o

L R R R R LR

2 logs and 1 pl.mk..'.' ..... ceinmean e

i
1

"1 Candles and tumblers... .o, .ot Sodee
‘Files,. umuuz-kmtu and fork.. '

Dr. Mott and, llarnson 8 bxll

IR LR AR RN R AL E T L

...................................

1' ish, for. m;rkmun at sundn times....... P een i

1 barrel four, 12 505 1 burrel bre dd, 505l '
| Mugy and oil. '

...............................

1 bag coffee from Br. brig Iyd“ ard. ceeanaet

Sugar, locks, and hinges ... ... .o L eenee 3

‘

. '
......................
Weeces enacorrconce o

Rose, Beiton & Co.’s bill, iron |

.....................

1 dozen tumblers .......
Salwratus, tea, and sngar

..,.. .a................

eV ehescerectense seeacens

Rice, soft-solder, bread and flour .. 5000,

I cask, wid. cotton cloth

R R L R

j‘baltand sulwratus. ... .o.. .l .. '
| Pumping up bullu's o '

..................................

----.-.-.-..-...'.-. -..-‘- ..................

cotton'¢loth, $5......

................

..‘..,....-..‘..i' :

eesvocevscaaves .

| Sugar and stores from Edith. . .... . , ".'.';..'. Ciemeaanad
| Captuin Crowninshicld, stores. oo oo o0l .y
"1 Aguew; Rogers & Co.'s “hill. '
- Captain Coulliard, caudles .
1 Agnew’s bill .
. |'1 barrel sugar, 133 pmmv‘ls ut 12, u.nts _

1'GE W, Waddington's bill .20 o Ll PR §

- 32

I' 4:)

23 75
21 10
T2 00

85

BRI STV A £

‘ 8,766 63 -

0w/

ki
12

7.00

200 I,
00
7365 |
S UR) B
30 33 |
400

900
17 50|

900 |

©B 00
37 40
Ton
.6 00
! ) 1.} 2v) '
900
00" !

00 '
00,

(D]
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L mg and trunsportnw mlll. B

.
‘ ACCOUN T—Contmued
1849, | Salt, $>, tmnsportatwn of coal...... ieveeeeeeaai|t . $30.00 :
S Plutcsanddmhcs............,‘....;..'.....',..'..._..]' 500
1 Grayson, Guild & Cos bill.....ooocoiaisoiiia i L 4144
- Candles, $2 50; 1 barrel bread, $14 64...........0 = 1714
IR lh)at-hlre.-'..'-....-.....--...-.....,...'.-._-.f...'. 4 00 |-
| J. P."Reynolds & Co,’s bill.. ... ... e el 8200 |
| Freighton window-sash, and passage ﬁ»r.)(urpenters C 18 00
.No#exnber - Fitzgerald, Baush, Brewstc.r,& Co ’s [J11) D 52 68 |
' -7 1 1 coffee-pot and uull..‘..-.- ................. ELRTRY . 400 |
Canvass, $3'75; 4 blank bonks for v.(.couuts ceemann 12251
Sulieratus, $1; ] barrel pork ... ...l PR 51 40
" | Boat-hire, sear(,hmg aftercoal... i ol sailsill] 200
Sugar and tea, $16; 1 barrel flour, $18.........._.[ 34 00
Stores from Fredonin. .. .. .. ..,-.....,..‘j._...'...'._ ' 30 23 |
oo | Serews, &e., for carrmgc-s..._-.-.'.‘...'_...-‘.-.-.... ceeel . BOO
: ‘December Puaper, $1 Jo, sugar, $1225....... verieeeccieesif 13 50
- 124 pounds Rio lead, $2; beans, $3....... eeeeann ' 5 00
"1'suck beans, $5; 1 quurter bccf 125 pounds, at. 8 -
B L 1 T U RO el » 15 00 |
| Sugar, $4 505 2 lmrrels pork, $90... ... 0. 94 50
1102 pounds sugur, $128 36; crushed sugir, $3 w..‘.. 92211
o 1 sack flour, $16;.1 barrel bread, $10 98...... ... 2698
o Matchcs $1: bout—lum in st,arch of (,uul...-...._.‘.‘ : 700
1830, | R
3ulluary'... 2 barrvls pork $70; 2 barrtls ﬂuur, $‘36..-..'.__ ..... 106.00
7 ] Beans,rice, &e.oonnnniiiiines fieiemaienees eend| 2553 |
113 gnnr-uklns...'. ..... ' .....-'.._._.-"-...;..‘._.', ...... L0 1300
T Parker's bill.....o0.. rasae feeiasiaddide - B3 75
Hawks, Parker & Co. eeieedeuan P 84 20
“Gibyon & Co.%s bill. ... .. Cmeeeseneeane S 29 40
| Meachinn & Cos bill.. - ooeieeininen | 39 35
| Mr. Perking's bill rendered...o.coon.. oo coena 33 16
| Fitzgerald, Baush, Brewster & Co.'s bill.o.. ... . 3 67
February..| Hawks, Parker & Co.—1 barrel brend . 1071 -
SO 2 it barrels pork.. oo eeece il '..‘.,..'.' ceeej . 40-00 ‘
.| Cartage on the sume....'; .‘.". ...... e i lranaaas _ 3 00
K ] Ggullonsoil ..ol iiii il : - 17,00
: “Fitzgerald, Baush, Bro\\ ster & Cu s bill...... ... DR N ]
200 pounds bread..... '.,....”....--....‘ ...... PR i 16 00
S I Bill groceries oo Lo oL e vemeiiandeniiaseee] - 30 00}
" March ....| Woodworth & Morris's blll... e cremaeeiinaaa. 70 35
| Tea uud pepper, $1....... .. ... S P , 940
L | 6 gallons spermooil.. ... A - 1200 -
Dl 4 pounds pepperand salt. ... ... .. ceeeled| -)‘.;0‘ ‘
N ] barrelspork..‘.........;;;...'..‘..b.'..'..'...'.-;;. w0
April.....| Perking's bill, sundries rendued. Ceetaidenain .- 108 00
AR 40pomldssugar,atzacent.s - 1000 .
.| Mr. Perkins’s expenses in SanI‘runusco..‘..'..'.-.. 200 -
| Grayson, (nuld&Co ’s bill ‘ ieeead 75 50 .
- Leuther belting ... ... ... .coeoall S, 0 2462
. Brig Hellespont—1 barrel pork-....; P
N 28 feet-ours; at 25 cents. ... .. ... .. TSP R A1 U1
T 74 pounds sugar, at 26 eents......0.oo i L] 1924 -
L Sfgallomaedl. . L eciiiiiiiidiL e, 16 50.!
o G pairyoke bows ... L il eemees e 12.00 <
L ] ]ur(,ulurmw...............-..._-...';..‘....;..‘.. 3000 | - .
J.R. \\rlldmun—,‘z barrc]s pork ................. . 5000
L -1 $2,559 42
R Lalmr
May....... U mted Statos slnop—of war Wurreu 8 crews, for land-
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C. M &L M. Burns, for su\uug..'....v.'. cemeesons

- ACCOUN T—Commucd
e ¥
- 1849 . _
June ..... Barge ) crew, for puttmg 9 pleccs saw-mlll mto al .
C launch .. .ooooiio ool - $15 00
3 hands to go to and. buck from Sunuhto in hm,(l _ e
. qun«h..{.‘.‘.-.....-... femeei e eeeaddaesaaas 34 00
‘Burge 8 crew, for getting fund«,r-pnsts und 0th«,r ' U
_._picees of mill on board the brig O. C. Raywond..| - 70 00 |
Moore, and two other hands, for w;mtmg mill-hunds | Lo
. -in lnndmg the same. ..o oonen. R .- 600
Smith of Edith—work «cccce veemeandl ot onanen.. 100,
Philo Sinith, carpenter.ceeeveciee ool cannaan 208 00
Wimn. Smith, CArpentera e caee venen. demaeeanenacas). 21200
George Askwell, laborer.. ..ol Ll 105 60 .
o John Andrews, Iubore U Cemeeeeenaaceeian 758 -60
o Rohert, lnlmrc e ceeememee e iieanns T I 115 20 |
July...... Thomson. H. Moore, lnhorer. ..o Lo il -89 80
" ‘| Robinson Cook, lahorer. ...... P ~35 00
| ‘Louis Aldumis aml Pedro.. ... ..o ... - 51 00
.| Puid curpenters for tliree days’ \wrk...._-.'., ....... S3000 )
- August 11_| Charles Haines, laborer. . o.coeee oo iiii oo 12050
T o | Win. MeDonald, luborcr..---‘.‘.'..‘-. feceeaceesasaal 13300
C W H. Reed, carpenter. ... ool lioliiiaan. T b4 95 |
I Samuel Dunbar, engineers.ocoeive il ool ol 160 00
M. P. Brown, blacksmith.... ool oLl © 160 00 |
- | George, blacksmith..... ... ... PR ol (Y ¥ B )
| James Bennet, cook ovooialeaiiaiii i il 714 .85
M. Delmond, carpenter....o- ... eeaeeaeana S 273 00
| Jumes Bourke, earpenter.....oooooiiioo ... 24 00 )
| Richard Turpine, lnborer..ccoieomeeniiiooiiaions 634 00 |
o | Thomas Grerison. ... .ooene ebeensemcananaas eee K1 60
-September.) Richard Schmidt..ooevoaoaa i iiiiio L. 106 50 |
- Qctober.. .| Williuns, Carpenter. .. e:ee vemevscaenaeiiiievann 115 37
o Jeffreys, carpenter ooooon ol el il 9 00 |
| Hilyer; CArpenter. .coe cveees coronn vaeeie ciin o 90 001
| Abbey, Carpenter. oo eee ceeaen cemen s ciiiniedennn | “on 00
November.| J. Scolling, cook...... E 141 00
‘ | Abrabummn SHnpson: i osceeesosi il eiieie canneaia| 0 105700
- | Mr. MeMahan, bricklayer...... A T 400 00
-Philip \i(,Mnnn, luburer..co-o. ... R 45500
Thomas M¢Maun, lsborer...... ceieaena heteenes oo b2eh
“Andrew Foucit, laborer ..o ..o i il o200
| Robert McCombs, luborer..... D eewieseieiann 38 40 |
L ] Blacksmith's helper .....‘.'...-_...-..,..-........‘-.. 1400
‘December. | Jus. Brochman, earpenter.........o... ... R | 535 00
: | Thomas Davis, laborer...cco.covnniaai i oaL, - 43 75
3 Juxnes Ilums, Iuboror.... ceie dedienan e eedl 437
1850, |: ‘ R R _
_Junuary. .. Richard B. ‘Smlth blncksmlth....;....,.'.; ........ . 1,502 50 |
- 'Janson: Tu)lur,luborc R (V- B
IR <Jausnn Peterson, cooKeeeeas ceniioia il 24148 |
-February. . Ruffin, luborer........ Ceeeneeenae s leas 30 00 |-
- o Andrew Smith,cook. ... caosaeoiiiiiiiiiiia| 0 116 25
: -~} John Root, Inborer....... ocian... P 3260
March ....| H. Herrick, suwyer and carpenter................ 1,335 60
S Peter Jucobson, luborer...oeeieenns ot Memeidaaae 691 00
J. C. Lunning, engineer. ..o civeeclvenaann ... '. 753 84 |-
George MceQuigg, suwyer.....ieeevaeaiaiia i 0 6O7 60 )
, Do Fisher, laborer............ . _ 36 00
April...... ‘John H. Jones, carpenter........ e veeeae. .- 136003 |
L _ - Hulberts, ﬁrt,mun ........... eeeeaaeanas : 875 00 |
| Mr, Dlwm. engineer.... .... . e cemeeaaes) 9000
| Mr. Perkins...... ....... ... et ieaaee el 1,R46. 00
605 00
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4,479 40

ACCOUN T—Contmucd
]8)(’ o ‘ S o
: ‘Apul o] Artluir qc-a“.n ... e eieieiea. R S §000-00
: o | Engineer belonging to the I dlth in the f'mp]m meny g .
of Mr. A. Seawar L T 8500 |
Simnel MeCruydaborer.ooc.. ... ‘.._.,...'_..-...-. 12600
Teter Jacobson, laborer..o.. o oo ... Ceean- 125 00 1
. et eeedeieridedeeea e 100 00 _
eeaie teeen mae e e emen e e e e aaie 100 00 IR
' ‘ - $16,834 15
R § C.lpfnm Wi A Rl(-]mrdsnn account for bccf.....'.' 40000 :
-September.” Richard Schmidt, extra wmk-..'.' O 700
L - | Extra work, pumping water into lmllcr..i._.'._.._ ..... o 10000
Smith of Llw Oluo, (71) for soldu'mg pxpe.;.-, . 500
‘ T | 492 00
B 1-1 11 S T Lo : R
‘Septomber. ](‘ cnrds WOl e e s il e iseavenn _ 240 00
T - | Steamer Mint, 4 tons coal, $45 per um...._.,. ..... - 0 180 00 |
11, Pearse, ]U tons, at $4U perton....... N emeeeann S 400 00
- | Robert Berry, 124 tons, at $27 50 per ton. ... ....| 34375 |
| George C. Pryor, 18 tons, at $30° pertonm ... ..., - 540-00
Tutnian & Miller, 10 tons, at $10 per ton..coeee.|. 400 00|
-Cuptain Ring, 30 tons, at $35 per ton....... ..ol 1,050 00-] _
l'xcwhtoudﬁ tous, at $10 perton.....ololooLol| . e 00 L
_ C Lo e — 3,998 75
| 8 yoke of oxen...;...'.....-.;.-...'.‘...'.'.‘._..‘..-.-.-.‘ 260000 - .
SR TR N1 11311y A I < (' o
: Log truuks...._-.‘.'...-..._.‘_._..;.‘.;f. ..... Ceedeamad 0 140 00 S
L B Do T —— 2,690 00
,J ames M(,Cmmu,k for scnxccs as supermtcndcnt.. cemeee e 2,500 00.
Matcn.ll ........................................ 8,766 63.
Groceries.ceaee e iioaniena.. Ceeeateneme aae PR 2,559 42
Tabor.. cooeeioeaana.. e v iaaen e e e 10,_ oI
Beef, &€:iaeniiinnnnn. O SR 432
g 1‘ue]........",--.".‘..‘,....--‘..',..‘..._..;-i-.....,.;. C3098 75 |
Oxen, &Cevovceeea e oo, eeeccamae e e oge00 00 |
' f_.Supmmtcud(-nt ...... R TR P eeee| &,500 00 o
I | a —_— 37,770 95
C1R49,. Cr(-dlt by Nl]bﬂ of. lmnber' " Co o R
| Boards und lathing of roof, $ 00 per. M.........-. 1,800 00
CNov, 247 L7063 eet lumber. oo e e aaas S BTR YT
Dee.” 11 ()4}..-..110.-‘.'---.»..._..;....'....".-..,,..‘ ..... S L s Rl B
S l4l.)....do .......‘...-..‘-... S SN 440 00 |
1820 S
“Jaowiry. .. 560 .-...do_...... credemeescefncatmcemernanancs 7050
T B0 do 97 85
]l() ...dr) ................................... 3575

7,733 50

30,037 45 .
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FLAG -SHIP SAVAI\NAH, -
Buzzcm Rouds, January 29, 1554,

QIR' chmrod to b(* sawed for the use of the Pacific qqu*uhun, I)y'
the n«lVd.l saw-mlll a bancxhto, lec fullowmrr blll of lumbcr., :

_ -15 000 Flfl(‘(‘ll ﬂmue(md fut f‘ull—m(‘h I)o'uda, mht, (%) sntcu], (lb,;
. and t\vcut)-h)ul (24) feet lengths, of any widti,” ‘
150 Onc hundred and fifty picces “redwoo scantling, free of sap,.
~and ten (10) or twenty feet long, five (5) by sevei (7) mdlcs;
300 Three: hundred picces redwood ~(nmthu(.r, five l)y tiree,. (3,)
sixteen (16) or cnghtccn (15) fc 't lon«r, but all of the sane,
1(.11“‘”1. . L

S THO\ AP C. JO’\’L.- _
| e '_ C'mnmzuzdcr-m—c/mf1 g/‘c sgz/m/,.n;
Mr. ROBERT A. PARKER, -
o l\wuzl éuw-mzll S(uzczlzto.

True copy Tcst
J A. SHI}RBURN, Sf’uclr/u/

* This rcqx11<1110n was: qpecdn]y comphcd with; rmd the whole of the
lamber, redwood of qup(,uor quahty, remains near the saw-rill at

banmhto. _ . o
' e THO§ AP C J()\l..

FLAG-'smP SAVANNALL
Beniciay, June: 22,155 ;J

Sm I enclose hcrcw1th extracts ﬁom two orders from the Hoen.
‘Secretary of the Navy, in relation to a certuin steam saw-mill crected
‘at Sancilito under my contract with Mr. R. A. Parker, (No. 1 of the
‘accompunying scrics.*) My brief No. — is u very liberal statement
of what might and ought to have been the car nings of the mill; from
which it is manifest. Lhat the assignecs of Mr. | Parker can hivve 1o Just
" claim to onc cert upon the United: \tatc.s lor cr c<.tmrr the uull nor- ior
“the house which coversit. : :
 You will therefore require Mr. P .ul\cz s.agent or assigice I dchvcr.
over to you the mill, and all appurtenances thereunto bo]mmmg, aceond-
ing to the terms: of the contract, on the first day of July, and will
.th(,rcaftcr dispose of the mill as the 1 Navy Department or Commodore‘
‘Charles 8. McCauley, my successor, may direct.
~ Should Mr. Parker’s ussignce demur to this arringement, as 1 havc
reason to believe he will, you will consider )oumclt fully autliorized
and hereby appointed the Teferce on the part of the United States navy,
under the contraet, “to ascertain and nawme the sum, it any, necessary:
‘to reimburse the ﬁmrty aforesaid,” and, as such, will- meet any referee
-n*um-d by thc ot ier p'lrty, and In casc of ~any dl[lcrcn(,c of nplmon,‘

* *From1 t_:o_ll, in_clusiv.e. |
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you Will conjointly elect an umpire, who had better be a legal gentle-
man of good standing. S
I am, respectfully, ‘
: THOS. AP C. JONES,"*
‘ S Commander-in-chief Pacific Squadron.
Purser Joun' N. HAMBLETON, ‘ ‘
' -U. 8. Navy, San Francisco. '

‘True.copy'. Test: - | | |
| . R J. A. SHERBURN, Secretary.

Frac-suIP SAVANNAH,
- Bemicia Roads, Junuary 28, 1850.

 Sir: Please to take notice (the Honorable Secretary of the Navy
having instructed me, by letter dated December 1, 1849, to place the
steamn saw-mill belonging to the Navy Department of the United States,
recently set up at Sancilito by you, under your written contract made
and entcred into with me, on the 7th duy of April, 1849,) that you are
hereby required to transfer and deliver over to the purser or mavy
agent for'the port of San Francisco, on the 30th day of April next,
ensuing the date hereof; or to such other personas may be duly author-
ized to receive the aforesaid mill, with all things pertaining thereto, ac-
“cording to the terms, conditions, and true intents and meaning of said

contract above cited.
: _ ; : THOS. AP C. JONES.
"Mr. RoBerT A. PARKER.

True copy. Test: | J. A. SHERBURN,
| | ‘ Secretary.

- FrLag-sHIP SAVANNAH,
Benicia, June 22, 1850.

On the part of the United States Navy Department, the claim of the
assignees of R. A. Parker for damages, under a certain contract for

ecting and putting in opcration a stcam saw-mill belonging to the
3nited Ntates, on the beach at Sancilito, (sec contract) is resisted—

First. Because the aforesaid R. A. Parker, the second party to the
above cited contract, did not use all due diligence and despatch in erect-
ing said mill, whereby near three working-months, over and above the
four months allowed tor erecting said mill, were lost through default of
the contractor. ‘ : -

Secondly. That when the mill was put in perfect order, for want of
logs, or from other causes or mismanagement, the mill was not kept
sreadily at work ; but, on the contrary, the mill has been idle more than a
moiety of the working-time since it commenced sawing.

Thirdly. The millis believed to be capable of cutting from 8,000 to
10,000 feet per twenty-four hours; but sy only 5,000 per working-day,
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and allow twenty-six working-days to the month, and date the working-

months from October 1, 1849, to April 30, 1850, and we have 182 days,

sawing equal t0 910,000 feet of lumber, which at $200 per M. (and thatis
below the average price of lumber within the above dates,) we have the
gross sum of $182,000, less one-half for cost of stock and sawing; and

there will be left to the millers $91,000, from which we deduct the in- -
ordinate bill of costs (letter B) presented by Mr. Parker, $37,770 95,

(which bill, however, when surcharged, will be reduced more than 50 per

cent.) and there will remain a clear profit to the millers of £53,229 05

for seven months’ sawing, from October 1, 1849, to April 30, 1850.

From April 30, 1850, to June 30, is threc months'more, to which add
twenty working-days, from August 7, 1849, when the four months
alluded to for erccting the mill to October 1, when the repairs of pipes
were completed, and we have another gross product, $98,000, which
reduced by one-half per cost of stock, and sawing, as before, leaves
$49,000 to be added to $53,229 05,—one hundred and two thousand
two hundred and twenty-nine dollars and five cents, which ¢ was perfectly
competent for the saw-mill to have carned for the millers afier paying every
charge that can be brought agunst the mill, for erccting and rumming the.
same, had the mill been set to work at.the end of the four months allowed for
that purpose by the contract, and kept steadily at work, as it ought to have been,
and might have been had common prudince and foresight been cxercised to
provide the saw-logs at convenient landings during the summer or dry season.
That this was not done, and that due diligence was not practised in
crecting the mill, was in no wise or respect the fault of the United
States, nor any of her agents, but wholly and solely the fault of the
secoud party to the contract, who now claims the right to abandon the
mill to the United States, and claims damages or remuneration for
erccting the mill. Such claim is preposterous, and upon no principle of
law or equity can such claim be sustained. '

The bill rendered (letter A) embraces all materials and workmanship
for building the house over the mill; but if it did not, as the house was
deemed by the contractors nccessary for the preservation of the ma-
chinery, and for carrying on the sawing, and for the accomnmodation of
the operatives attached to the mill, after allowing any cstimate, how-
ever extravagant, that could be asked for the house, the United States
can have nothing to pay, as there would still be a balance of fearly
$100,000 in favor of the contractors. As to the site or ground on
which the mill is crected at Suncilito, and as much ground circum-
Jacent thereto, within fifty Spanish varas of high-water mark, as may be
needful for landing logs, piling lumber, or erecting quarters for the
millers, &c., the United States have & right, as ihe lawful successors
1o the republic of Mexico, not only to the sovercignty over, but the right,
under the laws of Mexico, to appropriute to her own use without
hindrance, any portion of land, ‘r:mcgcs, or islands, so situated, and
which it was competent for the republic of Mexico to have appropriated
to her own use when the war broke out between the two countries in
1846. This, however, is a question which can only be scttled by the
Judiciary of the United States, or by an act of Congress, and is there-
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fore. here’ adverted to only in answer to'"ny claim afor rcnt, &c., _
which the les»orb of thc saw-mill might raise before referces.

- THOS. AP C. JONES, .
Commander-m-clngf Pacific Squadron. S
True copy. Test: S R o
e o . A.‘-SHERB.URN,-Sccrcmry'. o

' UNITED STATPS Smp WARREV, _
‘ Sunéilito, June 26, 1850,

Sin: I }csterday in obodlcnce to your order, demnanded of the agent.
‘of Mr: Parker, possession of the saw-mill on the 1st of July. '
I enclosc a copy of Ml. I’.nkcx S acwunt, and am, very 1c<pectfully,_<

your nbedlont servant, -
JNO N HA’\IBLETON o
Co I’m.scr U. S l\cw_/
(‘um T. AP C JoL\Ls, : R
Cummandc; -m-c/mj qf' Pacf ic Squadran.

e UVITBD StaTES SHIP \VARREN, :
: 3 o Buncilito, California, July 19, 1850.
Km By or dor of Commodmc T. Ap C. Jones, T handed the onclosed
_papers, relating to the saw-mill belonging to the United States, at this
plitce;to Commodore C. S. McCauley, as will appear by my letter to
him. He declined receiving. thcm, and urdcrcd mec to forward thcm to .
the Navy Depurtment..
. I am, very lupcctfully, your obcdlent servant,
, JOHN N. HAMJ)LETON, _
' I’cusm U S. Z\az J
Hon. W BALLARD PRESTO‘\I,
. Sccrctury J the Nuzy _/

- Unitep StaTES SHIP WaRREN,
‘Srmczhto Bayj, July 14, 1850.

' “m. 1 f'nrwmd hm Pwnh the pﬂpms relating to the suw-mill bdonv-
_ing to the United Stutes, at Sancilito. I demanded posscession of it, on.
the 1st July, by order of Commodore Jones, and was appointed by
him & referee on the part of the N.uy D(,p.mm(-nt, to ascertain’ the
amount duc Robert A, Parker’s assignee. - The award is- enclosed.
‘We could look at nothing behind the contmct or determine what might
have been done by Mr. Parker and his assignee, believing that sclf-
interest would have. been a suflicivnt incentive for them to Liave used
‘-thur best exertions in umdu\ tmg thc buqnc\s._ Vouc.hus were not
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“eshibited for all the charges, and we had to rely on the. books forwmany
of them. Mr. Parker’s assignee claims the. bulldmrr contammg the

saw-mlll and keeps possession of the key.-

I am, V(,ry res pu,tfully, your obedient :orvant,

Pm ser. U S..

Com. CHARLDS S. McCAULnY, :
omm(mdcr-m-cluqf (y' zlzc Pac:f ic Squadron.

JOHN N. HAMBLETON,, |

Nav j. |

Robert A. Parker-in account with. St_méz_'l[l_o Stecam Saw-mill Co.

‘~Mavy..-... .......
' Septé_m‘uér. .......
 October. ... [No. 38
.-No‘ve'm_bcr., 40
13

October...| 14

June..... efeeenen

October...|......

, 10

- Order .... 3
1

- February..|......
29

.34 lu.,c bclmu" s

Captnm th,h.xrdsun, 7,038 feet tnubur, $‘200 per M ..... s $1 407 60
Logs for pier, $7 per M 5,600 feetinaeaaion aeemeeeeaanis 8920
Uauling logs out of the wuuds tor pxel..._.. ceeelieaeane eaai 106 .00
1 ton coul for blacksmith.cceee ool iiiianiiiiiia.. ae 45 00 -
2 chairs for 0HEC. .o ive..-s S AR heareeee cewee|- - 500
1 four-oared bost. e eeee cooaeeas et temmaneemaaeceee e 245 00
Lock-and holt.. ... P i P : 250
4 gallons oil.ooioo. .. eeceacmeecendaecedeoncsatanan anan : ‘16 00
1 door. knob..... e Rt E feeesees e eceneans 50
1 KegnailSe e e oo iaac e aaeacenan deaneceena IS _'800.
Trunsportation of the same....... e el 200
1 lunp and 6 pounds chalK.oo o cenioeaivnoancatidianns o 125
3 Manilla lmc.........--..,..-.....‘..'.., ..... hmes ot ann 150
Oil and turpentine. ... ...- edemeaeieeaas [ 2.60
Broom, 50 eents, and 1 cusk whit lead, oO ]munds ........... LTS
2 pounds green paint. oo oo satecmcnnecs eeeeeaeaaa]l 200
Green paint, black and white eadi... . Meiacecesineiadacal 600
18,000 feet Jumber, ‘weatlierboarding, ﬂuolmg slating for } -~
roof, and partitions...... R e emn s menaeioni 3,600 00
31 M nlnn(rlcs, B2 per Moooii i e e ierac el | 744 .00
o | Transportation of slun«rlts...-., A 35 25
JoStove for offiee .l e e e e Ve e eaas 10 00
- 50 pounds white lead..cocae .- e ceesieaaaade eeeewened T2
Green it oo oo oienieaaiaa o e T X i
Sash for' 2 windews in office..... P S .-l 1800
Chureoul to braze pipes...coo. .. ceevemcmcueuvns Sedeeeaen 10 00
Allair’s Dill; new-SLeaL pipe.. s eeee oo anemsioiaaniiioa, . 281 00 -
8,500 hrie ks hought of Ellis (,lmndlu & Co. and whulmg bug 718 00
']‘mn&pmmtmu ﬁn the Bume. .. loieenncenaan . eweesezeaa| 8500
“Window sush; 312 lwhts, at 75 cents pu hght...'.;.. e . 234 00
Stove and BXUFCH e o coe cane cveecnomoae semase s decreneas ~ 80 00
John Brown’s expenses “while %ttm« out tunbu for plm ..... .- 5200
8 snphug% for scaftold....... P eeeseceaaas 72 00 -
N joist, S0 feet each, 40 fm*t, 20 foct, 3 by 1’...,._. cecicemue . 80 00
Rupe and bloeks for raising frame....o oo ienncena il . - 28 00
1 Captain Lecel?’s bill, for use of l.lum,h....-..... ............ . ‘164 60
i Post’s bill, 1 Bolg (,,unahs....’ ....... P B L
Eskifl.. ool s 10 00
Pump atid Tead pipe..eeeae coaecann.e. e ieeeeana eemeeaaia 42-00
273 pounds chain for hauling up logd. ..o oo cooiviivennal, 80 00
 Anchor for rafring, bought of L.Ll)tulll Mlt;(,holl .............. 20 25
1 blanket to wrap th.un-plpt,.-; .................... s . 800
Sum.nts i bill of iron and steel....c.. tiecesmmne e manan . 212 00
Bu:z-saw. :
Saw, inandrill, nnd pu]loys...... cesieemeesiecitensainanns 70 00

1700
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- ACCOUNT—Continued.
Other fixXtures. .. ceeecccr cemcccscacacacaoroscnnncnnans $39 45
96 pounds iron for shaft for drum. ... ceeeroeeane ... 19 20
Drayage cveeeeeanenveeecenneacanscann.a. ceceenannaaan- 150
b Groceries, &c.

May..oeeofocine- Cooking utensils. ccoc.veeveemencmme oo ceeaaens 2375
¢ Jno. S. Owens’s bill, sundries.ccoooveeea i ienen i aaan.s 21 10.
Getting boilers in army scow, La Londressa..oeeeee coae oo 12 00

June..ceefeann-. BoHt Hire. e e ccs aee o et et eceece et cebeaaas 10 00

. Bought of Millas, Howard, & Co., wheelbarrows, &.c... ..... RN
English brig Heary Hill, coul and pl(.ks .................... 12 50
July.eeeanefean--. 01 S 9 00
W | Isaac George, iron and steel..oueoen camoar oo maaaanan.. 17 50
Boat hire and extra hands..ceeeveeecne cooiiiioaaan aans 7 00
Cartage on provisions. ... ccee cceccmcoanaan. ceeeecamaa 200
Boat hire carrying articles to D. Raymond. ceee veeeaeeo oo, 4 00
2 | Starkey, Jamon, & Co., sheet iron.eeoeo. ... caeoe- ceaa- 73 65
Lufkins, for chests to put tools in.. .. coeocancaia .. 10 00
3 | A. Robinson, for iron. ceeeee cemeencomeat et caaa e 30 38
4 | Starkey, Jawmon, & Co., white lead..... ... ... . ..., 4 00
Finley, Johnson, & Co., PitkSeeeaeceeeau o cacciaaaaa oo 900
Philo Smith, grindstone...eceeecaeeer aaniicamn e 5 00
o R2logs and 1 plank.. o c.vcemcnnimamoei i, oo anen 37 40
’ Candles and tUIbIerS. e o e voam e ieac e eec e cacccrceana 700
Files, carving knife, and fork. . oo oo oen oo e e e 6 00
Bought of Dewitt & Harrison, sundries... oo o oo aeooeaaa.. 13 25
Ty]er,forpm;s........-..-.........-..; ................ 9 00
Captain Necker, 5 barrels SalmoD e e e ce e ceeeceecenecannn. 45 00
Fish for workmen sundry times...... ... .. e 8 00
1 bag flour, $12 50: 1 barrel bread, $J 51 S 22 00
‘ ’ Mugs andoil. ..o .ol i i ccc e eann 375
August....|......| 1 bag coffize, English brig Emma ..o 15 64
Sugar, locks, and hinges. .« eeeooeeoimaer coiceicacnannn 7 80
Sugar and stores from Editho e oo oo min e eaee oo 37 87
Bought of Captain Crowninshield, flour, beef. ... ... ... .... 45 00
5 | Agnews, Rogers, & Co '8 bill.cace cmeaiaan oot 13 52
Caprain Coulliard, 1 box candles ... coevevmeececannannan. 6 00
6 | Agnews's bill, sugur ..................................... 765
1 burrel sugar, 133 pounds, at 12 cents. .o oo oo oL, 16 62
8| G. W. Waddington's bill.. oo cce eemoeecoea e, 61 98
Bought of Rost, Benton, & Co., iron............ U 27 00
Paid Elbridge for use of hoateeacn coonoee oo i, 20 00
9 | Eggleston & Co.’s bill...ccee cenn .ot et eencoascmnaanean- 50 71
33 | Saleratus, tea, SUEAT. .o vccmevn cmie e ceciece e 30 40
September. ...... Rice, soft solder, brcnd and flour........ eavenoocsonaeeane 40 66
Casks and cotton cloth.-.-...-........., ................ 371
Salt and 8alerats. . o o v ccc e it i cneeee e aae. 2 62
Pumping up boilers. .uo v ooeoer comn i it e e 2 00
130 pounds coffee, $11 75; tea, $6. .. oo cooerinaan. ..., 17 75
B0 ¢i) £ ¥ PRSI 2 00
Passage to town, (Seawarts)...:.cccecevcniiccacaaannan.. 300
Bread, $13 20; cotton cloth, $5. c e e o oo eiecee e e 18 20
4 gallous oil, $16; 1 barrel pork, $25, (bill22)............. 41 00
Jno. Andrews’s passage to and from town, and expenses there 12 00
October ..| 38 | Saleeratus and 2 balls cotton WicK. oo ococeemunnvmannn ... 2 50
Half dozen bowls- ..o coee ceeeacce cecceeeeee e e 3%
1 barrel flour, $12; 60 pounds beef, $4 80_................ 16 80
Salt and transportation of Co8l- - e.emneeooe o iaraae aaa 30 00
32 | Plates and dishes. .o oo o como it e ceemaeeaen 5 00
37 | Grayson, Guild, & Co.’8 bill-cccoeneoieicacae e e e 41 4
H 17 14

Candles, $2 50; 1 barrel bread, $14 64 cceeee ceecnvnaanen.
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ACCOUNT—Continued.
1849,
October... ... Boat hire. ... cceeeccce e ccee ccmeceeiccccas cancaannns $1 90
Bought of T. P. Reynolds & Co. 1 barrel oil, &€eeevn...... 52 00
Freight on window sash and passage of five carpenters...... : 1300
November.|No.17 | Fitzgerald, Baush, Brushlin & Co.'8 bill. cecceerveenaaann. 52 68
Coffee-pot and mill «ccvenrmmmmee i e iecae e, 4 00
Canvass, $3 75; 4 blank books for accounts...o.occeeeaae. 12 25
Saleratus, $1; 1 barrel pork, 50 cccee ceom i, 51 00
Boat hire, searching forcoal..oeoen oo aiiamaceaaai o 2 00
Sugar and tea, $16; 1 barrel flour, $18 . cceeeeveennanaaaas 31 00
Stores from Fredonith « ccooeeemeemeoioooce o acnaennnn. 30 23
Screws, &e., for carriage raillways.ceeee ceeeceieneaaans 8 00
December |...... Paper, $1 25; sugar, $12 25.cco ot iiiiicencceeeaaaeen 13 50
31 | 124 pounds red lead, $2; beans, $3. .. coeiemaniaaiaa. ot 5 00
1 s- ¢k beans, 85; 1 quarter beef, 125 pounds, $10 ......... 5 00
Sugar, $4 50; bought of W. W. Baker 2 barrels pork, $90.. 94 50
102 pounds sugar, $18 36; crushed sugar, $3 75..ccceeoaun 22 11
1 sack flour, .ﬁ;JG 1 barrel bread, $10 98 ... cceeennnn... 26 98
Matches, $1; boat hire, searching for coal, $6 - ecccenoee--. 7 00
Bought of Huwks, Parker & Co. 2 barrels pork, $70: 2 :
barrels flour, $36-c e oo i e caeceaaaa- 106 00
“ Bought of Hawks, Parker & Co., beans and rice - ceeenno--. 25 53
13 goat skins for 1acings. o ceereeomen e e 13 00
Bought of Hawks, Parker & Co., per R. A. Parker, bill of
ETOCETIES <o e encecescacecacceecaaacnancomeoanann 53 75
Bought of Hawks, Parker & Co. 1 barrel pork, $35; 246
pounds sugar, $49 20, oot ieceiceeee e €4 20
Bought of Gibson & Co., groceries «.c.ccecceeaceacnancans 29 40
Do ... Mr. Perkins, groceries ceceeeecomceeeaaeacoacn-- 33 16
39 | Fitzgerald, Baush, Brewster & Co.'s Dill cevcen cacanncanann 3 67
February .[ 20 | Huwks, Purker & Co., 1 barrel bread. cceaee ceencaaaanonn. 10 71
2 hulf-barrels pork, $40; 1 bag rice, $6 . ccaeeecaaaraaaens 46 00
LY o 17 NS 3 00
28 | 6gallons oil vuvecancaaoneann. fe eeeeceasmeacciecoscacnne 17 00
Fitzgerald & Co. 8 Dille e e comee i eaeeeeean et 5 00
200 pounds bread, (Birchard,) at 8 cents .ocvovcanerannnn. 16 09
Bill of groceries. .o oeemenvimom it eee e 30 00
March....| 19| Woodworth & Morris™s bill.- ccecceee i mmieiimeecaeaas 64 50
21 | Tea, $8 40; pepper, Bl cecamn caecacee caeeaceeeenn ‘ 9 40
6 gallons oil ..ccmn e i ceeeetiecee e aaees 12 00
4 pounds pepper and 8alb. - come caocin i e aaaeaaeas 550
3 barrels pork, bought by R. A. Parker «ooceneemannaanans 75 00
April .| Bill of groceries, purchased hy Mr. Parker ecevee ceve nnaan 108 00
Sugar, 40 pounds, 8t 25 CENtS « o e ceeeeime i aee aaacn aans 10 00
Mr. Perkins’s expenses in San Francisco .o.oocooaeaen oo 2 00
Grayson, Guild & Co., groceries covemee cece coveneaannnn 75 50
25 | Leather belting and Jeather. o oo ee ceeeiooonecaecaeaaanaaos 24 62
Brig Hellespout, 1 barrel pork.ceeeooeeonoomnoieaaaaoe. 16 00
24 | 28 feet oars, 25 cents per fuot. ... ceeeee o caaaioaaans 7 00
23 | Charles Oats’s bill, 74 pounds sugar, ut 26 cents cooeceoan-.. 19 24
35 | 54 gallons 0il cevcen coeiiiee ceeeiieieeiece i e 16 50
26 | 6 pair yoKe DOWS occcan caceeamaceaanaaal TR TheaaTTRoa-- 200
27 | CirCulith W, o - ez e ccaecmcece e aeaeescoccacan cnascnns 30 00
J. R. Wildman, 2 barrels pork and rice «ccoverivniiann... 46 00
Bought of English brig 1lellespont 40 futhoms bawser for
Buuling UP TOPe cevv coiriemmae e e eaace e 40 25
Labor.
May......|--c--- United States ship Warren's crew for landing and transport-
ingmill . i il lieeeicacan 50 00
Barge's crew for putting 9 pieces of saw-mill to launch ...... 15 00
3 bunds to go to Sancilito and buck in hired launch .covw..-- 34 00
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519, |
June

..... No.13

October ..

November.

December.

1850.
January ..

February .

March....

Barge's crew for getting fender posts and other pieces of
mill on board brig O..C. Ruymond..ccceceennmmannana...
Moore and two other hands for assisting mill bands in landing
Cthe dhove . ov e i e e eeeeececccaacaneaaean-
Smith of the Edith for work '
Philo Smith, 26 duys, at $3 per day. ccecaceaecaenmeanan. -
‘Wm. Smith, 263 days, at S8 perday. oo coveencanenan.ann.
Geo. Askwell, laborer, 22 days, at $4 80 perday...........
Jno. Andrews, laborer, 158 days, at $4 80 per duy .. oeva-.
Raobert, luborer, 24 duys, at $4 80 per day
Thewpson H. Moore, luborer, 133 days, at $4 80 per day . ..

.............................

----------------

Robinson, 00K eeee oo e, ememacceeaccececnanas
Lewis Aldamis and Pedro, laborers . oo cececceecaceaaem.
Paid a carpenter for 3 days and discharged
Charles Harris, laborer, 27 days, at $4 80. ccen coemeanaaan.
Wi MeDonald. oo oo et cecece cicncee e
Wi H. Reid, carpenter ... o oo ceiaaenaes
Sawm. Dumbar, 20 days, at $2 per duy. coee cmeecacacenaaan.
M. P. Brown, blacksmith, 20 days, at $3 per day - ccevean-a-
George, ut $4 80 per day
James Bennett, 142 days, at $4 S0 perday..coveveaen ...
Mr. Desmond, carpenter, 194 days, at $14 per day
Jas. Bourke, carpenter, 21 days, at $14 per day. ... ccao.ans
Armina, Sundwich Islander, cook..oeeee cveccaecmancnana.
Richard Turpin, laborer, at $4 80.. oo coceenaanoaoo.
Thos. Grerison, at $4 30 perday. ccen ceveceeneavannnna.
Richard Schmidt, at $4 S0 perday oo ccvcmeicemnncnnn..

Williams, carpenter, rated at $200 per month.eeoen oo _

Jeffreys, 10 days, at $9 per day
Hilyer, 10 days, at $9 per day
Abbey, 10 days, at 39 perday. . conooeiiiceniaann.. .-
J. Scolling, cook, at $4 20 per day
Abraham Simpson, at $4 80 perday ..o oo lao.
Mr. MeMahion; hricklayer, (contraet) «ovceeeeeacoaaenn.

..........................

Philip MceMaun, Iuhorer, at $4 830 per day.ceceenveenan oo ‘

Thos. MeMann, at $4 80 perday. cc ceee ccecaenccenacannn
Andrew Francis, at 54 80 perday.c oo oioeoeiiaaaaa o
Robhert McComb, at 1 80 per day cceeee. ... eeemecana-
Blacksmith, help .. .o oo i
Jos. Brockhead, carpenter, at $10 per day
Thos. Davis, luborer, at 84 80 per day.cocoeenevaamaaao..
Jas, Harris, at $4 80 per day.ceeen ceoee oo camecaanann.

Richard B. Smith, blacksmith, at $9 per day
Junsen Tyson, labover, at $4 80 perday cove coeeaoaeaaan.
Jansen Peterson, cook, at $4 8 perday cooeceen caeaonn..
Ruffun, laborer, at $4 80 per day
Andrew Smith, cook, at $4 S0 perday .o oo oee el
John Root, Tuborer, at 84 80 perday ... oooeoee oo
L. Herrick, earpentor and sawyer, at the rate of $275 per

month
Peter Jucobson, laborer, at 34 30 per duy oo eceeaeaanan..
Geo. C. Launing, at $175 per mouth
Geo, MeQuigt, suWyer coey oo et e eccanecnnaan
Fisher, lthorer. o oo e e e ceeeceae cauaa
Juo, IL Jones, at SO per month coee oo eer ceecee cannenn.
Hubbert, fireman, at $125 permonth o ovee cremeaeaaeianon.
Mr. Davisy CHZICCr cvee coie it ciet e ireeenaaaae e
Mr. Perkins, up to March, ut the rate of $275 per month,

and from that half of this sun, other Lalf being charged to
- GodwIn & CO. e e ieiiereeeamaeaaan

--------------

........................

..............................................

$70 00

6 00
106G
208 00
212 00
105 60
753 60
115 20
&) 80
- 35 00
50 00
30 00
123 50
133 00
543 25
160 00
160 00
4475
714 25
73 00
204 00
63 00
634 00
81 60
106 50
115 37
. 90 00
90 00
90 00
141 00
105 00
400 .00
55 00
52 80
24 00
33 40
14 50
535 00
43 75
4375

1,502 50
274 80
241 48
300 00
116 25

32 60

1,335 60
691 00
753 84
607 60 -

36 00
360 03
&75 00

90 00

1,600 00
605 00
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10%

March....

April 7
13
30

May 7

March....!

June 15

September.

October. ..
Nov. 21
27
Decegher.
185
Jan. Q. 7
February.

......

Artlir Seawarts, 90 days, at $10 per day..ooo.oeoean ool
Eungiueer ¢ mplmml by Mr. Seawarts, making smoke-pipe. ...
Samuel MeCrae, at $4 30 per duyoeeeceee comeemaaanianan.
Pewr Jacobaon, ut $4 80 per day cceeceenieiianaan ool
Erskine, half month, at 2100 per menth...... . ___.
Smith of the * Ohio,” for soldering steam-pipe, in October,
R R R

Thomas Ross, 25 logs, at $2 ¢ach. coeecee oo cacaeneaaa..
doooo--. 175 logs, at @2euch. oo oo cceemacoa oo,
Thomas Greenwood. paid for logs, at €2 .. ... oo .ooa..
Bought of Dr. Fabian 50 logs, at $£12, (these logs were cut

and hauled and delivered at the Embareadero)..oooooooo.
20 piles, ut $138 each_ ... ... .. e eees cecesecmeanoann

Rufting.

George Birchard, 110 logs, at $3 eacho oo coenaa oo,
Thowmas Conner, Jaus. Ryan, and Charles Sperry, rafting
logs,at 83 eachooon ool oo i,
Redwood parry with teamws, (John McCrea, teumster,)
87 days’ labor, viz:
19 days, at 831 S0 per duy.cccee ceencccncaccacacccecanna-
Bdays, at @5 70 perday ccen e cieecai e cmemae e
60 days, at 86 T3 per day. .o oon ool cceceiee cceeneacaaas
Abralism McCrae, 57 days, viz:
24 days, at 83 54 per dinye . oo on coercen e cme e
33 dayx, at 31 30 per d.xy ................................
Johnt Woodside, 71 days, at $5 76 o0 ceencenr ceeaeeannn.
Simon Ambuck, H0 days, at 2115 per month—26............
Final sertlement with mill hands:
Swumuel MeCrae, lnborer, at 81 80 per daFoeece ceaaan oo,
R. Dean, laborer, 26 days, at $4 S0 perday.. oo oeae oo
A. Henry, laborer, 28 days,at $1 614 perday. ..o .cooooan.
C. M. & E. M. Barns, sawyers, at $10 per thousand.... ...
. M. Mullen, laborer, 30 days, at $4 613....... e e
Hubberts, tiremen, at 3125 per month.coe ool
Andrew Canian, Inborer, 343 days, ut $4 613 cooooovnaaaaat
Wm. Dotherty, 318 days, ar $4. oo ime e i eanans
Paid W, Tucker for repairing trueks. oo ceeeieaaaeain.n.
Jas. Ryan, 30 duys, ar 180 per day ccoevemeeeiacennannnn.
Thos. Conner, 534 days, ar £ S0 perday..cooe ool
Wi, MeDonudd, (blacksmith,) 47 days’™ blacksmithing, re-
puiring smoke-pipe, eireular saw, &€eaen covnennaaaaiana.
Mr. Whipple, engineer. ..o oo o oo i ceeeaiaead
Peter Jacobson, 77 days, at $1 20 perday. oo ool
We have since Murch, supposed ir costs us at the rate of §1
per day to subsist our men, (in that is included the pay
fur u cook, at $5 per day,) 2 hands being cuployed

Fuel account.

Gieo. (, ] llul
Iurman & .\I.llvr, ln tons, .1( 310 ........................
IT. Pease, 10 tous, at $40_....

Steimer Mint, 4 tons, at §45. e o e i acccecaian-

Edward A King. 19 tons, at §35. o0 ccoevenametacmanacanns
Cownnission on the 80me oo e eeen iiceeeecaccocceennnnnn

$900 00
5 00
125 00
125 00
50 00

5 00

33 00
200 60
50 00
350 00 -
141 00

G0n No
360 00

330 00
765 00

91 20
46 03
403 80

9 16
154 40
405 96
221 00

00
o
00

146
120
135
1,141 57
135 23
209 80
159 00
126 00
19 00
146 40
250 80

36 00
330 00

608 00

240 00
343 75
540 00
400 00
400 00

JR0 00
665 00
28 25
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ACCOUI\ T—Connnued
April.. ..l loala.s A.S. Rogers, 5 tons 1‘)2 pounds mal at $32 per tnn...._.‘..‘.- - §163 00
oo S. H. Wllllums & Co, 34 tons coal, at-$20 per ton.......... 70 00
Brig Hellespont, a quantity of wal. B 17 75
Bought of George Brower 8. ynkc of oxen, chams, and yoke 2,500 00
Shanty at the Red Woods ..... eiieenenea. edeeveea sl : 50 00
_ D Tog bTUCKB . o el il ceers et il 140 00
T . Boughtof Capt. Ru}mrdsonfrc.sh bccf (31:13,]849 to\lu),]r‘o()) © 400 00
September........ ‘Richard Smith, for work. ... .. oi e ece et iaan T 00
o Extra-work pmnping up tlm bm]ers. creeseceseranea o .- 10 00
| [Whole “amount- of lumber sawed, 232,495 feet—of whicli | :
. George Brewer reccived for his. share of 51,758, $23,579 ¢
‘Bernardine Garcia, for his share of 5,298, $2,6 4) L.T.
Sagit, for his rhare of 9,086, $4,583: amount dt,lm,r(.d
33,111 feet; Mille's share, 199,344 feet.] _ : S
Stumpage on 19‘) 384 feet, at 87 50 per thousand........_.. - 1,495 38
Omxttcd in chargmg trwght of uml 82 tons, at 310 perton..| - 820 00
- - 45,951 22
1849, |- Salcs of lumbcr il
-Nov.. 24 No.24 | 3, )9(‘ feet lmnbm'. at s‘f’; per thousind & oeveennn.n. - ], 145 95
December.| - 1 .52‘3(‘ feet lumber, at $157 per thmwnnd—(‘rror, $l DY 517 14
o A | 2,439 ﬁ'(-t lumber—Ward, Mercsh, & Coueesnanzsn O |- 830 00
1,120 ... dn....‘..;..;..do..;.._........._...'..'_.'....‘-.'. S 140 00
‘ ‘ ' | 6,970 feet lumber, Chas.'T. Botta. ... .....oocauooian il 697 00 .
March....| 15 | 27,356 feet, Navy Departinent, nt $125.... ... ... eeeeeaens| . 3,419 B0
Dec¢ewber.| - 17 621 feet, U. S. révenue brig, at $3 124 ....oooioaiiiiiais 7195 61
o : S 25 kab8..e. ceiiidon ... e deee e e eeeseans . ‘ 18 75
1,200 feet 8labs. .o oLl i iieil e e e e . 60 00
o : ll) feet lmnber, Hellen Maria oo oen e cee e ieeas 35 75
o 1 360 feet inchi-bourds, at ] TP TIOETR s 36 00
April.....|...... Sancilito- House, 2! 795 feet ten-pin alley, 10,357 fm-t cot- e
o tage, 3,088 feet = 35,190 feet, at $60 per thousand.. ...... © 2,111 40
Godwin & Co., 4,865 ﬁuet..-.‘.‘.. ....,.do..... cieeseanens 291 90 -
Pollard, & Randall; viz: - . _ -
6,810 feet, at $100 per thousand. ... ... e -e-. 868100 ) -
Losson thesame. ..o iiiiiiiiiiieaas - k2ooy o ‘
: ' - 559 00
Wnrd Mcrcnh & Co., viz: o
co | | Square timber, 2, 160 feet, ur £75 per thousand. - eee veenven. 162 00
October...|...... “Furnished mill 18,000 feet, ut $200 per thousand.. ... ...... 3, 60000
S : 7,038 feet lumber, (returned to Captuin Richurdson,) a loan,
atSJOl)pcr thousand. . ceevaeoll... R RO LE I 1,407 GO
Total ammmt of lumlwr mld 116,29‘2 feot; umuunt of sales - ]5,' 277 60
‘Amount of lumber on haml 8.3 092 feu; :
. Cr. ‘
By error in ca]c'ldzttion of thc pricc of lumber.....&....... 124
‘ ‘ ' 15,276 36
-Appramul vu]uv of‘ PH)% fuot lumlmr valued hy thc- r«*f('roos - 2,008 22
By upprulscd inventor y ucunupmn} mg the uu.ount.... feenas 2,000 00
- 20,184 58

No'rr —The ]mnln-r used for. w*uthorlm.mhnu &« ., wiis sawed by the mlll and rhe 7,038
feet,. ulso, which was returneéd to Capriin Richardson when lumber wis high. -
used in the erection was 25,038 feet, and, although accounted as a credic, it is certainly )

charge, and a propu' onc, 1or crcotwn, \shuh uuwuuts to $),UU7 60. -

“The: amount

JAS. -M‘cCORMICK.-
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-Imcntory qf effects purckascd jbr the steam saw-mzll at, Sanczlzto, all of
- which have been used, and some rende) ccl worthlcss, w/zzch I ta/oe at t/le
price aﬁ.wcl by J tlzc rqferccs . o

L DORE + e e e e e ee et et iaeaani. 8245 00

1 SLOVE ae e mreme i inas ereieean eieiaeeeac it 10 00
# 1 pump and lcad pxpc..‘-.‘ e meeiieesanesiesdien 42 000
1 buzz-saw «..civeaoioan T T A [V I
"Other fIXTUIES o o e v cee s s ce it iaeenbeneensnanas - 39 45
* Cookingutensils: . .....oi il iiiiieaeiias . 2875
Sheet iron . ... .caao... SR eeea ereesesemaneaa T3 65
Toolchests .. ... ieeiieiii il iaianecineennaaace 10 00
Picks ool s « I [ B
* Files, canm(r-kmfc and fork. .. ... . ... 0.cceaii... 0 6 00
“‘Bowls.-...-...--...d.‘....‘_'....'"._...'.,';.,-..‘,..‘..-’.‘ - 325
- Coflee-pot and mill.... ... R 3 1 [
_* Goat-skins for Jeing. i i e iiei s e et eae 13 00
~Oars, $7; 0x bows, $12. 0. . L i iiiieaaaan 19 00
Circular saw. ... ....... [P ielalaiecasuna 30 00
Oxen, chains, and yokes . ..o i .. i o iiiiian 2, 500 00
Rope and blocks. .. ... ..o il weemeeanenae. - 2800
‘].lelﬂ...-..' ...... 5...“.._;.‘..-'...-“.....' ....... '-.‘_---.;." -10 00
273 pounds chain - ... ..o L. i l.i.iil...... 8000
‘lanchor u...vao.... R 1§ 33
. Beltm" B e iemieeeendeiiieealaae. 1T 00
Iron ehaft freeeameeaa e ieemcbceeeieeneea ceseseadide 20 700
Wheelbarrows . .....oco ... . A 3
*Tronand steel. .. .ooeooio i, S A1
*Tron....ccue... eenaen leeelieccacdasncceneaeaawa 80 38
Grindstone - .- cccvemcee el civecannaasionaasasa 500
Pots, $9; iron, $27 <. oo ie il ieranacaaia. 36 00
Plates and dishes oo oo coania ... e cceacadaaaa 500
* Screws for carriage, &c..oiiiieeiiiiaeiaiaiiaiis 0 800
- Leather belting and leather..................... ceei. 2462
40 £irthoms BaWSCT - - - e e e eesivee e e 40 45

Logtruclxs..._._.-._.;'.-,._.5.-..'.......,,.'.....'.‘.'.“.'.‘,'._-'.._.." 140 00
o I 3,613 55,

'l he apprmscd value is $2 000, at w hich thc ref'crces demded hE ames
McCormlck, the assignee. of Robcrt AP arl\u, should receive them

SANCILITO, Jul Y 9, 1800

Hore.—Articles marked thus * arc worthless or ent1rely used up, "
and thc remamder have been consxdcmbly used.’ '

~ JAS. McCORMICK.
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Toole, cs'c., l:cl«, gmo‘ to Ena'mr'cr Dcpartment. ’

1 vice ._-'-.‘ﬂ...‘.._._....'...'-..‘.‘ -‘-.'-.'....L.’S.
1 settaps and dics, from § 014 inch. .. -«
3 pair ~tncks....-...-.......-....-.-.. ¢
1 Lithe . ....»...'.'.‘..’.....'. ."....;.-'....' 8
lrest-holder. o .o . i i iiaco. O,
".5 T G 1 P S SRR L
2tap wrenches o oo o iiiaa Lol s
1 foreing brace ..‘.-.‘.-.-.-,..-._.-‘.',.'.-;_.. e
1 pac l\m«r wrench .- . a0
7 cold (lxl~cl~, assorted oooooeo oLl L
9 cold chizels, flut . ... .. PSR § A X
4 cold (ths,‘ cnpc.........-..,..... ¢
7 8. wrenches L.l LoL il il ¢
1 strait do - O.
- 6.screw do., ‘xhozl('d O P § O X
8 (lnppmw linmers oo covoociiiil W
2riveting . owidoe e s ciiaieinaaaa.. Ol
Odrills o e e s ciean O
CLrofe DIt L L e
1. drill chuck .‘.__......-.....-..._'. .o
1 heater for engine .. ... ... ciieaa.. U8
12 mill saws, 1 Troken R
“Leross-cut saw, large. .. o.oioooiiaaal ¢
2 cross-cut saw, medium J. il .o, ¢
: 4c10wl).u‘s...-._'_--.«....‘........... L
2 do i iiiiieeee i O
1 DK SW . o e e e a e,
19 brass hand-cocks, assorted .. ... ... U, 8.
24 dozen and 2 files, assorted. ..o .ooo oo ¢
14 rewun cmory PAPEr. e
- 8 brass packing rings, extrac.. oL ¢
"8 screw bruces for suw carriage. ... . S8

18 cast-iron rollers for saw cmu.mo, extra “
116 set boxes for saw ¢ Arrigey exXtra. oo .. ¢
11 Lrace bolts, c-\tr.1......-.........-. L

16 cust-iron binders, extra -. (L

8 spare washers; extra ...l @

17 wrought iron dogs oo oeveiii il
9.-......(_]o.-.-._'......'..'.-......;-.. 0.

s‘€‘37gmtel)¢us, NCW ooiuenraneeiaanaaaUa S,
35 grate bars, in usc---.-..--.....-... 6. .
13 through=bolts .. .o . s ciiaiiaiaiail 8
2eye-bolts ol i e
-1 .damper plae, extra . coovaeamiiill 6
‘86 cast-iron burs for ruilway, extra J..... ¢
4 cast-iron dnmps.....;........-.... “
7 wxou(rlnt-uon damps S R L

phtl\(,yc (e330 ¢ AR SR
ltap, ﬁnc thuad, Cadil .........;.... 0.
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154 pounds hcmp pqckmo S - 3
1 roller for hoisting apps lldtllb, XU ...

14 pulle y blocks, .hmltml. chedancann SO
1 115 pnumls wmu«rht iron,’in l).tr~ SSOr tod 0.
276 pounds steel L ooooo ool .(l() ......... LU
-8 pounds smul\c-plpc rivets, iron. oo o L0
3. doe.oaidoaa .u;pp(‘r.. eea ¢
20 pounds boiler-pipe, iron. ..o ol oL U. S :

11 puunds wrought-iron u.ula fox r.ulway
».,c,mp nun. o o

| Bzaz-lfsmims’ wols.

o 1 fm'nc :md bellows. SR A - A
0 O 7 (7 S AP ORDRE C
0 71 A R L
7"h.unmvra........-...-.-......._..‘. ‘%
~1('(|ﬂ(,9......-......-......-....‘.. “
'&lc(l”(, ..... P ¢ 2
-1 puir Shears. . ... Ceemeeiiieneea K
‘1(cntxcpum,h.-._..'..-....',_'___,_,'____ (L
1 steel square. _.ooo ..ol B
14 mule and female SWE l"'('b. R U s
- 3 latters ................-......--'.-' ¢
S PHIFLONES Lot i e e i S
£ IF A O A
7 headingtools. ..o coiiiioi il
.5pumlus..'.......-.’.....'.-‘..-..‘... “o
-1 -punch .‘.......................,..'[_7.S;'
Toeoldcehisel.. oo ool veiaa
f1..-.([(»....'......-.....-........‘.;.:O. g
“2solderingirons ...l U0Se
N B (ln.....--.;.;....‘..a-....... 0.

1 u»mwr stith’s haonmer. o0 o ooois ¢
1 coppersmith’s umu(lul T T TP
1 bhu,kamlth’“ shuvd R VB S' -

C(w jmntcrs tools.

g lonrr ]mntmo nlanc
2 chmt. e .do
4 jack-planes.
1 «mnothmrr-p]'me.
1 pair match-plancs. -
1 Philistine plane.
3 bex l(l-pldll(‘a. '
1 plough and i irons..
5 lmrnlsrLWa.
1 buck-saw.
5 axes.
2 hatchets.
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2 adzes e
20 socket chisels, assorted.
22 augers, assorted.
16 gimlets, assorted.
1 steel square. -
3 trying squares.
- 2 bevel squares.
1 oilstone.
-1 drawing knife. .
- 2 plane irons.
1 claw hammcr. 3
-1 brace. '
- 34 bitts for bracc, assoxted
11 caullunn tools.
-7 paint. brushes.

2 whitewash brushes.
9 papers brads, assorted.
2 papers screws, assorted. |

1 car peutcr svice. .

\Vc, the undcrsxgncd referees in a case of the Umted States

- Navy Department and James McCormick, assignee of Robert A. Par-
ker, respecting a suw-mill belonging to the Umtéd States government,
at Si muhto, Culifornia, after a careful examination of the contract in
the premises, and of all the accounts’ exhibited, hnd in the true mean-
_ mg and spirit of that contmct, as follows: = L
- The wholc expense for crecting the saw—mlll and puttmfr '

4t in operatlon, was. . .‘.-. e eceeeaa. e e .. $45 951. 22
'The whole reccipts, earnings, and pr operty on hand, turned-

~ over to James M(,Corzmcl\, as per 1nvcntory hClC\VIth D
WSt eseaeeece e aanae i ne e lamanan Seeeee 20,184 58

e 257766 64

We thcrnf'ore find a b.xlance due Jamcs McCormlck ass:gnee of
Robert A. Parker, of twenty-five thouszmd seven hundred and sixty-
six dollars and smty-four cents. sl

: - - JNO. N. HAMBLETON St
Rg/'erce on the part of the Navy Department
2 TALBOT H. GREEN, .
On the part of Robert A. I’arkcr s assignee.

R SANCILITO, CALI#ORNIA, Jul Y9, 1850

| "No. 1 —R A. Par]\vrs contract for or puttmg up s'xw-mlll 7th Apnl -
,1849 F or copy, sce Commodme Jones’s dcspatch No 91, January'

, I\o 2-—Bucf statcment in casc ot s.nv—mxll by Commodore Jones,
_June, 22, 1b50 Scc lus despateh No. 116, Tunc 29, 1850. |
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No. 3—Order of Commodore Jones for ddwexy over of e'lw-rmll
January 28, 1800 “See his despatch No. 115, June 29, 1850.° (N.ny'
Depa.rtment) P S

. No.4.
- Frac-sH1pP SAVANNAH, .
: .  Benicia Roads, January 28, 1850.
gm Herew1th I cnclose trlphcate notices, which you will 1mmcch-_':
qtc]y serve on Mr. R. A. Parker, lc(wmrr on¢ with him, and return to
-me the other two, with the time of serving thcm cndox scd on the back
of each, signed by yourself. :
VdI‘lOHS rumors and reports of the views. and mtentmns of lhe lessors
of the saw-mill have occ.monally reached me, in nature so foreign from -
the. truc intent and meaning of the contruct, as I understand it, that.
T deem it proper to state that any attempt to put the mill out of work-
ing order, or to uncover the building, or to appropriate the building to -
any other purpose than that which le<r1t1m'1tcly belongs to such a houce,
will compel me, without further ceremony, to take possession in the
name of the United States, not only of the: mill, but as much of the
ground around it as may be necessary for ]andmg logs, and erecting
all  buildings -needful - to. keep the mill in- opemtlon. ¥ unmb Mr.
Parl\er w1th a.copy of this letter. S o
Reapectfully, &c., ' o '
_ THO‘\IAS AP C. JONES,_
; ' ' ‘ ‘ C’onwzcvmlw-m~(,]w_/~ Pu uﬁc Squadron.
,Lleut JAMEs McCORMICK, _ : -
Umtcd States Navy.

-‘ 'Truc copy Test
E J A. SHERBURV

Commodow s C’lcﬂ».' -

N_o.'_5

qA\CILI'J:O, Fdn wary G, 1830‘

Sm I recewed on last Satulday, per baplam Jolinson, yours of the .
-28th January. I have had the nOthCb lespectm«r the nnll endorsed,
and herewith enclose them. | :
I have turned over the letters to Mr. Parker, who wxll rep]y to them.
I will add, however, that he has not at any time seriously contemplated
_putting the house holdmrr the mill to any other purpose than that for
Whl(,h it was built, and hope you will not give heed to any more
“rumors;” and if any person shall make xcpoxt, he w1ll be obliged to
you: for lus ‘name. .
- T o not comprehend the meaning of tlus expression: “to put the mill _
'out of workmfr-order, or to uncover the bui lding.” Attt,r expcndmg‘
: . 8 : S :
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so large a sum of money as he has, it would argue Mr. Parker de-
mented to suppose he would ruin his house, or in any way infringe his
contract, which has been up to this time an enormous expense, with-
out paying any profit whatever. The whole sawing does not, I think,

exceed fifty thousand feet. | ;

I gave Mr. Parker your requisition. He is both willing and anxious
to comply ; but at this time we have not a single log at the mill, and we
are not able to get them hauled out of the woods, owing to the bad-
ness of the roads. You may depend that it is far from our wish that
the mill should be idle, as the expenses are great.

I received on last Friday your letter enclosing me the finding of the
court of inquiry, which was gratifying, but not more than 1 antici-
pated.

Yours, very repectfully,
JAMES McCORMICK.

Com. Tromas Ap C. JoNEs.

True copy. Test: |
J. A. SHERBURN,

Commodore’s Clerk.

No. 6.

Sanciiro, February 6, 1850.

DEear Sir: 1 have ‘endeavored to ascertain the precise day the mill
commenced sawing, which was on the 13th of September. On that
day she sawed 400 feet, when the force-pump was found not to work,
and little was done from that time till the end of the month, as many
little things not noticed in the erection required attention. The mill
sawed from the day of starting till the 1st of October only 4,000 fect,
and has not now exceeded, I think, 50,000 feet. .

The mill account cannot be made out till my chest arrives, as all
the important papers are in it. I expect it daily. I think the amount of
cash now expended is about $20,000, in round numbers. You know
the many disadvantages we have labored under in its erection. ’

I visited the widow Reeds, as I told you I would, but found things
there anything but satisfactory. But if this weather remains good, we
will very soon be able to supply the requisition. You will recollect I
mentioned to you a difficulty in charging for lumber; so I propose that
we sell half of the requisition at the market price, as we can only control
one-half. The other belongs to the persons bringing the logs to the
mill. It is for that half that I ask the market price; the other half be-
Jonging to the mill, we are willing that it be taken, deducting only the
expense of sawing. This is the condition of the contract; and I believe
what I propose is in accordance with the contract made by the quar-
termaster’s department.
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I W111 go up to the woods on Frlday again, and do all I can to gct
the lorrs haulcd I’ll be glad of an’ emrly answer. : o ,

Yours, truly, .
: JAS McCORMICK

Capt Z JOH\"STOV, : |
Comm(uulmrr U. 8. Tlaa'-slnp Sawnnaiz.

True copy Test.; B o
J A q.HERBURI\" Lo
Co;nmodores Cleﬂc |

| No.’-' -

FLAG-SHIP SAVAN\*AH.
chcza, Fcbruary 15, 1850

c1m' In obe(hence to your. order of the 31st of January, I pxocwdcd
‘10 San Francisco, and’ dchvercd the official letter-barr to the pos stmaster
at. that. place. The ‘order for Lieut. Com. Handy I placed in: the
handa of Mr. Hoffman, of' Baltnnore, who Lmdly oHcred to dohvcr 1t
in person: .
- Ithen proceeded to L_ancﬂxto, and e\ammed the wovcrnment s'uv-mxll
erected at’ ‘that place’ under the supervision of Mr. Robert A. - Parker.
I found it in seemingly good. working-order;-it is put upina substan-"
tial manner—does not exhibit’ any cv1dencc of improper use or. abuse,
The house covering it is of good, substantial construcuon, and aﬁ'ords
‘.'unplc protection to the machmelv &eo o ‘
~ .~ The mill commenced work: about the 13th ertcmbcr, but in con-
=cquencc of some defect in the steam-pipe, did very little work before
the 1st October: from that date to the present time, I am told ‘it has
only sawed about hf'ty thousand feet. ‘The great dxfh(.ulty in procuring -
logs in the winter, or wet. season, is, I behcve, the causc of so lztl]e
‘wmk bcma done. This could and ought to'be Temedied, bv pxocunno ‘
‘a sufﬁuent Qupply during the dry season to kecp the mill going during
‘the: wet. . I am convinced, howeyer, if. tully supplied with 10“'3 and
“well manafrcd it js capable of ‘sawing from eight to ten: thou~and feet
per day. ' Ten men, including engineers, are. su(ﬁclcnt to I\eop it well
-supplied with logs, and at full work. The cost of erccting the mill,
‘and building &er it; T could not a~ccrta.1n, fo1 rea~ona contamcd in the
,cndo~ed letter of Lieut. McCormick. ./ :
' I ha\ ¢ thie honm to be, very' rcepectfullv' Your obedlcnt ser vant,
‘ ' I‘ JOHNSTON o
| : ' e L Commandm.\.'( ¥
Commodore T. AP C JONES, o L
| Commandcr—m-c/u(f U S ]Vawl F orccs, I’a(gﬁc occan, éc.

True copy Tcst
J A SHERBURN

.o Commodore’s. Cler/t
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QAN I‘RA\*crsco, Ap7 zl 26 1800

Sm. 1 cn(,losc an cxtract irom aletter received from the Navy De-
p'trtmcnt by the last muil, relating to your: contract with me for the:
e, for a limited time, of a ‘steam saw-mill belonging to the United
States. Be pleased to furnish me, with as little dclay as p()%lblc, the
fullest information you can, to enable me to comply with the Secretary’s
letter, as well as to regul ite fulthcr action in 1(-rr.nd to thc, nnll and lta
employmcnt ' |
Vcry xcspe(.tfully, &A,.,

g THOS. AD C. JOl\ES, o
Commandcr—m—(,/mj Pa(,f ic bguadron. -

M. ROBERT A. PARKER, o
o the steam saw—mzll Samzhto. B

'lrue copy Test:
SR A SHERBURN
o Cummoclorc s Clcr7c.-

No. 9.

FLAG-SHIP SAVANNAH, o
: - DBenicia, May 22, 1850.
Sm: 1 have received 5our lettcr of the 15th instant, containing .a
statement of the cost of saw ing a bill of Jumber for the navy, as per
my order of the latter part of January last. The bill ‘submitted by
-you is neither in form nor order. It must be made out on a separate
“sheet of paper, and in the name of Mr. Parker; it must show, too, the -
‘separate items of cost, such as the cost of the logs delivered at the mill,
the number of days the saws were runnmg, thc number of hands em-
ployed each ‘day, and the wages paid to each. While ‘this is doing, I
shall send down to Lieut. Pickering to survey and measure the lumber,
~which, if received, will be forthwith paid for, according to contract.
Accordmg to tue contract, the mill accounts ought to > have been kept .
in such a way that the books would have shown every item of ex[})lcnse ‘
at a singlc glance. I cannot apll)qrove any lumping charges; such ac-
"counts will not be passed at Washington. ~ I must also be satisfied that-
you got your work done at current rates, and that the mill was not
“standing still—engineers and hands on pay when the}.)ught to- have
‘been working. I do not say this was the case; but it is necessary for-
you,and may be for me, to show that it wasnot. The accounts, &e., I
havc aslxcd for, will, of course, go to Wa.shmrrton. : :
: Recpcctfully, &c., 2
: -~ THOS. AP C JONES,
Commandu-zn-ckzqf Pac:f ic b'quadron.

Llcut. JAMEs MCCORMICK, @c. o

True copy Test L o

J A. SHERBUR\I
Commodore’s Clerk.
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SAN FRAI\CISCO, June 3, 1850

- Dear Sir: I rcmamed at Mr Van Nostrand’s ofﬁcc hom 2 to near '
' 5 p. m., expecting you. .
I hopc you will, before you qu1t the uty to join the squadmn, settle
the saw-mill question. I have sclected Mr. T. H. Green as my re-
Jeree, and Mr. Botts as my legal adviser, in this question. I am so.
often taken away from tlus place, that I cannot give it my pcrsonal at-
tention.
‘The lumber b1]1 I hope yow may approvc,, asT tcll you candldly that
- I am much in want of the money ; aud as I am determined to stop the
mill on next Satur(hy, I wish to pay the hands off. This amount, with
other funds at my disposal, will enable me to stop beforc the failure of
‘others to meet their cnrr‘lgomcnts may ruin me. - 1 hope you will de-
cide these affairs. _ - |
Youla, wmy xecpectfully, &c., o -
: J_AMES -l\IcCORMICK.

Commodorc J ONES.

Exztract Qf"(l,'-l‘ettc?"béarinv date Navy Department, December 1, 1849

Be plcascd to report to the departmenr your proceedmgs in this case.
(the late Jobn Brown, acting carpenter,) as well as the condition of the
government steam saw-mxll sent to Culifornia in 1848 ; under what ar- -
-rangement it was erected, for whose benefit it has been used, and its
present state and condition.  You will also be pleased to place the saw-
mill in charge of the navy agent or purser at San Franmsco, as gov-
ernmt,nt property. :

1 am, respectfully, your obedlent servant, E

WM. BALLARD PRESTON

Corn_. Tromas Ar C. JONES, _
Commandmo U S Squaclron, I’acgﬁc ocean.:

True copy Test:
| R J A SHERBUR‘I
Clcﬂcto Commander—m-clan Pacz/‘" ic Squadron

NAVY DDPARTME\TT, Ja/zuarjz/ 7, 1851

qIR In the lcttcr of purser John N. Hambleton, addressed to you, -
under date of 14th July last, rel'ltxve to the saw-mill at Sancilito, be-..
longing to the United Statcs, is the following remark: *Mr. Parker’s
assignee claims the bulldmrr containing the sa.w-mlll -and keeps posses— ;
sion of the key.” '

You will 1mrnedmtoiy, on recelpt of t}ns letter, cl'um full 'md unre-
strained possession of the said suw-mill in behalf of the United States,
-and proceed after due notlce, to sell the same at public auction, the
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proceeds of which will be returned to the treasury of the United States.
~ Should any opposition be offcred to your taking possession, you will be
pleased to place the case in the hands of the district attorney of the
United States, who will take the necessary steps to recover the prop-
erty.. ) ‘
]?7 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ WILL. A. GRAHAM.
Com. CHas. S. McCavuLEy, ‘ | -
Commanding U. 8. Squadron in the Pacific ocean.

. Unitep STATEs STORE-sHIP SUPPLY,
Buay of San Francisco, March 31, 1851.

Sir: Mr. Parker’s assignee having refused to yicld possession of
the saw-mill, the property of the United Statcs, at Sancilito, I have, in
obedience to your instructions to Commodore McCuuley, under date of
January 7, 1851, put the cusc into the hands of the United States dis-
trict attorney. : :
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

_ : C. H. KENNEDY,
: Licutenant Commanding, and senior officer present.
Hon. WM. A. Granam, ' ‘
Sccretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Unitep StateEs ATToRNEY’s OFFICE,
Sun Francisco, July 31, 1851.

Sir: The lieutenant commanding at this place, C. H. Kennedy,
United States navy, has exhibited to me certain instructions from
your department, requiring him to place the matter rclating to the saw-
mill at Sarcilito, in this State, in my hands for suit. . Mr. Kennedy had -
copies of the documents on file in your department concerning the mat-
ter. He thinks these papers were put in my hands. If such is the
case, they were destroyed in the recent fire. I have been unable to
find any such documents in my oflice. I shall be obliged, thicrefore, if
copies could be sent me. :

Respectfully, your obedient servant, :
CALHOUN BENHAM,
United States Attorney, N. D. C.

Hon. WM. A. Grarawm,
: Secretary of the Navy Department.

Navy DeparRTMENT, September 9, 1851.

Sir: Your letter of the 31st July last hasbeen reccived.

Instructions in relation to the saw-mill at Sancilito, belonging to the
United States, were scnt: to Commodore McCauley in January last;
and until his report is received, detuiling his proceedings in the prem-
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1ees, the depnrtmont docs not deem lt nece~sa.ry to give addmonal in-

structmns.
L am, vcry rcapectfully, your, obcdlent ser'vant, o )
: VVILL A GRAHA’\I
CALHOU\I BE\HAM, E~q., ST
- U 8. At(arm Y» N. .D C., San Franczsco, Calg/bmm.

WASHI\'GTOV, January 1, 1851.

Sm Smce my 1nterv10w w 1th you on’ ‘yesterddy, in which T was much
“surprised to learn that there was likely to be any difficulty on' the part
of the department in recognising the claim presented under the award
“made by the referees’ 'Lppomted under the contract between Commo-
dore Jones ‘and. Mr. Parker relative to the saw-mill in California, I have -
thouwht it due to-the parties int¢rested that T should submlt the follow-‘
Cing views before your decision is rendered . _

" There are but two- grounds, as it appcals to ‘me, upon whmh pa.y- :
ment’ und(,r the award can, wuh any. appcamnw of Just.lce, be erh-'
held. - ' '

_ 'l‘he ﬁratx | thot tliere has been fraud on the part.of thc ref'eleea in’
- making'the award against the government;’ but as this i is not assumed
nothing need. be said on that pomt. o 3

The second is, that uommodore J oncs had no a.uthonty to ente1 mto !
1He contract; and if I understand. it, the present. Secretary doesnot him--
-self assert that no such 1uthor1ty e\1<tet}) but that his predecessor had -
-disavowed it. I cannot know under what especial matru‘s Com-;
" modore, Jones was acting in ‘reference to the mill. " If he capress

instructions to make any <pec1ﬁc use or chapoeltmn of the propefy other:
‘than  that' which was made, leaving 'to him 'no discretionary power,"
'~ (which can =carcel§ be: precumed ) ‘then there 'might have been some

plausibility in the disavowal of his authority on the part of Mr. Pres-
tonj a]though even in that case it might with propriety be urged that:
the Secretary had. himself Qubccquently recognised 'the contract by his
"despatch of ‘the 12th of March, 11850, in \Vthh he directs. Commodore

Jones to permit the pfutxcs to- remdin in po\scmon of, thc mlll until the .
“terms of the contract are complmd with, o far as relates 1o reimburse-
ment ; . and especially might be urged the hardship ‘and injustice’ that

_,would result- to. the .citizen in CcLllfOI’nla, ‘who'should, be required to.
- know in advance all the secret. mstructlons of the department to one of
its highest officers, on a remote ‘station; in a far, distant region of the.
. country, in régard to so unimportant a matter as the (disposition. he was
authorized to: make of a saw-mill which the government had placed in-
s possession, and whxch as its agent, it would 'be monstrous to pre-
sume he was riot at llbcrty to use for the best advanta ge of the g govern-
‘ment, according to his own.judgment and dlecretlon. Such an’idea
“could not have “been. cntertained there; such an idea cannot be 1ndulcred R
here con~xstently with otlier poiwers exermsed by him, of which no ques-
tion has been made. ' But the additional fact should not be lost sight -
ofy’ tlmt 1t was thc bCat 'm:mccrnent that could bc made. Commodore‘
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" while it ‘would. have becn attended wrth enormous ‘cost 't the govern- .
ment, would nnt only ‘have rendered it. uttcr13 use]ees, ‘but hme sub-

jected it to rot, rust, and other material injury} it was therefore better
to rent it, on terms by which the government would have been fully
remunerated but for the inconsiderate and’ untrmcly interference of-
the then ‘Secretary, who, by his instructions of the 1st of December,

1849, duected Commodore Jones' to annul the contract, and tuke  pos-
‘session’ of ‘the ‘mill, which he himself afterwards was Wullnrr should
remain in p%«esclon of the parties under the contract. -

Upon him (the Secretary) alone rests the responsibility of any and all’
loss and inconvenience that the government has sustained ; and it would
be hard, indeed, if this reeponqbllny and loss -should be made to fall
upon a private citizen, who has falthiully and’ honorably executed h1s
part of the contract, as appears by the papers filed in the case. o
" But can it be true that Commodme I}ones, who was 'in command of
‘the American: ~qu’1d10n on the Pacific ‘coast, exercising, plenary. mili-
tary, and most enlarged if not plenary civil authority in- Calhfornm, was
'so circumscribed and limited in his discretionary power as to this minor -
-and unimportant matter of renting out (or ce]lma if that were best) a
steam saw-mill, as to have no power to make a contraet for its. use, by
which alone the government could derivé a benefit from it? And I sub-
mit, with all respect and proper deference, whether it becomes this
.government, or any of its depurtments, to. resort to such a subterfuge to
avoid the payment of a legal and equitable obligation, arising under a
Jlerrltlmate contract, in order to shelter ‘the. depqrtment 1t~elt from the-
Tesponsijidity of its‘own indiscretion? ' I am’ happy to say that I feel
confide t the present head of that department w1ll never Justlfy or
‘Sdncno ch an evasion of'its obligations, -

‘ \Vouﬁ the government be keepmo faith with its cmzcns by 1dopt1nﬂ

"such'a course ¥ Can it be the purpose, or is it the policy.of this govern-

' ment, totake sichadvantage i in a transaction of this nature, and thereby |
set an e\ample that ‘would encourage; if not justify, the citizens of this’
vast country, in their ‘countless contrdcts with the government, to take .
‘every advantage in their power, contrary tothe trie spirit' and mean-
\ing of their contracts? I trust that during the continuance of thxs ad- .
Iministration (whatever may have becn éaid of those that have precedcd
it or whatever may be the course of those to come after it) the citizen

“may look for strict and Jmparnal justice from a government (as far. at

‘least as Executive action is concerned) which denies to the citizen the
right of an appeal to the judicial tribunals. of the country. " : »

“Again: If it was the purpose of the Secretary to disown the contract
entirely, should he not have instructed Commodore Jones (when he was
ordered to tike possession of the mill) not to. .carry out thut stipulation -
in' the contract ‘which  provides: for the appointment of the referees .in.
‘the cvent of the demand for, the surrender of the property ? Did he'do’
'it?. "And if not, has the government the right first to avail itself of the
bénefit'that. might result: ﬁom the. reterence. which, if it had been inits
favor, would have been conclusive against the other party, and. after-.
~ wards refuse to comply. with the aw 'ud ngainst itself upon the ground
- that this’ ofhwr, standing high in its conﬁdence, and intrasted ‘.uth the,
largest powers in rcgnrd to thc most important and aolemn matters, in’.
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volving life, liberty, property, and public revenue, had no right to
exercize the small discretion of renting out a steam saw-mill which had
been placed in his possession and coufided to his care for the use of the
government, and who did employ it, I repeat, to the best possible ad-
vantage, as there is every reason to believe?

Under all these circumstances, I respectfully submit that the honor
and good faith of the government require that this claim should be
recognized, and the proper committee be recommended to make an
appropriation for its payment during the present session of Congress.

Permit me to add that the opinion has become too gencral, that the
government does not deal justly by its citizens, and that everybody is
therefore at liberty to swindle it that can. It is only by onc course that
so injurious an impression can be removed.

I am, with the highest respect, your obedient servant,

JNO. M. BOTTS.

The Hon. SECRETARY oF THE NaAvy.

‘W ASHINGTON,
Suturday evening, Junuary 4, 1851.

My Dear Sir: I was much in hopes of hearing from you relative to
tlie claim from California, presented carly in the week, before I was
compelled to return to Richmond, in order that I might, if necessary,
adopt such measures as might be proper for bringing the case before
Congress.

Be pleased to inform me, (at Richmond,) at your earliest convenience,
of the decision at which you may have arrived respécting 1t.

I am, with the bighest respect, your obedient servant,

JNO. M. BOTTS.

Hon. War. A. Granam.

Navy DeparTMENT, Jonuary 7, 1851.

Sir: Your letter of the 4th inst., in support of the claim of James
McCormick, late a licutenant in the navy, as ussignee of Robert A.
Parker, has been received. :

The saw-mill which gives rise to the claim, cost the government the
sum of $6,300. It was paid for out of the appropriation for Mexican
hostilities, and carricd to California for naval uses merely.

The commander of the squadron was not authorized to make ar~
agrecment, by which the government was to incur a debt in setting 1t
up forfuse, or in using it. He had funds, or the means of raising
them, for all purposes within his legitimate sphere, but no power to
involve the government in a partnership operation of profit and loss, in
cutting and vending lumber. My predecessor in this department, on
learning that such a contract had been made, disavowed it, and directed
that the saw-mill, which was public property, should be demanded
and taken possession of by Commodore McCauley, who succeeded to
the command of the Pacific squadron.  Afier this refusul by the depart-
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ment- to ad'mt the authomy to enter into thc contract, a ref’crence Wwas'

made  to albltr:mon, likewise without authorxtv, and the award on’
- which you insist was the result.  But. Mr. McCormick, who was a.
lieutenant in the. Pacific equadl on when the contruct and award were -

- made, having taken an as ssignment from the contractor, P.uker, retains’

-the key of the mill-house, and is understood to. hold posscssion, as ‘a
means of enforcing the payment of the award. - Now, 1 cannot.consent .
~that a naval ofﬁcer shall, without the approbatlon of the dcpﬁrtment,
either bind the government to a partnership in’ business, or to ‘the per-
formance, of an award for the settlement of such business.” Such'an -
adtms-mn would' not only be repugnant to' the regulations of the ser-
" vice, -but would unpow burdcns on the trcasuzy to Vv}uch no, hm1t )
could be set, - ‘

In. this very case, an artlcle of propcrty coetmrr '$6,300 is madc, by _
this contract and’ award, to occasion a dcmand on the wovcmmcnt for.
“four times that amount. -

But, independently of the obJocrmn to the demand 1tsclf the depart-

ment has no fund under its, control for the payment ‘of claims ‘of this’
nature, and if it were rccmrmccd it would stil be nec,e.ssarv to’ a~k an .‘
approprmtlon by Congress 1o pay it. e :

I am; w 1th thc lnrrh(,~t recpcct, }our obedlent corvant, L
. | \VILL A GRAH AM.
Hon. J M. Bor'rs, Lo
chiunond Va.

T RlCHWIO\D, Januarj 10 1851
' Qm ] our commumcmmn of the 7th instant has been recewcd a.nd‘
I regret the conclusion at which: you }mvc arrlved rc,latlvc to the aw ard
of' the referces in the mill case.” . | .

"I am so ignorant of the rules of’ pmcccdmr7 in. thc dcpartmcnm at
W’aﬁhm gton, that I am, uncertain whether to. regard the decision in this
case as your own,.or as that of one of thc accountmw olhc,ers of the :
dcpftrtmcnt, which you have sanctioned. :

'If you have not Tooked at the papers h‘od cme(ully youlaelf xna:y 1
aal\ that you! w:ll ‘give them'your personal ‘attention? "I ask. this be-
cause I do not’ sec that the claim has been’ xo]c-ctcd on grounds upon,
which' the ' dcpartmont can, stand’ justified, unless a different rule. of
mterprct.atlon and law: prcvaﬂs in affuirs of frovernmcnt ﬁom tho~c in
pnvate life. betwecn man.and man. .

- Without opening’'the argument .again in renrard to the. authonty of
Commodme Jones to’ miike the contract, I wxll take occasion to say
that he went 1o the Pacific under Judge Mason’s administratio®t of the
department, and under his mstructlona, and T do ot doubt he ‘will un-
heaxtatmaly siy that he does not regard Commodore Jones as lnvmg-
in any munner trunscended his. authorlty, or, vxolatcd hxs 1n~uur.t10n<,l3
by the contract he enteredinto. - | -

I hopo to be’ Ltble to obtiin from hlm ‘a statemcnt to t}lla cﬂ‘oct, .'md
if it would exert any: influcnce on’ your judgment in this case, 1 will



H. Mis. 22 123

forward it directly to the department, if obtained ; otherwise I should -
have to send it before the committec in Congress. _

My friend, Mr. Bocock, a member of the Naval Committee, has
kindly proposcd to bring the subject before that committee and ask an
appmpriutinn for its payment. I must ask, therefore, that the papers
left with you may all be handed over to him, (when he calls,) inclu-
ding my letter of the 1st instant. B
It he should not call, please have them transmitted to him.

I am, with the highest respect, your obedient servant,
' | JOHN M. BOTTS.

Hon. War. A. Granaw, ,
Secrctary of the Navy.

Navy DEPARTMENT,

' _ Junuary 29, 1851.
Sir: Agreccably to the request contained in your letter' of the 10th

Cinstant—transimitted to this departinent by the Hon. Mr. Bocock, of the

House of Representatives, on the 27th instant—I1 have enclosed to that

gentleman, to be submitted to Congress, the papers relating to the

cluim of Jumes McCormick, assignee of R. A. Parker. o

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
- WILL. A. GRAHAM.

Hon. J. M. Bor'rs,
Richmond, Va.

House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
. _ January 27, 1851.

Srr: I have the honor to enclose a letter from the Hon. J. M. Botts,
in relation to a claim which he brought to your consideration a few
wecks ago.  If your opinion shall be against the claim, may I ask the
favor of you to transmit the papers to me, to enable me to make the
effort to have a provision for its payment inserted in the naval appro-
priation bill. - ‘

I desire to obtain a copy of Mr. Secretary Preston’s letter to Commo-
dore Jones, of the 1st December, 1849, in which he directs him to ab-.
rogate the contract for the lease of the saw-mill.

With the highest and most sincere respect, I am your obedient

~servant,
' TH. S. BOCOCK. .

Hon. Mr. GranAM,
Secrctary of the Navy.

» @
‘ Navy DEPARTMENT,
Januury 29, 1851.

Sir: In compliance with the request contained in a letter from the
Hon. J. M. Botts, of Richiond, Vu., of the 10th instant, transmitted
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by you to this department on the 27th instant, I have the honor to
- enclose herewith the papers relating to the claim of James McCormick,
assignee of . A. Parker, growing ont of the erection of a saw-mill in
‘California for the usc of the government, under the authority of this
department. ' _ ,

1 also transmit, agreeably to your request, a copy of Mr. Sccretary
Preston’s letter to Commodore Jones, dated December 1, 1849.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, :

o WILL. A. GRAHAM.

Hon. THos. S. Bocock, B

- House of Representatives.

Navy DEPARTMENT,
April 14, 1852.

Sir: Be pleased to furnish me, from the accounts in your office, with
a detailed statement of all expenditures made for or on-account of the
erection of a steam circular saw-mill sent by the department to Cali-
fornia, in June, 1848. :

I desire to know to whom, and for what, payments have becn made
from navy appropriations for the purpose above stated. , '

The accounts of R. M. Price, esq., late a purser in the navy, will
exhibit most of the expenditures which were made, and possibly others
may be found in those of the late steam propeller Edith. R

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

' | WILL. A. GRAHAM.
A. O. Dayrox, Esq.,
Fourth Auditor Treasury Department.

TrEAsURY DEPARTMENT, FourTH AvupiTOR’s OFFICE,
. - ' April 20, 1852.

Sir: Inreply to your letter of the 14th instant, I have the honor to
state, that upon the most careful examination no vouchers or other
papers have geon found in this office which show any expenditure from
the naval appropriations on account of the erection of a steain circular
saw-mill sent by the department to California.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S ' : A. O. DAYTON.

Hon. W. A. Granam, o
Scerctary of the Nuvy.
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'com' OF cmmononn JONES'S. REQI’O\'SE TO" LIEUTEVA\‘T cme\'sl
CIIARGES, 1N .REPLY TO A Lr'r'rnu 'FROM THE, SECRETARY oF 'an
‘\AVY DATED SEPTE\IBI}R 7 lqu C

PROSPECT HILL, \A., oL

' o . . September 24, 1850.
SIR: On mv retum homc, a few davs'mcc, I found' ‘your letter of
the /th m~mnt, transmitting a serics “of complamn, touchmn my of-
ficial duties as commander-in-chief of the: United' States nav al forces
on the Pacific station, and- asking my explanation, or, reply thereto;
which I now proceed to render, in full confidence which [zhat] no admis-
-sion which I may deem proper to make, explanatory of my multifarious
duties and officiul acts during a command of nearly three years, under
ecircumstances ‘most of . the umc novel, and more ‘intricate ‘and ‘em-
barrassing than ever before befel any commanding or executive officer
since the formatJon of thc federal government, [u il be used against me.]

" Notwithstanding the vexatious nature of the allwatlona preferred

anamct me, they. bnntr a solace to-declining years, seeing that not even.

a combmatlon of mahcc and self:interest h(h bcen able t to-concoct any
charge against me which is not. either futile in'its nuture or per ﬁ,ctly-
succeptlble of such e\planatlons as will add to, rathcr than detract from,
a ‘reputation based upon near, forty-five years’ devotion'to the public
service, on land and water, in peacc and In war, without ever having
been called’ to- answer - before a' court-martial. . Is it ‘not ‘a- little re-
‘markable, sir, that those sclf-constituted conservators of: the morals; of
‘the dl~(,1p11ne, and of the -expcnses of' the navy, should have failed to
make any ‘cflort 1o clear their own skirts of my ‘charges of restiveness
and opposctwn 0. lauful orders, by some other means. than that of recrimi-
nation?  Did those. restive officers feel any security in' the truth, the
‘whole trath, and nothing but  the trath, it seems to me that they would'
‘have first’ cought, by a rigid and ec'udunrr scrutiny into ‘my charge
against them, to establish their own mnoccncc, and- thereby plucc them-
celvc~ on the immovable rock of. Juctxce, from which they 1111<rht, Vvlth
a better show: of patuotxem and fidelity to ‘the' publlc service, assume
‘the highest' judicial and executive fun(.txons they ha»e most pre~ump-
tuoucly attempted to exercise. .

As regards the charge, “evil e*mmplc, and all the poc1ﬁcat10ns.
_tou(,hmnr the appropriation of publxc moneys'to. my own: private use; a
‘simple narrative of fucts will cnable you to determine its true charac-
‘ter, . Among the means '1dopted by President Polk for' pro~ecutmrf the
war .against \onlco was onc ' for the collection of what was tcrmed
“military contribution ;” (sce *Cir cular instructions to collectors and:
other officers of the cuctoms,” dated «T rcmsury Dcpaltrnent, April 7,
_1847 " with accomp.m}mrr orders to. the § Secretary of War.and of' the
Navy.) - At page four of the honorable Sccretmrv of the Treasury’s letter
to the President, Mr, Wulker says: ¢ These dulies can only be collected,
as a military contribution, through the dgency of our brive officers. of the
-army and navy, who will no doubt chceriully and huth‘ully collect and,

,lsccp thc moneys, and accouut for them, not 1. the treasury, but to the
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Sccretary of War or of the Navy, respectively.” Upon the return of
peace, in June, 1848, and on a winding up’of all moneyed transactions
connected with the collection and expenditure of the military contribu-
tion collected by the squadron on the west coast of Mexico, there re-
mained about $65,000 subject to my control; of that amount about
$40,000 was cxpended, after the war, in the removal of about three
hundred Mexicans from Lower California, who, by their adhesion to the
Amecrican cause during the war, had forfeited their allegiance to
Mexico, and with that forfeiture their estates, and even their lives
jeoparded. At the close of this transaction, there still remained in my
hands, of the military contribution collected during the war, subject to
‘the order of the Nuvy Department, about $23,000, for which 1 was
personally and officially responsible to the Sceretary of the Navy, Lue
not to the Trcasury Department. And why not to the Treasury De-
partment?  Because both the President and the Secretary of the
Treasury had declared that the fund in question was not collected
under any authority of Congress, but under the laws of war and of
nations—an ‘“‘undoubted belligerent right.” The liquidation of the
Jjust claims of the Lower California relugees was the last war-claim to
which I deemed the military contribution fund applicable; neither was
it, nor any part of it, nceded for the use of the squadron under my
- command, as there were ample funds on hand for current use until I
could receive instructions from the Navy Department as to what dis-
position to make of this surplus fund. '
The squadron arrived at the port of Monterey with the refugees and
~Colonel Burton’s battalion of New York volunteers on board, in the
fore part of October, 1848—a period of the greatest excitement which
followed the development of the rich gold mines in California. Every
necessary of life was from 1,000 to 5,000 per cent. above ordinary prices,
and labor was equally exorbitunt. There was nothing in California
which did not comm :nd ten times its ordinary value, save only gold, un-
coined gold ; and this, chiefly for the want of coin as a circulating medium,
was fitiy per cent. below par when the squadron reached Monterey ;
and at Suter’s Fort, and even at San Francisco, it was still lower ;-
and as coin was in great demand on the seaboard for the payvment of
custoni-house dues, and in the mines for trade, the amount of coin in
circulation was fast diminishing by accumulation in the custom-house,
while the disbursements were comparatively small.  Vessels arriving
with cargoes indispensable for the daily wants of the inhabitants of our
newly-acquired territory, were often delayed in their entry for want of
coin—coin alone being reccivable at the custom-houses.  In this state of
things it was suggested to me by Purser Joseph Wilson. of the ¢ Lexing-
ton’” storeship, that I ought to put the surplus military contribution fund,
then in my hands, into circulation, for the benefit of the commercial as
well as the consuming comnmunity, then suffering so much for the want
of a circulating medium for all the purposes of life. At first T hesitated,
‘and questioned the strict propriety of so doing; but upon more mature
rellection, and a thorough examination of the subject, and ot the Presi-
dent’s orders in connexion with the circulars already cited, I came to
the conclusion that I might do so without infiinging any law or order,
provided I should pay over the full amount due the government when-
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ever required todo so. Accordingly, I gave Purser Joseph Wilson the
following order: - ‘ ,

“Frac-sarr OsHIo,
¢ Monterey Bay, November 1, 1848.

~ «8r: There being an unexpended balance of several thousand dol-
lars of the (nilitary war contribution fund, collected at Mazatlan by the
squadron during the late war with Mexico, over and above any legiti-
- mate claim which I can now foresee as likely to arise against it ; and
as the inhabitants of Upper California, and especially the miners in the
gold regions, are greatly vmbarrassed in their dealings and operations
for want of a silver circulating medium, you will, on your arrival at
San Francisco, exchange so much of the aforesaid fund as may then be
in your hands for uncoined gold, at the current market pricc; which
gold you will hold subject to my further orders.
“ YVery respectfully, &c., your obedient scrvant, _
« THOS. AP C. JONES,
« Commander-in-chic/ U. S. Narval Forces,
‘ . “ Pucific occan.
«To Purser Josepr WiLsox, Esq.,
“ United States Ship Lezington.”

It was not until April 1 that I received the Hon. J. Y. Mason’s letter
of January 20, 1849—his first call on me for a “full account of the
military contributions collected, .and of their disposition;” and even
that letter, to which I replicd under datc of the 2Sth of the same

- month, accompanicd by a statement of the account, contains no order
to pay over, or in any way to disposc of, any balance that might be in
my hands. In the latter part of August, 1849, sceing or hearing that
Congress had passed a law directing a transfer to the treasury of all
bulances of the military contribution remaining in the hands of receivers
or collectors, I, of my own accord, without waiting for orders, paid
to Purser Rodman M. Price, acting navy-agent and purser at San
Francisco, as his receipt in the Fourth Auditor’s office, dated 30th of
Angust, 1849, will show, the sum of $18,000, about the amount I sup-
posed would be due the government after retaining between three
and four thousand dollars for the payment of awards to several Lower
Calitornia refugees, who had not, up to that date, claiined the balances
awarded to them in La Puz, Lower California, in August, 184S.

If there is anything in the foregoing transaction which amounts to
a misdemecanor, the offence, whatever it may be, 1s not of « military
character; and the remedy must be by civil action, as provided by
law for the punishinent of public defaulters, &e.  (Sce section sixteen
of the act to provide for the better orgunization of the treasury, &c.,
approved August 6, 1846.) '

As to my failing to charge myself, or to give the government cicdit,
for ¢three thousand dollars, or thercubouts,” of the military contribu-
tion fund received from Purser McKean Buclmn&n, the boldness of that
assertion is equalled only by the malignity of its authors. My cor-
respondence with the Navy Department, and my account-cuirent filed
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in the Fourth Audxtor’* office, fully contradlct first cpcmﬁc.mon 10
second charge.

Pussing to sccond charge, and the first and sccond specifications
thercto, th(, facts of the case must &pealx for themselves. On the 14th
day of December, 1814, aiding in the defence of New Orleans, 1
reccived a musket-ball, whlch, passing through the joint of my left
shoulder, destroyed the articulation; and from that hour to this, I
have been unable to dress or undress mysclt without assistance;: con-
sequently, I have been compelled to keep constantly in my service, and
about me, a body-servant acquuinted with my wants and nccessities:
that person has always, until less than one year, been my own slave.
Since the close of thc war with England, T have pertormed four long

- cruises on foreign service; and on cach and every such cruise, I had

speciul permis sion from the Nav y Department to take my slave for the
purpose aforesaid, who, hl\(, other servants, hus in every instance, even
when I was a licutenant in the Mediterranean qqud(hon in 1816-'17,
and ’18, been borne on the ship’s books, and I, as his master, received
so much of his wages as was not nccessary for his personal comfort
and reasonable cujuvmcnt On my recent cruise, Griffin Dobson, iy
slave, who attended me on a former cruise to the Pacific i in 184243,
and 44, accompanicd me by permission of the¢ Hon. J. Y. Mason.
Early in July, 1848, while the “Ohio” was at the port of Guaymas,
in Mexico, Griffin, to 1y great sur p11-c, asked me one day if I w ould
allow him to buy himself, it he could raise sufficient funds. In answer
to my astonished inquiry as to what had put such a notion into his beal,
(for this was beforc we hed reccived any intimation of the dhcnvc-xy
of gold in Culifornia,) he replied that the men on board the ¢Ohio,”
both white and colored, would not let him have any peace, and that
they had offered to raise, by subscription, a sufficient fund to buy him-
sclf, if I would agree to jt.  Griflin being a faithful servant, and sceing
how unpleasantly he was situated, I consented to the proposition; but
with the express stipulation that the sale would be of no eftect until
we both returned to Virginia. Purser Forrest, of the ¢“Ohio,” was:
made the dcpo~1tdry of both the free papers and the amount subscribed,
which was about $400. I had often refused $1,000 for Griflin, and
could havc obtained that sum for him in Ocmbcr, 1847-—the month I
Ieft home. Thus this affair stood till May, 1849, when I viclded to
Griffin’s earncst solicitations to allow him to anticipate the time fixed
for his discharge from my s service, so as to avail himselt of the high
wages of California to raise moncy enough to buy his wife and several
duldx(,n, still slaves in this State. _“lla transaction, whici. was so
gratifying to Griffin, and, as I have reuson to believe, was at the time
considered by all the squadron as both liberal and pr.u«.w»rihv Ilittle
supposed could ¢ver be distorted into an offence agauinst the rules and
discipline of the navy, especially as Captains Taylor und Stribling, and
many other olficers of the ¢Obio,” were contributors to the :ul»crxp—
tion.

As regards the first and second specifications to fourth charge, the
record of the court, to which they .xlludc having been by me tr dll\ﬂ)lt-
ted to the Navy Department, with Passed Mldslupman John Poscy
Hall's sentence of dismussal from the mry, and not having secn the joint
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Tette; of Paseed \Ildelnpmen Hdl] and Strmn since' T rctumcd zt to them
in the early part of 1848, I have rio means of refreshing my memory. . I
“know w lmtew cr I swore to I behevcd to be: uue, and was. substantmllv
true. ..
" The third cpecxﬁc*xtmn to thc fOUlth charac is answcred by my
_charges against Lieutenants T. A, Craven, Jmeph F. Green; and J.
B. T\Iarchand * s is alsothe fifth charge and the specification. thereto.
To the additional charge of “falschood,” T have only to say that my-
letter of the.17th of Au«ru~t, 1549, addres~cd to Lieutenant R. W,
‘Meade, was written' oni shore, at San Francisco. Separated from my’
files, T 'wrote from memory. It is not very remarkable ‘that such dis-:
“crepance 'should have occurred, as- there could’ be 1o good reason’ for
sending a worthless commander, at ‘great e\pen~e, over-land to a
'ctcamer, when, at the same tiie, all the other officers s—and, abme all,,
her. engineers—were left in the eastern States to fike passage in a sloop-,
~of-war bound around Cape Horn, which did not reach San Fran-
cisco in less. than eight months after the date of the Secretary of the
Navy’s letter, of 14th April, 1849, announcing Lieutenant-Meade’s ap-
pointment to the “Edith.”’ It is not.the. custom: of the Navy Dcpnut-‘
‘ment to order commanders to ships and vessels of the navy, six or:
eight months before a ship is ready to receive him or can get a crew.
For the general, as well as the spec1ﬁc, discharge of my- .duties while
in command of the Pacific squadron, I hold rnvselt at all times, strlctly,
answerable to the Navy Department; but I deny, utt011y, any right in,
j those under my command - to do'more than to. make report’ to the de-
partment of fucts. T dcny, in ‘toto,  the right of inferiors to. put their.
opinions in competition with the _]udmnent of thexr superlor a.nd com-
-manding.officers." - L
o As rcwarde so much of the ':ddltmml charnea preferred bv Llcut. T..
‘A Craven as relates to the mismanagement and ‘waste of pubhc SLOTES,.
it is sufficient for me to say that the onlv semblance of truth therein set
forth is, that I ordered. the Qtoreshlp «Chile” to'San Francisco, instead
of’ dlecharnrln(r her at Montercy. "It is euccepnblc of proof that there’
‘'Was no pubhc storehouse at Monterey into which' the ¢ Chile’s” cargo’
‘could have been stored ; neither was there a suitable storehouse to be’
rented at Monterey at any price. The asscrtion that any portion of the
«“Chile’s”. cargo wasdumaged by esposure at San Francisco is utterly
‘false, havmo' no other {oundat]on for 'such assertion than. the fact of
‘landing at. San F1 ancisco from the ¢ bouthampton, ‘after havi ing been
.-prevmucly 'tdvertlsed, and pubhdy sold ta'the, hlffh(.\t blddor, a qu'mtlty'
of old prov1smns and clothm unfit, from. arre, to issue to the havy, in’
order 1o make room ' for the " Chile’s” " cargo,. which 'was prlnupally'
dletnbuted o tho equadlon o save storage md to avmd dcbcrtwn by'

% It'was my mtentmn to sulnmb to the Honorable Secretary of the L.m apecxﬁc charges‘
against Lieuts. Craven,’ Grecn, Marchand, and Stanly, b based upon: the’ accompanying oﬁu_ml-
.documents and other circumstances coxmectul therewith; but for the present I deem it suffi-
cient for my own vindication to lay before you' the licutenants® rebellious letters of the 19th
‘and 21st of October, 1848, to me’ (hrgcted (Nos. 1 and 3;) and miy reply. thereto, (No. 2, con~
fidential, October 20,) of the same séries, and (‘omr*ulm C. K. smblmgq answer to'my in-'
'terrogatorv Apnl 10,1849, (No.. 4,) to c_».y;d;,lxsh my allegation: of 7estiveness and apposmm. to
lawfut ordcrs, W hlch m(.nted ullcgutwn was tue ¢ pnmum mobzlc i of hostxhty to me.’ - ‘
. . . o L T AP C. J .
9 :
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the. em onment of ‘our men on suore, as well as to save =tore—rcnt,

which in.San Francisco, at that time,. was too hmh cven to name. =
As to fraudulently selling and buying rice, or any other kind of stores,

- public or, private, belonmnn to, or for the use of, any ship or vessel be-
E)nmng to the navy, T solemnly declare ‘the assertion devoid of the

‘slmhtest shadow of truth. Itisa cunnmcrly-dewbcd tale, conjured up
by a malicious combination of convicts and other unworthy members of
our once honorable service, aiming to. destroy my reputation as. the.
only hope of escapmo the odium w hlch my clcmency alone avcrted in"
1848...

As regards thc exchange of portlons of the “Oh1o’s” and “Savan-
nah’s” crews in September, 1849, my official reports, with reasons"
assigned, both before and ' after tbe act, were duly rccmved by the :

‘Navy Department, and they speak for themselves. -

It now remains forfme to notice the charge of “ﬂlcnally 1nﬁ1ctmfr
capital punishment.” As full reports of those executions were duly'
rendered to.the Navy Department, suffice it to say, that the 35th arti-
cle of the 4ct of Congress approved 23d April, 1800, confers on the -

' President of the United States, the Secretary of the Navy, the command-
e1-1n~ch1ef of the ﬁcet, or the commander of a cquadron while acting
out of the ‘United States, the power to convene courts-martial, and to
carry sentences into execution, as well-as to pardon or mitigate sen-.
tences aftet. conviction. For any abuse of this high, I may say sover- .
eign attribute or. power, the remedy is by unpeachmcnt, or by an

, actxon tor damage=, which the aggrieved may bring in any court of
competc'nt Jjurisdiction against any member of .a court—martlal and per--
haps a like action mlght stand -against the commander of a equadlon

-whn should carry into execution an illegal sentence, passed by u court-.
martial convened: by his warrant. . But ncnhcr the members composing
a court-martml nor the oﬁ’icer ordcrm such’ court, can cver be held
to answer before another court-martial for. any vote, opinion, sentence, or
execution which might takeplace under such sentéences. The remedy,
as already stated; is, in all such cases, by a'due course of law in a civil
action before a court of competent jurisdiction.” These’ prmmples .of

‘law and usage arc cqual]y applicable to'the tirade and whining .com-

plaints of Lxeutemnt Fabius Stanly, a ‘double convict, whose unlucLy‘
star has ‘subjected him' to two trials, by two scparate courts-martial,

under similar .charges brought by’ two. different comma rnders, A. K.
Long and Z. T. Jolmstan, und to the verdict of “guilty” in part by

. both courts; ~and although the last comt, by =oph1~t1ca1 reasoning ard -

‘disregird’ fo thc pr.utlcc of naval couxtvmmtml n rcﬁtsmo- 10 allow the
charges and suecifications to-be read to the wirnesses, and in the fice of testi-

' mony upon which the court declares Commander Johnston #was not
only justifiable in m.zl\w g his report to the commander of the squadron,
but was called upon. by his duty to-do s0,” did acquit the ‘said Lieutenant

Fabius 8 Stanly. of the second. clmrm,, of “conduct unbccormnf7 an ofhcer
and a gentleman;” but found him « guilty of disobedicnce. of orders;”
this. bemg o second conviction for similar offences, though under dlﬁerent

specifications, within a fow menths. " (See proceedmas of both tnals,-

red A and B, and. partlculaﬂ} the, court’“ laborcd apolorrv pacres 49

“to 54, inclusive, of red B)
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With these mere heads of defence, I should be willing to trust my
vindication before the present honorable Sccretasy of the Navy; but
there are considerations above, far above, any personal interest I may
have in the matter at issue: I mean the maintenance of discipline and
subordination in the navy. If subordinates, who rebel against the
lawful and Jaudable efforts of the commandcr of a squadron to enforce
discipline, can turn upon their superiors, as Licutenants Stanly, Green,
Marchand, and Craven have done in their libellous attacks upon Com-
mander Johnston and myself, the navy’s chivalry, respectability, and
uscfulness have departed never more to return. . :

I neither scck nor shrink from trial by court-martial on the charges
preferred against me, although fir removed from. the community and
scenes where the alleged offences arc luid; and although death, time,
and distance deprive me of many important witnesses, whether in my
own defence, or in proseeuting tie charges which I have or may prefer
against those unworthy officers, thrice armed as I amin the justness of
my cause, I have nothing to apprehend from any malicious combination
from any quarter. o

Whatever course the honorable Sccretary of the Navy may decm
most expedient to pursuc towards me, I beg that it may be decided on
with as little delay as the public interest will admit of, as there are
now in Washington several citizens of California whose testimony I
may require, and who will not remain in the castern States long after
the adjournment of Congress. ,

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

' THOS. AP C. JONES,
Late Commander-in-chief Pucific Squadron.
Hon. Wwm. A. GrRAHAM, '
Secretary of the Navy.

Near ProspecT HiLr, VirciNia,
March 29, 1852.
Sir: Referring to my letter of the 1Sth of October, 1851, acknowl-
cdged by yours of the 22d of the same month, I enclose herewith evi-
dence of the error in the printed copy of my communication to the
Navy Department, dated October 24, 1850, printed by order of the
Senate, (Ex. Doc. No. 45,) to which my letter of the 1Sth of October
particularly referred. As that letter is again called for by the Senate,
as an accompaniment to Licutenant Craven’s charges against me, (also
called for by the Senate,) T respectfully request you to cause the cor-
rcction to be made in the letter on file at the department, as well as in
the copy which will be sent to the Scnate.
I have the honor to be, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS AP C. JONES.
Hon. WM. A. Grauawm,
Secretary of the Nawy.
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3 L PROSPECT HILL, \ IRGINIA,
: ‘ « . Junuary 6, 1852,
- In Executive Document. (bcnat(,) No. 45, page 873, is given what -
purports to be a letter from Commodore Thomas Ap Catesby Jones,
“dated Prospect: Hill, Virginia, Scptember 24, 1850, to the Hon. W illiam
~A. Graham, Secrcmry of the' ‘Navy, which letter is in answer of cor-
‘tain complaints alleged against Commodore Jones; a copy of which -
was transmitted to him by ‘the aforesaid Secretary of the Navy, with a
letter bearm date: beptcmbcr 7th, of the same year. On a careful eX-
amination ‘of the first paragraph of said lctter of September 24, 1850,
1 find it to be printed in such a manncr as to be entirely umntolhrrﬂ,le, :
and incomprehensible in fact. The insertion of the word “which ” after -
“the word ““confidence” in the fifih line of the printed letter, instcad of
“the word “ that,” whlch was the word used in the orurmal letter, and
“the omission of the words “will be wsed aguminst me,” Pwhich also oc-
“curred ‘in the original at the close of said - paragraph, not only makes
nonsense of the’ wholo, but renders the structure ot the paraﬂraph in-
complete, as must be evident even to the most casual reader. .
 The draught of said letter of Septcmber 24, 1850, wus (,oplcd by me,
and returned to Cominodore Jones for correction and amendment;
after which T made another copy; which was likewise submlttcd to the
- Commodore tor cxamuntlon. ~In the second copy the words ““will be
‘used against me” were accidentally omitted, and ‘my attention was
cd]led to it by Commodme Jonc= who macrtcd the omlttcd words
with pencil. -~ |
~ From this (second) copy I madc o thir d, whlch was, after examination
by Commodore Jones, sent to the Secrctary of the Navy. S
To the best of my knowledge. and belief; the letter transmitted to the
‘Navy Dcpartmont was a truc copy ot 1hc, letter now in Commodore
‘Jones's possession in my handwriting, und in which thc corres tion
_ above retured to was made in pencil. :

M PATTER ON JONES, U. 8. N._

‘STATE OF VIRGII\IA, F cmfa.r Coum Yy 10 wz( _

"I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a irue copy of the ormmal
in the ‘handwriting of Passed T ’\lldslnpman M. Putterson Joncs, of the -
United States nay VY bearing date Proapcct Hill, Vlrglma,, January 6,
1852, ' .

Gweo undcr my lxand this 315t day of March, 1892 -
~W. W. BALL, J P.
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' COPIES OF TWO Ln’r’rnns rnow COVIMODOR!" JONES - TO THE SECRE-
'TARY OF THE NAVY, DATED RESPECTIVLLY DLCE\IBER 7, 1850,
AND JANUARY 21, 1851; TOGETHL‘R WITH THE CHARGI‘S AND SPE-

' CIFICATIONS  AGAINST . LIEUT. A. M. CRAVEN, AND THE DOCU-'
- MENTS WHICH- ACCO'\II’AJIED SAID LETTDRS TO THE SECRETARY‘_
OF THE NAVY. L ‘ .

NLAR PRO‘SPECT HILL, VA., Dcccmbcr 7 1830

qm. Mm ed by a sense of duty, not more to mysclf than to the
‘public service, I reluctantly prefer charges against Lieut. T. A M.
Craven, of the United States n(wy, for a serious wol.mon of the laws
“and discipline thereof. A glance at the accompunying charges. and -
- specifications (in duplic Ltc*) will show thut the circumstunces on which
the specifications to my first charge aguinst the licutenant are founded, -
comprisc-the fucts on which 1 baacd mny allusions to that officer in my -
official despatch No. 34, to-the Hon. J. Y. Mason, Secretary of the:
- Navy, dated October 20, 1848; and as my allusions in ihat despatch
to the misconduct of Lmutcnama Jos. F. Green, J. B. Marchand, and
T, A. M. Clm'f,n, form a consplcuuus and libellous spcuﬁcanon to one
of the charges on w hich T am soon to be tried at their 1n~tancc, I
hopo the honorable Seerctury of the Navy will sce the necessity for
putting Licut. Craven under arrest with all convenient dcspatch S0 as -
to Lave him present and ready for trial by the sume court that is to
try me; as it is possible that court muy find it necessary to put Licut,
Craven on trial under nyy first charge against him before 1 am tried on
the licutecnant’s specificutions, which, as o matter of course, mll to the
ground, unless he can purge himself of my allegations. , N
~ One copy of the charges enclosed is intended for Lieut. Craven,'
who I most respeettully rcqucst may be brought before the sume court
that is-to t1 y me. - Tmake this request with much earncstness, as some
importunt witnesses having interests in California, or who are residents
of that State; urc. dr'ptmuur by every steamer; another of whom, (sev--
cral h.mng alres uly gone thither since the ad_)ournmcnt of Conrrress,) I
have just learned, hus tuken his pussage for the 1st of J anuary pm\uno, :
on his wiy buck to that most distant State. .
~ I have the 110'101 to be, with the grc atest rc<pcct, your obcdlent ser—

vant,
N TIIOS AP C. JONES, .
> Late Commwu]mrr-m-chu/' I’ac‘gﬁc Sguad7 (.
Hon. \V A GRAHMI, L
bcw cturJ u/[lw l\arj

%

* ilmc charges nguinst Tieut. Criven were iuroshndmsul by the note nt page 7th of my
explunutory counuunicution of -the Mlh \cptuny;er prL, in u,ply to your lcttcr of the’ zth of
thut moutk. _ L o T.-AP . J..
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- List of witnesses to support the cltaro'cs preferred by Commodore Thomas Ap
C. Jones, late commandar—zn-dmf of the United States naval forces in
the Pacific occan, against Lieutenant T. A. M. Craven, of the United
States navy.

CommanderA K. Long, Commander Z. F. Johnston ; T.O Larlun,
William: M. Stewart; Passed Midshipman M. K. WarrmOton, Lieu-
“tenant C: Ap R. Jones; Lieutenant Edward M. Yard; C. T. Botts;
James McCormlck CeotainJ. L. Folsom, U. S. A.; M(gor chry Hill,
U. 8. A.; Lieutenant J. K. Duer; Lieutenant John Downes, jr.; Lieu-
tenant M B. Woolsey; Lieutenant Joha J. Almy; Chaplam \Valter
Colton; Boatswain Moses Hall; Commander C. K. Stribiiag, U. S.N.;
Commander Rudd, U. S. N.; LxeutcnantJ F. Green, U. S. N.; L1eu—
tenant J. B. Marchand U. 8. N.; Purser Samucl Forrest, U. S. N.;
Purser Joseph Wilson, U S. N.; Purscr‘ McKean Buchanan, U. S. N.;
Purser 8. E. \Voodworth late of the navy; Lieut. Lanman, U. S. N.

THOMAS AP C.JONES,
_  Late Commander-in-chief Pacific Sq juadron
DecemBER 7, 1850.

.le U)u'téd States vs. T. A. M. Craven, a lieutcnant in the U. 8. navy.

CHARGE FIRsT.—Mutinous conduct. . :

Specification first—In this: that he, the said Lxeut T. A. M. Craven,
of the United States navy, when attached to the sloop-of-war Dale,
one of the ships composing the United States squadron on the Pacific
station in 1848, did write or cause to be written, aund send or cause
1o be sent, to Commodoxe Thomas Ap C. Jones, at that time in com-
mand of the Pacific squadron, as aforesaid, then at anchor in the Bay
of Monterey, Upper Cahforma, a certain lctt(,r, (A) in the following
words, viz:

[A] “UnTED STATES Sroop DALE,
~«  “DBay of Monterey, October 19, 1848.

“SIR:. By your special order No. 2, I find myself, in common with
other ‘watch—oﬁccrs of this ship, forbidden to visit the shore. As the
order is a most unusual onc, and bears exceedingly hard upon those
who a¥e- subjected by the necessities of their profcssmn to so many
‘pnvatlona, I beg most respecifully to call your attention to the matter,
that it may" “be reconsidered by you; for I am not aware of having
committed. any offence which should occasion such restraint.

‘ “If the d.lsc1phne of the squadron or general good of the service re-
quire a Rontintercourse with the shore to be obscrved rigidly by officers
of every grade, I submit cheerfully; but when I find myself among a
pro~cubed set, it becomes a duty to myself and station to make this
appeal to your sense of justice.
T “Very respectfully, your obedient cervant, )

«T, AUGUS. M. CRAVEN Licutenant.

“Com. THoMAS ﬁfl’ C. JoxEs,

L “C’ommndmg U. 8. Naval Forces, Pacific.”

JOHN RUDD, Commander.
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VVhlch letter, in umc, m spmt, and n conseguence, was calculated to.
embm rass, thwart, and oppose Commodore Thomas Ap C. Jonés, . the.
‘superior and- commander-in-chief of the said Lieutenant T. A:=M.
Craven, and sct over him according to the rules and d1<c1p11ne of thex
navy; and did actually embairass, t/ma,rt, and ' oppose his said superior
and’ commander-in-chief, as aforesaid, in the execution of his lawful -
duties,-at a period of" e*ctraordmary dxfﬁculty and excitement, when the
commander of the squadron required, and had a- right to. expect, the.
~hearty co-opération and support of every officer under his command..
 Specification second.—In this: that he, the  aforesaid’ L1eutenant
T. A M. Cra.ven, did write, mchte, or .cause to be written, and ‘sent.
to Commander C. K. Stribling, captam of the fleet, and at that.
time commanding Commodore Jones’s flag-ship, the Ohio, at anchor
in the Bay of Monterey, Upper Cahf'orma, the followmo' letter, (C,)‘.
vizs

[C] o AR “UVITED STATES Sroop. DALE,
o - o . « October 21, 1848.
| “Qm' In complnnce th vour ddwce, St through Lleutenaut
Yard, T have withheld the accompanying commumcatlon one -day.
longer. 1If the restriction has been entirely removed, or is made general
in 1ts opcmuon, I. am satisfied, and withdraw; but otherwise, I desire
;lhat my letter (A) to Commodore J ones. ‘be handed - hnn at the earheat-
our.
: “Very respectfully, your obedlent serv'mt, ‘
. “T AUGUb M. CRAVEN
B ' “Lzoutenant.
“Captam STRIBLI\G, o

¢« Flag-ship Ohio.

Accompdmed by another letter, (A forrmnrr part of first. specxﬁca.-
tion to first charge;). which letters being sent to the commander of the.
squadron, after the aforesaid L1eutcn'mt T. A. M. Craven had received
Commodore Jones’s ¢onfidential communication of the 2@h’ of October,

1848, addressed tto Lieutcnants Jos seph F. Grcen, J. B. Marchand,"
- T. A. M. Craven, and others of their. class in the Pucific: squadron,”
and hereunto . appended, ¢xplanatory of the. commodore’s motive and
object in issuing his “Special Order No. 2, complamed of, evinces un-
warrantable “n.stlessncss” under. the, hwful orders of his ‘superior.and
' commander-in-chief; thereby ‘setting a bad example to those around
him, was well calculated to create d1~satrsfdctlon in-others, and finally
lead to and excite. mutiny and. actually did' greatly embarrass the com-
mander of the squa(b on in the executionof his publzc dutics at a momentous
-period, . requiring the hearty co-operation of all officers under his com-"
-mand to enable him to maintain the honor of the navy, and the pubhc-'
interests committed to his care. '
Specification third.—In this: that he, the aforeaaud Llcutcnant T A,
M. Craven, did, as'set forth in, first and’ second specifications to . this
charge, write and send forth, or cause to be sent. forth, throuOh the'



136 H. Mis. 22.
agency of Commander C. K. Stribling, and others, and against the
advice of the said Commander C. K. Stribling, as well as ugainst the
advice of his immediate commanding officer, John Rudd, communder
of the United States sloop Dale, to which sloop the said licutenant was
then attached, the two letters hereunto appended and already referred
to in the first and second specifications of this charge, bearing date,
respectively, ¢United States sloop Dale, Bay of Monterey, October
19, 1848,” and ‘United States sloop Dale, October 21, 1848, and
marked A and C; which letters, in tone, in terms, and in object, especially
when the circumstances which called for and dictated the ¢ Special Order No.
2” are duly considered, are disrespectful and reprouchful in spirit, in-
 subordinate and mutinous in cffect, especially letter C, contuining dictutorial
terms and conditions offered to Commodorc Thomas Ap C. Jones, com-
manding the squadron in which the said Licutenant Craven was at the
time serving, 4s a sine qua non, Or price, to purchasc his, the aforesaid
Liéutenant T. A. M. Craven’s, acquiescence in the luwful orders of Com-
modore Joncs, the said Craven’s superior officer and commander-in-
clief; set over him. according to the rules and discipline of the navy;
which dictatorial termg, mandates, or sine qua non, required the com-
mander of the squadron to “entirely” rescind, or make “gencral in is
operation,” so as to apply the restrictions of ¢“Special Order No. 2” to
“officers of every grade,” when, in the opinion of the commander of the
squadron, the public interest did not rcquire any more general or
universal application of such restrictions than were required by his
¢ Special Order No. 2. Tlese acts, doings, and writings of the afore-
said Lieutenant T. A. M. Craven, showing bis contempt for, and dis-
regard of, the lawful authority of his superior and commander-in-chief,
and setting a bad example to all the squadron, was culculated to bring
the authority of the eommander of the squadron into contempt, and to
excite and encourage “other watch-officers” and officers of correspond-
ing dutie$ in the squadron to restlessness under lawful and necessary
orders, thus sowing sced of insubordination and contempt for superiors,
which, if unrebuked, would soon ripen into mutiny. ' :
Specification fourth.—In this: that he, the aforesaid T. A. M. Craven,
a lieutenant irrthe navy of the United States, while serving on board
the United States sloop “Dale,” one of the vessels composing the
Pacific squadron, then commanded by Commodore Thomas Ap C.
Jones, between the eighteenth (1Sth) and twenty-second (22d) days of
October, 1848, the Dale, with other ships of the Pacific squadron, then
being at anchor in the Bay of Montercy, Upper California, did, within
the days above specified—i. e. between the 18th and 22d of October,
1848—if not conjunctively, with knowledge and previous understanding,
-and with the same object and to the same or similar end and effect,
concert, coalesce, or simultaneously with Licutcnants Joseph F. Green
and J. B. Marchand undertake, to criticise, condemn, and denounce as
partial and unjust the lawful orders of Commodore Jones, the command-
er of the squadron, by writing, or causing to be written and sent, a cer-
tain letter forming first specification to first charge, and marked A ; and
did further, in contempt for the lawful authority of the commander of
the squadron, write, or cause to be written and sent, o certain other
letter, forming second specitication to first charge, and marked C, ad-
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dressed to “Captain Stribling, flag-ship Ohio,” which letters, considered
collectively, under the peculiar circumstances which existed when ut-
tered, as set forth in sccond specification to this charge, are reproachful
and accusatory in spirii and in language, dictatorial in demands, and are
usubordinate and mutinous in cffect and example. ' -
- THOS. AP C. JONES,
Late Commander-in-chief Pacific Squadron.
DEeceMEBER 7, 1850. - ‘

CuarGE secoNDp.—Scandalous conduct, tending to the destruction of
good morals. '

Speeification first.—In this: that he, Lieutcnant T. A. M. Craven,
did, in an official communication, addressed to the Hon. William A.
Graham, Sccretary of the Navy, dated ¢ Washington city, August 28,
1850,” purporting to be “additional charges and specificutions of charges .
exhibited against Thomas Ap C. Jones, U. 8. navy,” write, indite,
or ciuse to be written, and sent to the Hon, William A. Graham, Sec-
retary of the Navy, as aforesaid, the following charge and specifica-
tions, vizZ:

“ CrarGE FIrsT.— Wilfully causing wasteful expenditure and loss of
the public stores. :

“ Speeification first.—In this: that the said Captain Thomas Ap C.
Jones, being at that time in command of the United States Pacific
squadron, did, without any sufficient reason, order the storeship Chile
(chartered by the government, freighted with stores for the Pacific
squadron, and consigned to the United States naval storekeeper at
Monterey, where there were good and sufficient storchouses belonging
to, or rented by the government) to proceed to San Francisce, an
there discharge her cargo; thereby causing an extra charge of five
thousand dollars, or thercabouts, against the United States, said sum
of $5,000, or thercabouts, being the amount required and exacted by
the captain of the said storeship for transporting the cargo from Mon-
terey to the port of San Francisco, a distance of ninety miles.” Which
charge and specification, except the fact of the chartered storeship

- Chile being ordered from Mouterey to San Francisco, and the payment
of additional freight for that additional voyage, is utterly false, as the
aforesaid Licutenaunt T. A. M. Craven might and ought to have known
when he made said report to the Sceretary of the Navy.

Speeification second.~In this: that he, the aforesaid Lieutenant T.
A. M. Craven, in his communication of the 2Sth of August, 1850, ad-
dressed to the Hon. Wm. A, Graham, Sccretary of the Navy, cited
and referred to in the first specification to this charge, made the fol-
lowing wntrue and fulse charge or allegations, viz: ¢“lIn this: that he,
the suid Captain Thos. Ap Cateshby Jones, by causing the storeship
Chile to be discharged at Ran Francisco, (where there was no con-
signee, and where there were no warchouses for the reception of the
stores or for their sufe-keeping,) did subject the government to great
loss or damage, inasimuch as a Jarge quantity of provisions were landed
on the beach or shores, where they were exposed to injury and depre-
dation, and were, through necessity, sold at auctien, to save further
loss to the United States guvernment;” which paragraph or specifica-
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tion is utterly false and untrue in every particular and circumstance,
except the words “and where there were no warchouses for the recep-
tion of the stores or for their safe-keeping:” which false declarations or
reports the aforesaid Licutenant T. A. M. Craven made, or caused to
‘be made, when he ought to have known, or at any rate had the means
and opportunity of knowing, them to be untrue.

Specification third.—In this: that he, the aforesaid Lieutcnant T. A.
M. Craven, in his communication of the 28th of August, 1850, ad-
dressed to the Hon. Wm. A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy, as

- aforesaid, cited and referred to in first and second specifications of this
charge, uses the following language, viz: '

« W asuINgroN CiTy, August 28, 1850,

“S1r: In addition to the reports already made by me to the Navy
Department in the form of charges against Captain Thos. Ap C. Jones,
I now, in connexion with them, submit to you the accompanying
charges. o

¢ Many grave charges have been omitted by me; and among others,
for want of dates, I have omitted a charge of appointing a dwsbursing
agent at San Francisco, and thereby assuming authority belonging to
the President and Senate; and I have also omitted a charge of fraudu-
lently selling and repurchasing a quantity of rice belonging to the
‘United States government, for the use of the squadron in the Pacific.”

Which allegations are utterly fulse and untrue, except as to the fact
of a temporary disbursing agent being appointed by Commodore Jones,
to supply the place of R. M. Price, csq., at Sun Francisco, peremptordy
removed by the Secretary of the Navy, without allowing sufficient time
for Mr. Price’s successor to relieve him; but move especially all that

relates to “fraudulently selling and repurchasing a quantity of rice be-
longing to the United States government, for the use of the squadron in
the Pucific.”” Which charge is not oniy devoid of truth, but the said
Liecutenant T. A. M. Craven, whilst making this charge, declares his
lack of proof. to establish the aforesaid scandalous allegation of pecula-
tion and fraud, so wantouly set forth against his superior and command-

ing officer.

THOS. AP C. JONES,
. Late Commander-in-chicf of the Pacific Squadron.
DEeceMBER 7, 1850. S ‘

A,

Ux1reEp StaTES SLoor DALE,
Bay of Monterey, October 19, 1848.

Sir: By your special order No. 2, I find myself, in common with
other “watch-officers” of this ship, forbidden to visit the shore. As the
order is a most unusual one, and bears ¢xceedingly hard upon those
who are subjected by the necessities of their profession to so many pri-
vations, I beg most respectfully to call your attention to the matter,
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'that it may be reconsldered by you, for L am not aware of havmg com—
mlttcd any offence which should occasion such restraint. -

If the chcuplme of the squadron or general good of the service re-
'quire a non-intercourse with the shore to be ‘observed rigidly by officers -
of .every grade, I submit cheerfully ; but when I find myaclf' among a
“proscribed set, it becomes a duty to, myaclf and station to make thlS ap-
- peal to your sense of justice. . :

- Very respc,cttully, you1 obedlent =ervant, L
: | - T. ADGDS. M CRAVIJ\I
Lzeutcnant.
Commodore THOS. AP C JONEs, : ‘
Commandm«r Umted States l\abal F ones, Pac’ c.

Forwardcd e IEREERT
: J OHN RUDD, l,CI’ammande'i'.‘

‘ To chutenants Joscpk F Grccn, J B Marchaml T. A, ]‘I Crazcn, ami.‘

“others of their class in the Pacific sguadron. :

1 am deeply miortified to hear, serball, 4, through Captam Strrbhng :
that some.of the sea-officersof this squadron have taken exception to so -
“much of my speual order No. 2 as, for the present, stops watch-offi- -
' cers‘ﬁgmnrr on shore on liberty. ' I am’ more than mortified to find there
is even one among us who cannot’ perceive the imperious necessity of
the meusure, and the especml care that wastaken, in framing the order,‘

to avoid 1mpos1ng unnccessa.ry restramt on, any 1nd1v1dua1 under my'
' command ' .
- After the bold and darmg acts of desertlon Whrch occurred from the
¢« Warren,” the “()hlo,” the “Lexmrrton,” and ¢ Southampton,” while
,_all the otﬁoola were 0n board as,in the case of running away ’Wlth the_
‘in noon- day, who cai f'orcsee what ‘may not hdppen 1f one-half or one-
third ‘of the officers should. be out of the ship? Is it not manifest: that
if'such things have occuued with all on board—could not be pxcventcd |
by all; that the absence of many rmfrht oﬁf'cr chrhtles, and evcn mduce-
~.acts of still greaier violence? g ;

How often has évery commander in the squadron (and I mwht add |
heutumnts, too) complained of the <vant ot officers for boat-duty, even
in the usual intercourse with the shore, when there was comparatively
10 inducement to desert. Is there one among you who does not sce
the absolute necessity of at least doubling the usial number of nnd-'

ghlpmen in every boat sent on shore, (JLCILIQIVG of such officers as must
land to guard any watermrr or other parties employcd to get off. provrs-‘
1ons .md stores? -
. With the Jumted number of pasccd mldalnpmon and m1d~hnpmen in the-,
squ.ldmn, cv. cry heutenant ought to know, thdt ﬁo'n that ClchS tliere are

Al heutennnts, masters, passed and awtmg und«h:pmcn, nnd all otlu_r sca o,ﬁ‘icers, exce ptmg'
only pursers, surgeons, ch.rplums, clerks; &c. - R
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none to spare from duty to go on liberty. Of the other watch, ¢. ¢. regular
sea-officers, the squadron is also short ;and to fill the vacancies, besides
the impediments imposed by the restraints of law to increase the num-
ber of licutenants by acting appointments, would be to reduce still
lower the number of officers for boat-duty.-

Cannot officers see, in the urgent necessity for increased vigilance,
in the additional employment of several of the class of complainants on
courts-martial, that I should have been recreant to my trust hud I done
less than I have done to prevent and punish desertion ?

Isit, then, because I did not enact the dog-and-manger law, and im-
pose unnecessary restraint on non-combatants, whose presence, in my
opinion, might be dispensed with during the day, thereby enabling 7iem
to attend to the personal wanfs of their mess-mates, restrained or cur-
tailed in their liberty on shore by imperious official necessity, that dissat-
isfaction has shown itself where I leust of all expected opposition? 1
cannot, I will not believe it. The complaint has grown out of misap-
prehension of our true position and what is due to our country, and to
conclusions hastily drawn by irresponsible subordinates undertaking to
discuss and to judge of the motives, orders, and measures of their com-
mander-in-chief, who is held responsible to his country for all that occurs
in the squadron under his command. |
~ Can any officer devise any less oppressive means or measures, with
the slightest prospect of success, for the suppression of desertion, than
those which I have employed? Some may answer, Quit the coast—
abandon your station—go home and say to those who intrusted us with com-
mand, I can’t command my men—they will run away from me!! Those -
who love ease and comfort better than their country, and those who are
not willing to meet their country’s foe, in whatever shape, phase, name,
or guise, he may appear, might do it! For one, I will not, until I have
exhausted all the means which God and the laws of our country have
placed in my hands to prevent and punisk offences. The combined
efforts of the Old World against our commen country, could not inflict
so deep a wound upnn her power and fuiure yreatness as would be the
recreant act of abandoning our station because we cannot suppress de-
sertion from our ships. ' '

That any officer of the squadron holding the rank of licutenant, which
now-a-days can only be reached by many years of long service, and
at the age of mature manhood, can see in the restrictive ¢Special Order
No. 2" anything of a personal or reproachful character, is to me beyond
conception. It the passing over the captain of marines be the excep-
tion, that exception arose from inadvertence. And, furthermore, my
General Orders inrelation to captains granting liberty to officers, (art. 9,)
in its true spirit, would require my special permission for the only re-
maining officer, any class, to leave the ship on liberty, whilst all others
of the same class were out of her.

Since I have been thus most unexpectedly called on to arouse the
sea-officers of the squadron by endeavoring to withdraw the veil which
seems to obstruct a direct and clear view of things as they actually
exist in the squadron, and consequently prevents their seeing or fecling
the neccessity for the extraordinary vigilance required of them, I will
tauke occasion here to say, that although nothing was further from my
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mind in framing Special Order No. 2 than to give it the character of a
reprimand, I must nevertheless now add, that the present state of things
in the squadron has, in my opinion, becn not a little aggravated by the
unguarded expressions of officers of every grade in the squadron, who
too frequently, and without much regard to time and place, have con-
ceded that the temptation to desert was too great to be resisted; that the men
would desert 3 that the officers could not prevent it, §e.; and I am sure some
of you will recollect my occasional chidings upon this subject, from the
very first arrival of the ¢ Southampton” at La Paz, bringing intclli-
~ gence of the gold mania; and from that day to this I have ncver suf-
fered any such expressions to be uttered in my presence, whether by
officers under my command or by any other person, without promptly
admonishing the utterer of such frightful admissions, having, as I cun
but think they have had, a highly pernicious influence on the minds of
the men of the squadron. ' ,

A moment’s ~cflection ought to satisfy every well-regulated mind,
that if the rulers of any community, and, above all, of military bodies,
admit that any temptation or allurements can justify cr even palliate in-
fidelity in those under them, such admissions must render superiors who
acknowledge them, umpotent to prevent and powerless to punish such offence.

: THOS. AP C. JONES,
Commander-in-chicf U. S. Nuval Forces, Pacific occan.
Frac-sa1p Onlo, MoxTEREY Bay,
October 20, 1848.

C.

Uxitep StaTES Snoor DALk,
October 21, 1848.

Sir: In compliance with your advice, sent through Licutenant Yard,
I have withheld the accompanying communication one day longer. It
the restriction has been entirely removed, or is made general in its ope-
ration, I am satisfied, and withdraw ; but otherwise, I desire that my
letter to Commodore Jones be handed to him at the earliest hour.

Very respectlully, your obedient servant, _

T. AUGUS. M. CRAVEN,
Licutenant.
Captain STriBLING,
Flag-ship Okhio.

Narioxar HoTer,
Washington, Janvary 21, 1851.

Sir: Under date December 7, 1850, I had the honor to enclose
charges and specifications, in duplicate, against Lientenant T. A. M.
Craven, with a list of highly respectable witnesses to support those
charges. Not having received any responsc to my lctier of the 7th
Dccember, and as some witnesses, material for the support of the
charges, forwarded with that lctter, will soon return to California, I
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feel in duty bound to repeat my complaints, and renew my application
for the arrest and trial of Lieutenant Craven, before the material wit--

- nesses now at hand disperse.

-

I send herewith a triplicate of the first charge and specifications
which accompanied my letter of 7th of December; also, another

draught of the specifications to the charge of ¢ scandalous conduct, tend-

ing to the destruction of good morals,” differing a little from the origi-
nals, which were sent with my letter of the 7th December; and I re-
spectfully request that the originals may be altered to conform to the
d!;aught now sent, and that Lieuterant Craven may be furnished with a
corrected copy of the charges at the time he is put in arrest, which I
infer has not yet been done. o

- The enclosed report of a survey held at Monterey, in November,
1848, by order of Commander A. K. Long, of the United States sloop-
of-war Warren, nceds only to be placed in juxtaposition with Licu-
tenant Craven’s first specification to his additional charge (¢ wilfully
causing wasteful expenditure and loss of public stores”) against Com-
modore Jones, (which specification in substance forms the first specifi-
cation to Commodore Jones’s seccond charge against Lieutenant Craven,)

‘to prove Lieutenant Craven a wanton calumniator, or else establish

collusion betwecn the surveying officers and the naval storekeeper at
Montcrey, to embezzle public property. As the latter idea cannot be
entertained for a single moment, wilful falschood must be riveted on
Lieutenant T. A. M. Craven, as appears under his own sign-manual.
The iuterval between the date of the survey, November 27, 1848, and
the arrival of the Chile at Montercy, was but a few wecks, during
which brief period there was scarcely a building of any description

“erected in Monterey—certainly nothing like a storehouse; nor was there

a vacant storchouse, either public or private, on the 27th day of No-
vember, when the survey was held; neither on the 29th day of January,
1849, on which day the Chile arrived at Monterey. Of this fact there
is no lack of oral proof mow present. '

I have the honer to be, with the highest respect, your obedient
servant, v :

THOMAS AP C. JONES,
Late Communding Pucific Squadron.
Hon. WM. A. GraHAM, '
-~ Secretary of the Navy.

[The draught of the specifications to the charge of ¢ scandalous con-
duct,” &c., transmitted with the foregoing lctter, differs from the ori-
ginal as follows, viz: ' -

In the altered specification 1, of the second charge, it is averrcd that
Licuterant Craven did “ v-rite and send to the Secretary of the Navy,”
&c., instezd of did ¢ write, indite, or cauze to be written, and sent to the
honorable William A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy,” &c.

In the same specification as altered, at the close, 1t is averred that
the charge and specification preferred by Licutenant Craven are “t-
terly false, as the aforcsaid Lieutenant T. A. M. Craven well knew when



he made said report to the Secretary of the Navy,” instead of ‘“utterly
false, as the aforesaid Lieuténant. T. A. M. Craven might and ought to .
‘have known when he made said report to the Secretary of the Nav .
" Ini the altered specification 2, of the second charge, the averment at’
the close is in these words: ¢ which false declarations and reports the.
aforesaid Lieutenant T. A. M. Craven mide, or cause to be made,

'knowing the'same to be false ‘and untrue,” instcad of, *“which false
declarations or reports the aforesaid Licutenant T. A. M. Craven made,
or caused to be'made, when he ought'to have known, or at any rate had

L Vo

‘the means and opportunity of kuowing, them to be untrue.”]

. U~iTep STATES SH1p. WARREN,
| S Monterey Bay, November 27, 1848,
Sir: In obedience 1o your order of this day, we have carefully
examined the building used for the storage of provisions, clothing, &c.,. .
belonging to. the navy. It is our opinion that there is not sufficient
room for their safe-keeping, nor does there appear to be any means of
muking the said building secure against the entrance of burglars, as -
the doors 'and their fastenings are of the worst description—such. as
-may at any time easily be forced.  The staple of the lock of one of the -
lower doors has recently ‘been drawn, and we found 'that & number of
‘bales had been cut open and the clothing stolen, viz: two bales of pea-
jackets, and one.of blue cloth-jackets. Five bales of other descriptions
had also been cut .and portions of their contents taken away—the thicf
or thieves having selected with deliberation. = ' . 7 "
. 'We consider that no blame whatever can be attached to the ‘store-
‘keeper for this, as the clothing was placed  in the only available stores
in Monterey provided for him by the navy agent. .~ -
. As'there is no police in Monterey, we advise that the navy store-
‘keeper hire two watchmen to'guard the building by night, if they can’
‘be had; we also further recommend 'that the clothing be distributed
among the -chips of the squadron as early as possibie, the Warrén
taking on board at once so much of it as can with convenience be
stoweds 0 L e T
R . Very respectfully, &c:, 0 o '
| . J. J. ALMY, Licutenant.” . -
... T. AUG. M. CRAVEN, Licutcnant,
o ... JOHN L. WORDEN, Licutenant. - "
-+ Commander A. K. Loxg, o o
. ' U. 8. Ship W
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IX.
COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,
~ THE COMMANDANT OF THE BOSTON NAVY-YARD, THE COMMANDER OF
 THE SLOOP-OF-WAR FALMOUTH, AND LIEUTENANT R. W. MEADE, BE-
TWEEN THE STH DAY OF MARCH AND THE 1sT DAY OF JULY, 1849,
IN RELATION TO THE APPOINTMENT AND TRANSPORTATION OF SAID
R. W. MEADE AND OTHER OFFICERS AND ENGINEERS FROM BOSTON
TO THE PACIFIC, FOR THE UNITED STATES PROPELLER EDITH.

WASHINGTON, Murch 20, 1849.

Qm In relation to the subject on which I have the honor to address
you, ¥ beg leave to refer you to the enclosed certified copy of ¢An act
makmnr ,xpproprmnon» for the naval service for the year ending 30th of
June, 1850 ” ‘and to which the Hounorable the Secretary of War has
this day called the attcntton of (mneral Jesup for unme(hate action
‘thereon.

In August, 1848 I applied for the command of the transport’ Edith,

~and your prede(,eswr, the Hon. J. Y. Mason, not having the control,
(that vessel being one of those attached to the War Dcpar nent,)
authorized me to state to the Secretary of War that he would be grati-
fied by my appointment to the Edith, and would, in that event, defray
my expenses to the scat of my command. On reference to General
Jesup, I was informed that he had selected another for the command—
a citizen, with whom he had an implied contract. The General also
stated that he had suggested the transfer to the navy of all the vessels
belonging to the War Department, and that the measure having been
_'recommendcd by the Secretary to Congress, he must decline 'mtlmpa-
ting action thercon. The reply of General Jesup was reported by me
to the Hon. John Y. Mason, who assured me that, whenever the trans-
fer was made, I should be ordered to the deth and my expenses paid
‘to my command.

I immediately called the attentxon of a few of the senators and rep-
‘*escntauvea, friendly to the navy, to the President’s message and ac-
companying documents (30th Congress, 2d session, pages 82 and 189)
having reference to. the subject. A resolution reluting to the transfér
was introduced, attachcd to the navy appropriation bill, at the close of
the session, and, having becomc a law, has been left by the Hon. J. Y.
Mason for your action.

- I would respectfully state, that the pre~cnt commander of the Edith,
'a civilian, is now in the receipt of $300 per month; that all the vessels
now under the control of the War Department are commanded by
civilians, at high salaries ; and that, by t Ik)le proposed transfer to naval
officers, an important saving would accrue to the government, amount-
ing, in the case of the Edith alone, to $3,600 per annum.

The Edith could be made efficient for the protection of our com-
merce, especially if furnished with a suvitable armaraent and crew.
-These are more neeesg?'a:ry, since the advices from our wdstern coast have
shown that no créew-under civil cnlistment can be kept; and that our
commerce may be subjected to sudden depredations, which the presence
of an armed steam-vessel, undcr a naval officer, would be suﬁicxent
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to prevent. Welghty as are the foregoing considerations, they are not
more important than that of the employment which would be afforded
to the navy.

Respectfully submlttmcr these observations, I have the honor to renew
my application, requeetmrr to be the bearer of the despatch transferring
the transport Edith, now on the Pacific coast, with orders to her as

lieutenant commandm , to perform whatevcr duty the government may -

“assign to her commandant.
I have the honor to be, very re~pectf'ully, your obedient servant, e
, - R. W. MEADE,
chutcnant United Statcs Navy J
Hon W' B. PRESTO‘\T, R
Sec7 otury of the Navy =

“SEc. 3 And be it JSurther emwtecl That the Secretary of War be,
and he is hereby, authorized and directed, in conformity with the re-
commendation contained in his annual report, to transfer to the Navy
Department such vessels now belonging to the War Department as, in
his Judgment, will promote the pubh(, mteresta '

DEPARTMEVT OF STATE, '

March 6, 1849.

~ Tcertly tha.t the above is a true extract from ¢ An act making ap-
propriations for the naval service for the year ending the th1rt1eth of

- June, one thousand elght hundred and ﬁfty no |
‘ . DERRICK,

Clugf Clerk.

.' NAVY DEPARTMENT, Aprzl 3, 1849

Sir: Proceed to Boston, Massachusetts, and’ report: to Commodore
 Downes for the command of the United States sloop-of-war Falmouth ‘

I am, respectfully, &c .

WM. BALLARD PRE_STON.
Com THoMas PeTIGRU, :

U. S. Naxy, Charleston, S C.

CHARLESTON, S. C., A]ml 7, 1849.

8m: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order of
the 3d instant. By the next steamer I will take my passage for Boston,
and will report myself to Commodore Downes without dclay, in obe-
dience to your order. :

) Very respectfully,
I 7 T. PETIGRU, _
Commander United Sta'es Naty.

Hon. W. B PRESTO\, | o

Secretary of the Navy, FF u.s]untrwn
10
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| | N Navy DEPARTMEVT, April 11, 1849

. Sm: You will proceed to San Francisco, California, and report to |
the commanding officer of the United States squadron in the Paclﬁc,
' for the command of the United States steamer Echth

I am, respectfully, &c.,
: _ WML BALLARD PREbTON
Lxeut. Rica’n W. MEeADE, -

" U. 8. Na; ¥ Was/zznazon D. C.

: WASHL*GTO\T, Apnl 11 1849.

Sir : Undcr your order of this date to report to the commanding
officer of the United States squadron in the Pacific, for the command_'
‘of the United States steamer Edith, which I shall proceed to obey, I
respectfully request to be permitted to allot to my humly one hundred‘
dolla.rs per month, and to receive the usual advance. '
: I have the honor to be, very reepectfully, your obed:ent servant,

: ~R. W. MEADE,

SR - : chutencmt United Statcs Navy.
_HOn-. Wam. BarLarp PresToN, ‘
Sccretar Y of the Z\aLy

v

Navy DEPARTMENT, Ap'rzl 14, 1849

. Sm: You are hereby detached from the frigate Raritan, and you will
proceed to Boston and report to Commodore Downes for a passage In:
the United States eloop-of-war Falmouth to the Pacific. ocean, where_
you will report to Commodore Jones for duty as acting master on board
the United States steamer Edith, when she shall have been received
from the War Department by Commodore Jones. . |
I am, re~pe<,tfu11y, &e., _
_ : WM BALLARD PRESTON
: Pa«cd Mid’n Fravcis GREGORY, .
Lmtccl States Aaz Yy New Yoﬂc

I\AVY DEPAPT\IE\T, Ap’rzl 18, 1849.-

. Sr: You are hereby dctached from the office of the Engineer-in- -
- chief, and you will proceed to Boston, Macsachu%tts, without délay,
and report to Commodore Downes for a passage in the United States
sloop-of-war Falmouth for. the Pacific ocean, “where, on your arrival,
you will report to- Cimmodore Jones for duty on board the United
‘States steamer Edith, when she shall have been received ﬁorn the War
‘Department by Cormnodore Jones.. :
I am, recpectfully, &c.,
' ‘ WM. BALLARD PRLSTON
Qecond Asst. Eng. Epwp. A. WHIPPLE, . 4
Umted Sta(cs Nar Y, ’Vas/emo-ton, D. C
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NAVY DE"ARTVIENT, Aprzl 18, 1849.

~ Sir: Proceed to. Boeton,, Maes'achueetts, without delay, and report
to Commodore Downes for a passage in the United States sloop Fal-
- mouth for the Pacific ocean, where, on your arrival, you will report to
Commodore Jones for duty on board the United St'ites steamer Edith,
when she shall have been recelved from the War Departmcnt by Com-
 modore Jones. . |

I am, cepectf'ully, &c., - S ‘ S

- WM. BALLARD PRESTON.

FlI‘St Asst Eng. WM. H. Ssock, L :
Umlecl States Nary Y, Baltimore.

Orders of similar date and’ ter;or were addressed to third assistant
_engineer John Carroll, at Philadelphia, and thll'(l assistant enmncer
“Wm. A. R. Latlmcr, at Norfolk, anma.

- WASHINGTO‘\I City, Apnl 18, 1849

~ Sir: Being ordered to report to the commandant of the Boston sta-
. tion for a passage in the United States sloop-of-war Falmouth, I would _
respectfully request that the usual advance may be pald to me in this
iy,
Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD A. W’HIPPLE

Second Assistant Engincer U. S. Navy
Hon WM. B. PresToN, : -
Secretary qf the l\az B

BALTmonE, MD., Aprzl 19, 1849

~ Smr: T bad t'ne honor to receive, this day, orders from. the depart—
ment to proceed to Boston, and report for passage in the United States
sloop-of-war Falmouth to 1he Pauhc, for the purpose of joining the
~ steamer Edith. =~ : |
I would re~pcctfullv beg of the dcpa.rtment a revocation of these
~orders, in favor of first d%xstant engineer Naylor C. Dav1s, esg- who ‘
is, T undcr~tand very anxious to go to that station. ‘ :
I ask the favoxable consideration of the department to my request
under the following circumstances: that out of all the service I have per-
- formed in the navy, two-thirds hus been on board smail steamers, under
~ the disadvantages attending the saume. Going out as senior cngineer, .
my expenses wxll be so much augmented as to Teave but a small amount
to support my family during so long an absence as mine would be.

Ve 1e=pcctfu11y,
v WM. H. SHOCK,
First Assistant Engineer U. S. N.

.'Hon. W B. Prestox, ‘
- Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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NAVY YA.RD, BOSTON, Apnl 19 1849

Sm: I respectfully inform the department that I have this day re-
ported to Commodore Downes for passage to the Pacific ocean in the |
- United States eloop-of-war Falmouth in obedxence to. thelr order of the

-14th instant.
B I am, su, respectfully, _ : ‘
_ FRANLIS GREGORY -

_ ' Actmg Masler U S. Steamer Educ..
. Hon. W BALLARD PRESTON, S _

. Secrctary qf the Nm: ) Waskmo-lon, D. C

Forwarded _ : L
- JNO. DOWNES.

: CoE Bos'rov, Mass., Aprzl 20, 1849
qm I have the honor to advise the department of having reported
myself to Commodore Downes, in obedlence to your order of e 3d
instant. :
‘ Respectfully, ‘
I : T. PETIGRU,
o Commander U.. S. Navy.
Hon. W. B. PresTon, _ o - -
Q’ccretary of the Navy, Washington.
- Forwarded: - T
R JNO. DOVVNES.

NonrOLK, VA April 20, 1849.

~ Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of my orders, and
-~ will proceed to Boston without delay.
Ve1y respectfu]ly, your obedient. servant, ‘
WM. A. R LATIMER,
Third Asszstant Envmm U 8. N(w Y-
Hon VVM B PRESTON, : _ , _
Secretary of the Ncwy :

NA.VY DEPARTME\T, Aprzl "l 1849. .

Sm You are authonzed to rate Charles C. Hunter (upon bis report-
ing) as master’s mate, and to transfer him by the Falmouth to the Pa—
“cific station, for service on board the stcamer Edith.

Hc will receive twenty-five dollars per month and one ration.

: : I am, respcctfully, yours,
WM. BALLARD PRESTON
Commodore Joux Dowx~Es,
Commanda;zt Navy Yard, Boston, M'ass
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 Navy DEPARTME\’I’, April 21, 1849 _

Sir: Your letter of the 19th instant has been received. '

- Your order to take passage in the sloop Falmouth, for duty on board
. the steamer Edith, in the Pacific, is hereby revoked.

You ‘will proceed to New York without delay, and report to Lieut.

'Commanding 8. P. Lee, for duty on board the United States steamer.

Lcgars, attached to the Coast Survey.
' I am, respectfully, &c “ o
WM. BALLARD PRESTON

Flrst Ass t Eng’r Wn. H. SHoCK,
U. 8. Nav Ys Baltzmore, M'd

' I\AVY DEPARTME\’T, April 21, 1849.

- Sir: Proceed to Boston, Massachusett without delay, and report
to Commodore Downes for a passage in the United States sloop Fal-

mouth, for the Pacific ocean, where you will report to Commodore =

Joucs for duty on board ‘the United States stcamer Edith, when she
shall be recmved trom the War Department by Commodore Jones.
T am, respectfully, &c., -
- WM. BALLARD PRESTON.

Fu‘st Ass’t Eng’ r Nayror C. Davis,
o U S Nary, South Mwldlcton, N.Y.

SOUTH MIDDLETOV, April 23, 1849.

Sir: Havmo learned from Mr. John K. Mathews that he has been
ordered to the Umted States steamer Massachusetts, in the Pacific, and
he being desirous of being relieved from that duty in consequence of
_ sickness in his family, I would most respectfully request to be ordered
" to that vessel in his stead.

I have the honor to bc, Sir, most respectfu]ly, your obedient servant, _
N. C. DAVIS, _ B
First Ass’ tEnO' r U. S. N.

Hon W B. PnEs'rov,
Secretary qf the Navy, Waslnﬂgton, D. C’

Navy Yarp, Bos'ro*\, Aprzl 24, 1849.

Sir: Since my admission to the navy, two-thirds of the duty I have
pcrformed has been in small steamers, from one of which I was sent
prostrated and unfit for duty (the Spitfire,) and after a short service in
the Mississippi, was condemned and sent home unfit for anything like
duty. I feel now the effects of that sickness at times. I was in hopes
that I should have been ordered to a larger ship, where the duty of my
present rank would not be so arduous, and my expenses less. I there- :
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- fore respectfully beg that my orders to the Edith ma.y be revoked a.nd -
that I may-be ordered to the Mississippi.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedtent servant,
‘ 4 ‘WM. H. SHOCK,

‘ ‘ sz Asszsmnt En«rmecr U S N |
Hon. WM BALLARD PRESTON, .

o= Secretary qf the Z\ary, Waskmgton, D C. -
Fo_rwarded I o o JNO DOW”\*ES

. CHARLESTOWV Navy YAm),
: - Boston, April 24, 1849.

_ Sm 1 have the honor 1o mform the department that I have this day
' 'reporte(l to Commeodore Downes, in obedlenco to orders of 1he 18th for
passage n the Falmouth. _
Very respectfully, _ _ ‘
B - WM. H. SHOCK,

First Assistant Engincer U. S. N.
Hon W. B. Pm-:s'ro*\r, o _ -

- Secretary United States Z\av ¥ Was]czno'ton

Forwarded o
: JNO DOWNES S

' Commandant Navy Yard.

[Recelved per telegraph ] . :
' | Bos'rov, April 25, 1849.

Present crew: of Edith under 01v1l contract, and will certaunly leave -
on her transfer to navy; permission respectfully requested to ship a
crew here for her, to go out in Falmouth. Orders respectfully asked
 for executive officer to get, on requisition from bureaux, articles actually
. necessary for her, and master to get chronometer and charts.

R. W. MLADL chutenant
Hon. BA_.LLA.RD PR.ES.TON,
Secretary Navy. -

" Navy Yarp, Boston,
_ - - April 25, 1849.
| Sm 1 have the honor to inform you that I have this day reported
- 'to Commodore Downe8, in obedience to your orders of the 18th, for
_'passage in the United States sloop-of-war Falmouth. |
- Respectfully, your obedient servant,
o | - WM. A. R. LATIMER _
' ' Tlnrd Assistant Encrzneer U. 8. Navy
Hon W. B. PRESTON, ‘ _
Sccretary of the Navy.

- Forwarded - o | 3 | o
- JOHN DOWNES, Commandanz.
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NAVY DEPARTME\T, o
April 26, 1849.

SIR Your telegraphm debpatch of yesterday s date bas been re-
celved o
The de artment was aware, when you received your orderq for the
- «Edith,” that she was under the command of civilians, and that her
crew were enlisted under civil contract. The department cannot
" authorize you to ship ‘a crew in the United States. The necessary
- orders for that purpose have already been given to Commodore Jones,
- in reference to her crew. Theproper instruments are now on board,
and will be_turned over with the vessel, and Commodore Jones can
supply any instrument or cha.rts whlch may be wanted, without i Incon-
Vvenience.
' I am, respectﬁﬂly, ‘your obedlent serv'ant, |
- WM BALLARD PRESTON.

- Licutenant R. W. MEaDE,
Umted States ’\av s Boston.

NAVY Y ARD, BOSTON, .
" Commandant’s Office, April 26, 1849.

qIR I have the honor to inform you that a crew has been put on" |
board the Falmouth this day, and to-morrow her powder will be put on
board ; and so soon as the surgeon and gunner report, she W111 beready
for sea.

The followmcr—named officers ‘have reported for that service:

Commander Thomas Petigru; Lieutenant John De Camp; Lieuten-
ant Francis B. Renshaw; Lieutenant George M. ‘White; Assistant Sur-
- geon T. M. Gunnell; Purser William B. Hartwell; Passed Midshipman

William K. Bndfre, Passed Midshipman John Madlgan, Passed Mid-
shipman Peter Wager; Acting Master Henry S. Newcomb ; Boatswain
Charles Johnson; Acting Carpenter Lewis Holmes; Actmg Sailmaker
- Lewis Rogers; Acting Mldshlpman William McN. Armstrong; Mid-
‘shipman J ohn N. Quackenbush; Acting Midshipman Edward T. Sped-
‘den; Acting Midshipman Blucher H. Tabb; Passed Midshipman Fran-
cis Gregory, (passenger;) 1lst Assistant Engmeer Wm. H. Shock; 1st
Assistant Engineer John K. Mathews; 2d Assistant Engineer Theodore
Aeller, 3d Assistant Engineer William A. R. Laumer

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

, JOHN DOVV ES, Commandanz

Hon WiLLian B. PresToN,

Sccretary of the Navy, Wa,shmaton

R

CHARLESTOWN NAVY YARD, ‘
- April 26, 1849.

Sig: I hercv 1th enclose requisitions for certain stores for the use of
the stcamer Edith, for’ whrch I ask your approxal and the nccessa.ry



' order to carry them out in the Falmouth, under the charge of Acting
Master F. Gregory, the master of the Edith. L
The articles réquired are actually necessary, and are not on board
~ of the Edith, by the inventory which was furnished me by the Quarter- -
- master General United:States army, at New York. - o -
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SRSUE AR - R.W.MEADE, o
- oo . . . Liutenant U. S. N.
Hon. Wum. BaLLarp PresToN, -~ .. . -
o - Secretary of the Navy, Waszmgton,D C.

Unttep StATES NAVY YARD,
R - Boston, Massachusetts, April 26, 1849.
- Sir: There are required for the United States steamer Edith, now in
- the Pacific, the folldwing articles in master’s department: - R
Two smooth logs; two memorandum books; two account books; two
blank books; one expenditure book; one receipt book; ten quires log
- paper; ten quires foolscap paper; four quires letter paper; one parallel
ruler; twenty lead pencils; sixty slate pencils; one hundred quills; six -
log slates; three chronometers; two sextants; two nautical almanacs;
“two brass compasses; two wood compasses; two boat’s compasses;
. one telltale; one barometer; one night-glass; one spy-glass; one hour- -
glass; one half-hour glass; 5.14' glass; 5.28" glass; one artificial hori-
- zon; one weather-test; one Bowditch’s Navigator ; oné Maury’s Naviga-
tor; one set signals; one signal book and Winder’s register; four bin- .
* nacle lamps; six deck lanterns; six signal lanterns; two patent leads; -
- four log reels; six log lines; six hand lines; twelve signal halliards;
‘two air thermometers; four water thermometers; five trumpets; forty-
eight meteorological tables; four log abstracts; one set Wilkes’s Survey;
‘one Ward’s Gunnery and Steam; one compass watch. -
‘Respectfully, &c., o R .
o o FRANCIS GREGORY, N
- BIECENE - Acting Master U. 8. 8. Edith.
- Approved. ‘ S | | :
Received of Seth J. Thomas, navy storekeeper, the above men-
- tioned articles. - : R '

U~iTeDp STATES NAVY YARD,

T o Boston, Massachusctts, —, 184—.

~ Sir: There are required for the United States stcamer Edith, now in -

the Pacific, the following articles in gunner’s department: ‘

'Eleven Colt’s revolving pistols; thirty Jenks’s patent carbines; thirty

cutlasses; thirty pistols; one gun-carriage for a 32-poundcr; one 82-
pounder gun. . - . - o -

- Respectfully, &c.,

_FRANCIS GREGORY,
o Acting Master U. 8. S. Edith.
Approved. ' - '
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: Recelved of Seth J Tbomas, navj, storclxeeper, the above men-.
g'.uoncd artlcles C G ‘ :

U‘TITED STATES NAVY YArD, C
T Boston, Massackusctts, 1Q4- ,
3 SIR There are roqulred for the United States steamer Ed1th now in ‘,
R the Pacific, the. following articles in the boatswain’s department
.~ One 6-fatliom seine, seven fect long; two hary poons; two pair: gram
twelve cod lines; one gross assorted hoolm, ﬁfty pounds 18'1(] for <1nk-
" ers; two shark: hooka, anh cham anoods o .

Respectfully, _ = '
o FRANCIS GREGORY Con
| L Actm«r Zi[aster U S S Eclztk

Approv ed.

 Received of Seth. J. Thomas, navy =torel\ceper, thc above men-
"tloned art1c1es o . o .

S e BOSTO‘I, Alle/, 1849
‘ Sm I 1cspectfully 'lsk that the dep'trt*nent will give the nccessary
order to the navy agent at this place authorizihg lnm to allow me the
~ same advance as the officers of thc E almouth w h1ch he now. obJecta to
- for ‘want of proper authonty ‘ _
. “The:Fourth Auditor, in the cas‘c‘ 'o'f Llcutenant Commandmor Meade,'
has ‘commenced his duty pay from’the day he leaves his. dOIIllC]l in’
~ obedience to his orders. 1t being an - éstablished rule of the service, I
: rcspcctfull) ask that the same construcuon may be placed upon myself .
1 am, reapcctfully >
I:RA‘ICIS GREGORY e
‘ Actmg l\lastcr U. S S Edztk
Hon WM BALLARD Pm:srov, o
Scacm? y of zhe Z\av_/, W as}uno-zon, D C’

e
' .

NAVY YARD, Bosrov, S
L A_przl 27, 1049

, Sm I have the honor to mform the department that T have this day«f
'reported to Commodore John Downes for ‘a ‘passage in'United States
sloop-of-war, Falmouth agrecably to mstructlons under date of Apul_
21 1849 '

I am, very respcctf‘ully, your ohedlent servrmt, Co
o 'N.'C.'DAVIS,
' o R Fmt Asmtant Eno'mcw' U S J\aty
Hon erNI B Pm:s'rov, ERRN :
' Secnlarj q/' the Aav_/, Waskzmrton, D C

Fomarded JOHN DOWNES
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D " ~ Bosron, A_pnl 30, 1849,

Sm I respectfully requeat penmssmn to ship a servant, to wait upon
- me in my passage out to the Pacific in the Falmouth, and that; on my
arrival there, I may take him w1th me to act m the same capac1ty on

board the ¢« Edith.” 4
I am, 1eapectfu11 '
FRANCIS GREGORY

Actmo' ]lIasZcr U. S S Edztk

Hon ‘War. Batzarp Prestoy,
Sccretary qf the l\aby, Was}nno'ton, _D C.

NAVY Yarp, Bos:ro*\f J‘Iay 1, 1849.

: SIR I have the honor to inform the department that I have this day,
' reported to Commander Josiah Tatnall for a passage in the United
~ States sloop-of-war Falmouth, arrreeably to instructions 1ece1ved under
_ date of April 18, 1849..

I am, very respe(,tﬁﬂly, your obedient servant, o
_ - EDWARD A. WHIPPLE,

Second Assistant Encrmeer.

Hon WM BALLARD Presron,
: - Secretar: J qf thq.Ncwy, Was/mwton, D. C
~ F orwarded: R |
S JOSIAH TATNALL

Commandmo'

Navy YARD, Bos'rov, Ma y 1, 1849

QIR I have the honor to inform the department that T have this day
reported to.Commander Josiah Tatnall for a passage in the United
- States sloop-of-war F almouth, acrccably to matructwna reccived under -
~ date of Apnl 18, 1849. .

I am, rc\pectfull) 'your obedient servant,
: JOHN CARROLL,

.[ /md 1.»z.stcmt En guneer.

Hon WM BALLARD Preston, :
becntary of the Nuvy Ys PVas]zz,m{on, D. C

. Forwarded . S ‘
L . = JObIAH TATNALL, _
- ‘ ' Commandma. |

‘ DVITED Stares Surer FarmouTH,
Boston, May 1, 1849.

3 Sm I have the honor to acl\novxlcdrre the receipt of your order of
the 26th ultimo, dxrectmrr me to proceed with the Falmouth to the
- Pacific, and report to Commodore Jones. It shall be obeyed with the
least possible d:,lay, but some daya Imust transpire bcforc thc ship vull
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‘ be rea.dy to leave port . Her draurrht now is two and a half feet’ ‘more,
forward than aft: to brmrr her.into better trim, a good deal of alteration
in the stowage of the, provisions in the hold is. necessary. Her com-
plement of seamen is 1ot full, and the ‘surgeon for the ahlp has not. yet
reported himself.’ I ask instructions from the department respecting
‘persons who have not been shxpped at the rendezvous. I allude in
particular to the ship’s, steward.  Will he be, like the rest of the crew,
subject to, the: discipline of ‘the navy? ' I request that all who desire it

_may be permitted to leave part of their pay to their families at home..
Should it not be 1ncompat1b1 with the views of the dep*u'tmcnt, I
would respectfuﬂy ask permis¥®n to, touch at the island of Madeira on
our passage out; it will probably not prolonrr the voyage a. day, and be
of service to the health and comfort of the crew.. SR .

I am, respectfuhy, ‘ | |
T, PETIGRU -
Comm(mdmfr U. S b/uzz Falmoutk

NAVY DEI’ARTMEVT, e
L ‘ : : ‘May 2, 1849, -
Sm' The depax“cment dcchncs grantmo your 1equest of the 301h'
' ultxmo, for permission to ship aservant to accompany you to the Pamﬁ(,, :
‘ and to act in, that capacity on board the, Edith, R

I am, respectfully, youra,
: . e L WARRINGTON ,
' o | Actmo' Secretary
Paased Mldehlpman FRANCIS GREGORY, o L
: Umled States Nar _/, Boston, Massackmeus. R

R Bosrov, MAss., J‘IU2 1849

Sm I*mdmrr "the Lmted qtaf:es ehip Fahnouth in .a, much more .
crowded condmon than we hud anticipated previous to ‘our arrival
here, we deem it advisable, respectfully, to: apply to the dcpartmcnt'
for_some: other mode of conveyance for passage to the Pacific. It is
probable 'we shall have a long g passage if we go. around Cape Hornj and
1n'the cramped and crowdul ‘manner in which we will be oblmed t0
live, having 'ten passengers in ‘the steerage, we shall certamly be sub-
Jeeted toa m:eat and -unusual want of comfort, (as:w ¢ll ‘as the officers
of the’ %hlp themselvee ) . We.are induced to make this’ apphcatlon after
.examining the mccommodatlons of the shlp, 4nd con~ult1n<r W. lth the-'
officers.. R L
VVe have the honor to be, very respectf‘ully, vour obedxent eervanta, :
: ' NCDAVIS 1stAsstEn¢r U.8 N, -
".J. J. HANSON, Passed Mid. U. 8. N ]

‘R, SELDEN P(LSSI’d ﬁfzd U S N v

Hon. ’Ww BALLARD PRESTON, ‘
o Scc'remry qf the  Navy, Washmgton. :

Tlua apphcauon meets wuh my approbatlon. oo
P L o TP]:TIGRU"'=



S BOSTON, Mrzy 3, 1849

‘ qm. I have thls day reported for passage on board the “Falrnouth”
: sloop-of'-vvar for duty on board the United States steamer “Edith,” in
.the Pacific. - While I'take pleasure in conforming to all orders received
* from the depa.rtment, in this case I cannot but e*cpress 'to you my.
deep regret in leaving the United States' before havmg another oppor-
tunity to o justice to myself before’ another board 'of examiners, as
" upon my- last examination, I did not, I.am cofident, do Jjustice to my
qualifications; which isa source of regret to me. - After' my return from.
the gulf squadroq, I had permission tojtiend. an examination for pro-
* motion; but not giving satisfaction, although having served an. appren-
: t1cesh1p, having faﬂed .on some theoretlca] points, T would request, if
~I'may do S0 with propriety, an exchange with some dther of the assist-
-ant engineers, who has recently entered; and I would also respectfully
‘fequest orders for this sta.tlon n place of Mr. Lynch who has recelved
- leave of absence. . SR :
I am, s1r, with: rncat respcct, our obedlent servant, L
O , ... JOHN CARROLL o
' Tlm‘d Asszstant Ena'mcc'r U S N
Hon. VV'vr. B PRESTON' L
| Sccrctary of the l\/az J

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 5, 1849

GENTLEVIEV Your letter of the 2d instant has been received. Your
“request to be serit out to'the Pacific in some other mode than on:board .
‘the Falmouth cannot be granted. ' The department indulges the-hope’
“that this commumcatxon wﬂl scarcely reach you bcfore thc Fa.lrnouth
isatsea. .o oot n S o s
I am, respectfully, your obedlent servant,
Lo R L. WARRINGTON

. : e Actma' Swremr y of the Navy. _/ .
-_Messrs. N C DAVIS, Frrst Ass'zsmnt Eno'mec'r, J. T, HA\:SOV, Passed

NAVY YARD, Bosro‘\r, S '
Commanclam s Office, May 15, 1849

Sm I hwc the honor to. lnform you ‘that the United States sloop-of-"

' war Falmouth weighed anchor- this morning at 8 o *clock, and | dropped.
“down the harbor wrth the lntentron of procccdmcr to sea, ha.vmof been'
prevroud} inspected my ‘me. TR

- Re~pectfullv ‘ your obedxent scrvant, o -

‘ S JOSIAH TAT\ALL

' i Commandmo- Oﬁc'er. .

Hon. WM. B Pm:srov, L 3
:Sccrctury of the l\az Ys ﬂ kmvton, D C
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UVH‘ED STATES Smp FALVIO'L TH,
: May 16, 1849.

SIR In obed1ence to your order of the 26th of April, I now have
- the honor to report the “Falmouth” at sea. The pilot will leave the. .
- .ship as soon as he receives this communication, which he is to dchiver
to the post office in Boston. 'In prosecuting the voyage, Ishall endeavor
~ to follow strictly your mstrucuona, and hope to mcnt the approbatlon
- of the department ' S
_ I am, very r-cspectfully co T
| S . T, PETIGRU Commander o
Hon. VV BALLARD PRESTO"I, ' o .
Secretary qf the Navy, FVashmO'ton, .D C.

: - "New YORK, Ma_/ 22, 1849.
Sm 1 havc the honor to 1nform the dcp'xrtment that I proceed by -
the Crescent City to obey my orders of 11th April, 1849.
~ E. Zuchrisson, esq., has kindly advanced me the sum of sic- lmn(lrc(l'
dollars, on afount of my travelling expenses. I therefore respect-
- fully request the department to authorize the payment of the same by
 the navy agent of this port, for which I shall hold myself 'tccountablc -

1 have the. honor to be, very respectfully,
‘ R. W MEADE

Lzeutenant Commandmo- U S. 7\au/

Hon. W'M BALLARD PRESTON, :
Sccretary of the Ncwy, W’aslcmoton City.

[ ]
e

"Navy DEPARTMIE\T; |
-  May 24, 1849,
Sm Youl letter of the 22d instant has been received.

The department ha. determined to authorize the payment. of the -

“sum ($600) which you obtained from Mr. Zachrisson for travelling to
‘California. You should not have riade such a negouatlon, but should
have applied to the department in the usual manner. You will here-
‘after be particular in conforming to the rules which govern in such
‘cases. They cannot be depa.rted from. = : :

: : I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. BALLARD PRESTOV.
Lieutenant R W. MEADE,. :

Ap pomted lo command U | S Steamer Edz(h m the Paczﬁc,
' San I'mncwco, Caly fbrma.
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Papers accompanying Commodore Thomas Ap Cateshy Jones’s letter of the
14tk of February, 1853, addressed to the Hon. Linn Boyd, Speakcr of

" the House of Representatives. = ' R
. Authenticated copies of six official papers relating to the repairs on
“the steamer Edith’s machinery, and the ‘erection ot a steam saw-mill,
belonging to the navy, at San Francisco, in 1849. = o

Copy of a letter from Commodore Jones to the Hon. S. R. Mallory, .
of the Scnate, in relation to Lieutenant R. W. Meade’s confessions and

doings in California, August and September, 1849. - |

- Colonel William M. Steuart’s deposition in relation to the contract
- with William A. Parker, for erecting a government steam saw-mill at

San Francisco.. ‘ S ‘ o
. Mr. Joseph R. Curtis’s letter in relation to Lieutenant Meade’s know-
wngly false allegation about coal said to have been sold from the Edith. -
- A letter from Colonel J. Collier, collector of customs for the district
~of San Francisco, 1849-'50, to Commodore Jones, touching his general
- and conservative conduct in the discharge of his complicated ‘and ex-
traordinary duties in California during the same periO({). L

A.

Tothe Hon. FrEDERICK P. STANTON, chairman of the Commattec on Naval
‘ : - Affairs, House of Representatives: :

~S1r: After reading this communication, you will probably recollect
- that I had the honor to put into your hand, in your committee-room, on
or about the 25th of February, 1852, a lctter requestingeyou to ask for -
authority to examine witnesses under oath, touching certain false alle~
gutions against my official conduct as commander of the Pacific squad-
ron, brought to the notice of the Committee on Naval Affairs by Lieu-
tenant R. W, Meade, of the navy. Learningaccidentallv—not, however,
. until the 10th instant—that Lieutenant Meade had renewed his libellous
attacks on me, aided now by a member of the House, (Hon. Edward
- Stanly,) known to be extremely inimical to me, I addressed you on the
spot, and in most earnest terms reiterated my request to you to ask au-
- thority of the House to take testimony in-due form, as well for as
against me; and in this last communication I named several most re-
- spectable witnesses from California, then within the walls of the Capi-

tol, whose testimony would corroborate several official papers now
in Washington, proving Lieutenant Mcade’s allegations to be utterly
destitute of truth, and that either perjury or forgery, if not both, have
been resorted to to give a semblance of plausibility to the ez parte
tirades under which your table must literally groan. S
~ If I am correctly informed as to thc nature of Lieutenant Meade’s
chief allegation aguinst me, it is, in substance, that certain mechanics,
- (one Francis 3. Varran or Francis Varran, in particular, but under both
- names styvling himself chief enginecr of a vesscl called the Edith,) while

i the pay ot the United States, by my order, under the fulse pretence
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. of repam g the United States steam propeller Edlth’s engine and ma-
chxnery in the Bay of San Francisco, July and August, 1849 (“which
engine and machinery were in perfect order and needed no repairs, and
none were put on them,”) were kept constantly employed by Lieuten-
ant James McCormick, of the jnavy, with my knowledge and approba-
~ tion, from sunrise to aunset, on his (Lieutenant McCorm1cL’<) “prop- .
- erty, the mill.” _
Such, Ibelleve, is the qubstance of Mr. Meade’s allevatmns before
the committee, and which he attempts to establish by the ez parte dep-
- ‘psition. of Francis S. Varran, above alluded to.” I am sure a mere
- glance at the paper purporting to be Francis 8. Varran’s deposition
will show it, by 1ts strange contradlcuons, to be utterly unworthy of be-
lief, as well as by his first testimony, given on board the Edith, by Fran--
- cis Var ram, her enginecer, about the time she was transferred to my squad-
ron, (June, 1849,) and on whose evidence mainly the contract for the .
- repairs reported by the boatd of survey was made with Mr. Siewerts,
- a most respectable, scientific, as well as practlcal engineer. =
Now I most respectfully ask the committee, before whom L have been
- so maliciously ancl) clandestinely -assailed, to call on Lieutenant Meade

- for the proofs. of his allegations. 'Let h1rn aive the names, stations, rates

of pay, when and- by whom paid, of each “and every person whom he

~ alleges to have been i pay of the government while employed on private
contracts. Justice to the public, as s well as t> myself and others impli-
cated by Lieutenant Meade, demands this_course. Let me confront
my accusers, be they whom they may, and their witnesses. That is
all T ask; it is Wha.t, under the constitution, I am entitled to claim.
Surely the committee, will not conderun me, directly or indirectly, upon.
‘ez parie testimony from any source, but especially upon the evidence of
- one who essays to show cause for hxs deep-rooted and uncompronnsmcr '
- mahce towards me. .

A—No. 1.

San FRA’\CISCO, sze 25, 1849.

Sm. Froma personal examination of the propeller Edith, and from
information gathcrcd from the engiueer, I think the ’tollowma work and -
repairs will be necessary: a new shaft, the insertion of “which will
‘cause the removal of the whole machinery; three new tubes (perhaps
‘a few more) for the condensing apparatus.

The work will employ four mechanics for a <pace of two or three
months.

I will pay the four mechanics, prowded they are fod and lodfred, and
‘undertake the whole for $3,500. " I shall want two sailors for cleanm(r
machmery and giving general assistance; and in- case very heavy
-pieces arc to be moved, as many men as will be necessary f01 the same.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ‘ ARTHUR qIEWERTS

‘Commodore C. P. JonEes.
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-The foreoroma is a true copy, made by me this day from the onrrmal_
in the hands of Commodore "Thos. Ap C.Jones.

_ _ J,‘ T. GORDON.

| A—No 2.

Sax Fxmcrsco, sze 26, 1849.

| ' Commander A. K. Long, Lieutenant Commandmo E. L. Handy,
Lieutenant Jas. McCormick, and Acting Carpenter James R. Phﬂhps,
of the Warren, assisted by one or two engineers, if they can get any to

- act with them, will hold a carcful survey on the steam-engine and ma- "

chinery of the United States propeller Edith, and report their condi-
tion, and, if any, what repairs are md.lspensable to put thern in good

workmg order.
- THOS. AP C. JONES :
Commandw-m—duq/' U. 8. Nazal Forccs, I’aaﬁcoccan

Thc foreﬂomfr is a true copy, made by me this day from the ormndl '

in the hands of Commodore Thos. Ap C. Jones.
' : - o J.T. GORDON.

. - A—No. 3.

" U.S. Steam ProreLLER EnrTH,
Off San Francisco, June 26, 1549.
“Str: In obedience to your order of this date, we have held as strict
-and careful a survey on the machinery and engines of this vessel as
-~ practicable, and report that we find the ouz-board shaft much worn in

- the sleeve; also, three of the condensing tubes leaky and requiring to

~ be replaced by new ones; and are of the opinion these repairs cannot be
‘effected, in consequence of the want of facilities, in less space of time
~ than two months, under the most favorable circumstances.
~The shaft will require to be replaced by a new one, now on boatd
the Massachusetts
' ALK, LON G, Commander.
E. L. HANDY, Licut. Commanding.
JAS. McCORMICK, Lieutenant.
D. C. BROOKS, ‘ '
Chief Engincer of the 0780'072'
" FRANCIS VARRAN,
Chief Engincer of the Edith.
JAMES R. PHILLIPS,
Carpenter U. 8. 8. Warren.

The f’merromfr is a true COpY, made by me this d'L) from the original
in 1hc hands of Co'mnodoxe Thos. Ap C. Jones.
J. T. GORDON.
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. A—No.a. | I
SA\T FRA\TCISCO, June 27, 1849.

Havmrr this day entered into contract with Arthur Siewerts, engineer
and machlmst, for the repairs needed on the Edith’s engines and machin- |
ery, you will take her to Sancilito and there safely anchor her, and will
-'glve your personal supermtendence to the work to be done, seeing that
the terms and conditions of the contract, a copy of which Purser . M.
Price will furnish you, are faithfully complied with, with as little delay-
as possible. . When more labor is required to move the machinery, -
you are to inform Commander Long, of the Warren, or other senior -
officer present, who will detail the necessary force, and Wdl also supply
any material which may be reqmred ,

- Jas. McCormick,

Lzeutenant Commanding.

- The foregomcr is a true copy, made by me this day from the ormnal, .
~in the hands of Commodore Thos. Ap C.Jones.
: R B T, GORDON.

_ A—-N 0. 5.

- U. S. Surp WARREV,
Bay of San Francisco, August 10, 1849,

- Sir: The followmg report contains all the p':rtlculars that T deem
worth_y of note since your departure. Ihave discharged five men, their
term of service having expired. '

Charles McGraw, corporal of marines, depmrted this lnfe on the 15th
ult.; also, on the 29th, Jacob \Vlllmma, a civilian, taken-on board in a
dying condition. -

* Lieutcnunt R. 'W. Meade rcported for duly as commandcr of the
Edith; but Ithought the duties of the Edith would be facilitated by
- Lieutenant 7\I(,Cornnck continuing in command, until the work thh
which he is charged is accomphahed
" The Massachusetts arrived fror Benicia on the 30th ult., and on the
following day was transferred to the command of Licutenant Knox.
Immedmtely on her arrival, I took from her the shaft belonging to the
Edith, and sailed tor Sancilito, to render the Edlth aswtancc, and fill
~ up our water.. x

On the 31st, the storeahlp I‘redoma arrived. '
~_ August 1st, the surveying schooner Ewing arrived, and put on board
the Warren five men who had deserted from the Fredonia at Valparaiso.

Lieutenant Commanding Neville says she does not want these men,
and as we are very short-handcd 1 ‘Tequest they may be allowed to
remain here.

I have four cnmmals on board received at the rcquest of the civil
“authoritics, until the governor is heard from respecting - the1r sentence,
which cannot be carried into eﬁ"ect without hla aid.

11 '
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The : accr;mpanymg lclters from Colonel leth and Licutcnant Com-
- manding Knox, and my answers thercto, will show you what action has .
" been taken with regard to.the Massachusetts. :
1 dm, sxr, very respectfully your obcdlcnt <crv1‘nt,
, _ _ A. K LONG,

' : - Lommandcr.

Commodoxe THos. AP C. JO\TES, ‘
Cummandc; ~in-chief U. S Nuzal Forees, Paci c ocean. -

- The forcgomg is a true copy, made by me this duy h om thc original
in the handa of Commodore “Lhos. Ap C. Jones.
o . J. T. GORDON

DISTRICT OF COLL\IBIA, City of Washington, to wit:

Be it known, and it is hercby certified, that on the 18th.day of Feb-
‘ruary, 1853, before me, James H. Causten, notary. public, personally
appeared J oln T. Gordon, of said city, a person of respectability to me
known, and bcnm duly sworn according to law, did declare and say,
that the '1fmcrromrr paper writings, numbered 1, 2, 8, 4 and 5, are true

and faithful ‘,ople~ of ‘the originals whercof thcy purport to be copies,

the same having been by him carefully compared with said originals -
- and found o agree therewith word for word, and figure for figure.

In testimony whereof, I have hereto subscribed iny name and affixed
[L. &] ‘my notarial scal, at the city of Wa~hmrrton, on the day, month,‘

and year bcfore written.
: : JAMES H. CAUSTEN,
Notary Public.

A—NOn 6.
' [No. 91 on Commodore Jones's letter-book.] -

FrAc-sHIP SAVANNAH,
Benicia, Januanr y 28, 1850.

Sm: In comphancc with your call, under date of December 1, I
* have the Lonor herewith to-enclose a copy of my contract with Robert
A. Parker, of San Francisco, for erccting and putting in operation the
~ steam saw-mill sent by order of the Navy Departmcnt to this station
in 1848 and 1849. ‘
When I first rcached qzm Francisco, in ’\ovembcr, 1848, I found
parts of the etc'lm-enmnc, machinery, and saw-mill had arrived in a
-military transport ;- and, in the absence of any vesscl or officer of the
navy—the squadron not having arrived from Lower Culifornia—the
parts above alluded to were carclcssly thrown on shore, partly in the
water, at Sun Francisco, and in a very perishing state ; nor was it in
my power to place them in a much better condition, for all that I could
do was to collcct the parts and stow them i in an opcn yard, as it was
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impossible to obtain dry storage in San Francisco at that tiinc, nor since,
that would not, exclusive of the expense of moving, have amounted to
more; in a single month, for house-rent, thap:the first cost of a perfect
mill. As to erccting this mill by any means¥at my command, that was .
entircly out of the question, for our men, about these times, could not
be trusted on shore to supply themselves with provisions and water.

- The only alternative left me, to avoid utter ruin and destruction of
the mill and machinery, was the expedient adopted, wherchy the mill
“has been preserved from destruction and“is now availuble for uny work:
that may be required for the nuvy ; or it could be sold to advautage, -
should the department prefer it. _ T
In the course adopted, I was not a little encournged by the example
sct by the other brauch of the service, in the disposition made ot their
mills out here ; and another consideration, teo, which had great weight -
with me in so disposing of the mill, was the destitution of, and exorbi-
‘tant price of, building-materials at San Francisco, so much needed. to

shelter the in-pouring population. I |
The mill has been set up by Mr. Parker, under a close house, on the
beach at Sancilito, the watering-place of the port of 8an Francisco,
and not very distant from abundance of red-wood, which is rafted to
the mill. The ground upon which the mill stands is within fifty raras
“of high-water mark, which, according to all Mexican grants, may be
claimed without price by the government, for its use whenever required.
"The expense of setting up the mill, and the building to cover it, ex-
ceeds, by two or three times, the first cost and transportation of the
mill to its present location. Under these circumstances, I shall await
your further orders before I annul the contract with Mr. Parker.
~ I shall, however, notify him to be prepared to surrender the premises
on the 30th day of April, by which time your orders can be received.
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
S THOS. AP C. JONES,
S - Commander-in-clicf U. 8. Naval Forees, Pucific ocean.
‘Hon. Wx. Barraro PresTON, :
‘ Secretary of the Navy.

- Nore.—The foregoing lctter (No. 91) to the Secretary of the Navy
was in responsc to his order, reccived middle of Junwvary, 1850, to trans- -
fer the saw-mill to which it alludes to the navy agent at San Francisco.
My letter and explanations must have been entirely satisfactory to Mr.
“Preston, as the return mail brought me a counter order, with instruc-
tions to continue the contract until the mill should fully rcimburse the
contractors the amount or cost of sctting it up.. But the tables were
now’ turned : notice of the probable termination of the contract, by
- order of the Navy Department, had been duly served on Parker & Co.,
who, in conscquence thercof, had let the winter (the scuson for floating -
heavy logs down the small streams) pass without collecting - saw-]Jogs
-to keep the mill in work; so that, when the Sceretary’s approvel of the

contract and order to continue it in force reached e, }’ur‘kc‘r, or his
assignees—for he had previously failed in business—declined a continu-
‘ance of the contract, and claimed indemnification, under u certain arti-
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. de of the contract, 1n<erted for the avowed ose of keepmar the misl
within the control of the government.. The ang on which the saw-mili _
was erected, and stands, belonged to the Crown of Spain when the revo- -
. lution which severed Mexico from the mother-country broke out ; and
when the war commenced between Mexico and the United Statea, in
1846, the land on which the saw-mill is erected, at Sancilito, was
owned by the Mexican republic. If the title to.the land on which the
saw-mill stands has ever passed from the United States to an individ-
~ ual, it has been convcyed long since the saw-mill was erected.
. -~ THOS. AP C. JONES, :
I Latc Commandm -m-clan U. 8. Pacific Sguadv on.

WASHI\GTO\ Crty, Fdn uary 11 1853

The impartial reader of the forerromfr official documents, Nos. 1,2,
3, 4, and 5, whether he be st: Ltesm'm, jurist, or a naval officer, 1f he
will take the trouble to compare them with the malicious fanfarronade -
“over the slgnature of R. W. Mcade, a. heutcnant in the navy, will not
fail to perceive how utterly baseless is all that he says about the ma-
chinery of the steamer Edith not needing repairs when she was turned
‘over to the navy in June, 1849, and that none was put upon her, or done
to. her machinery, although ¢ - Commodore Jones pazd a machinist, under .
comtract, AN EXORBITANT SUM FOR REPAIRING THE EDITH s MACHL\ERY
- which was never touched by him.” '

- By comparing dates it will be seen that the oumnal lease of the saw-
“mill to Mr. Parker bears date the 9th of Januar y, 1849. Unforeseen
“circumstances intervening to prevent the mill being put up as soon as
was e*cpected under the orwlml contract, it was cancelled and a new -
one, now before the naval comrmttee of the House, was duly executed.
The first intimation I had of the government’s intention to transfer the
Edith from the quartermaster’s department to the navy, was received
in May or June, 1849, about siz months qﬂcr the date of the contract for
 erccting the sow-mell; consequently the association of the Edith’s repairs -
- with th(, contract for putting up the saw-mill is mere fiction, without
the possibility of the first germ of truth. Dates show that the Edith
was transterred to me at San Francisco about the 25th June, 1849.
On the 26th I ordered a survey (Nos. 2 and 8) on her machinery, which
I knew, from the verbal reports of her l’ut commander, as well as from

the assistant quartermaster in California, in the quartermaster’s service,
~ was out of working-order; and that the fact having been duly made

known to the quartermaster’s department at W ashmfrtcn, the Quarter- " -

 master General had a new. sHAFT, (considered by all ma(,hlnlate and
naval commanders, except Licutenant Meade, of some importancein the
maclinery of sea-going steamers, whether propellers or side-wheelers,)
as well as condensing tubes and ‘other machinery, sent for the Edith in
" the steamer Massa %mctte, which, as shown by Captain Long’s letter
(No. 5 of the series,) did not deliver the shuft to the Edith until the 31st

of July, 1549, the duy after she arrived at q'mo::lhto, and on which she -

- was tran~ferrcd to the navy (\ec \0 5, awun, f(u the reason Cow-



H Mis. 22 o, 165

~ mander Long gave Commodore Jones for not putting Lieutenant Meade -
“in the Edith, when, in the absence of Commodore Jones, liieutenant
Mecade, in July, 1849, reported to Commander Long for command of
the Edith.) o R e

«] assert,” says Lieutenant Meade, ‘“that the ship Edith was
- ordered” (by Commodore Jones) “to anchor off Sancilito, a watering-
place, the property of Lieutenunt McCormick and bis company.”
‘Candor ought to have prompted Lieutenant Meade to add, from an opun
and exposed roadstead off San Francisco, where Licutenant McCormick and
- hs compang also owned property, but where there was not only 2o wauzer-
.. tng-place, but no work-shops nor other facilities for repairing the Edith’s -
- _machinery. (See my order, No. 4, to Lieutenant McCormick.)

- What were the real reasons for ordering the Edith to Sancilito?
First, it is the only smooth and perfectly safe anchorage where fresh
-water is to be had in the lower bay of Sun Francisco. From that place
- the cuty of San Francisco reccives, in tanks, much of its best drinking-
 water, or did in 1849-"50. Tt is the regular anchorage for men-of-war
of all nations, as well as our own, visiting San Francisco, that do not

" goto Benicia, 30 miles higher up the bay, where most of the officers

- of the army and navy, including Licutenant McCormick, and myself
too, at that time owned lots. All who know anything about screw-
‘ships or propellers well know that it is no trifling job to take out the
main shaft and: put in another while the ship is «flout, and acted on by
strong currents and heavy gusts of wind. Under such circumnstances
it could not ‘be done at all. Well, just from such a rough, turbulent,
- uncomfortable anchorage off the town of San Francisco, where scarcely
‘a day between April and October passes without ships damaging each
other by getting foul, I did order the United States propeller Edith to-
the quiet, placid, and safe anchorage off’ Sancilito, where in due
season, after much of the machinery being taken down, also for repairs,
and to cnable the old shaft to be taken out and a new one put in, the
Edith was hauled ashore, stern foremost, on the smooth and gently-
- inclined beach, at high water, so that when the tide fell, the sleeve
through which the shaft works would be sufficiently exposed aboce
- water to afford three or four hours out of twenty-four to work at it.
But therc is yet another reason, no less potent. Steam-engines, and -
the like machinery, cannot be taken down, cleaned, repaired, and put
up again, without access to some sort of machine-shop, smithy, or the
like. Where were any, under the control of Commodore Jones, in or
- about San Francisco, in June, 18497 The best if not the only forges
- anywhere about there, at that day, were those crected at Sancilito by
the parties sctting up the saw-mill; and if there had been no other
- reason for ordering the Edith to Sancilito for repairs, this last is, of
- itself, quite sufficient. S o _ -

As to what private use Lieutenant McCormick could have put the -
Edith to, it is difficult to conceive. Moored to her anchors all the time,
- only four or five hands on boards, including cook and steward, it was |
- impossible that she, or even her boats, could have been used to much
advantage by anybody. That Mr. Siewerts, the contractor, and his
assistants, not exceeding two at any time, while working on the
Edith’s machinery, did live and mess with Licutenant McCormick on
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board the Edith, at Sancilito, is ‘true, and that I was aware of that
fact is no less truc; because such was one of the conditions under
which Mr. Siewerts undertook the contract, there being no boarding or _ -
other houses at Sancilito at that time, where he and his workmen could -
~ have been accommodated; and, as already shown, Sancilito was not-
~only the most convenient, but in reality the only place about San Fran-
.cisco-at which her shafts could have been shifted. o
- Now, a word as to the ownership of the land at Sancilito on which
~ the saw-mill was erccted, and still stands. When the revolution broke
out in- Mexico, whiclr eventuated in her severance from the yoke of
- Spain, all islands and all beackes within fifty varas of high-water mark,
- in California, werc Crown property, and never grantzd to”individuals.
The same law was obscrved by the republic of Mexico, and was sup-
poscd to be in force when the United States. forces took possession of
Upper California at the commencement of the war, in 1846.
Nowjias regards cmploying the Edith’s boats to transport materials
- for erecting the saw-mill, it may or it may not be true: if it is true, it
was perfectly justifiable, under the unprecedented circumstances in
which all California was then placed, and ought not to be forgotten
when reviewing transactions of those times..  (See No. 6.) o
Tt must be borne in mind that the saw-mill, every part and piece of
“which was the property of the United States, was strewed about the
‘beach at San Francisco, and in a most exposed and perishing condition,
~when I arrived there, in the autumm of 1848, and that the in-pouring
population were suffering and dying from cxposurc to the pelting
storms of ‘winter, totully destitute of lumber cven to floor the tents of
- such as were lucky encugh to have them, when the mud was over
~shoz-deep:at every step, without even straw or leaves to lay between
their bodies.and ‘the saturated carth. Morcover, it was pertectly under-
stood between the contractor, Mr. Parker, and myself, that the parts of
- the mill expected by the storeship Chile would be landed by the boats
of the squadron, and that the ships of the squadron would furnish
boats and men to assist in collecting the scattered parts of the mill, -
which had been thrown on shorc at San Francisco, from a military -
transport, long before my arrival from the Mexican coast.. As to the
- employment of men belonging to the Pacific squadron, when in port,
‘to work, on thcir own account, for citizens of the United States, it has
been the uniform practice ever since the United States have maintained
-a squadron on that coast, commencing with the veteran Commodore
Stuart, or perhaps Downes, at an carlier date—say 1818 or ’19. :
Whether any of the men. of the Pacific squadron, while under my
- command, were so permitted, by their respective captains, to work on the
‘saw-mill at Sancilito, I am uninformed, except in a solitary instance,
when onc of the crew of the Savannah, I think by the name of Smith,
with my knowledge and consent, was granted leave to be absent from
- the ship all night, to go to Sancilito to brazc a pipe that had bursted
after the mill was in operation. o A S '
Has Licutenant Meade reported Col. Smith of the engincer corps,
and Commander Goldsborough of the navy, the beads of the joint com-
mission sent out by the government to muke reconnoissance with an eye
to naval and military detences, for anchoring the steamer Massachusetts
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close by the Edith at Sancilito, and there keeping %er several months,
waiting for her crew, near.the property of Lieutenant McCormick and -
his company ? Has he reported Commodore McCauley for breaki g
up the naval depot at Benicia, and removing the public stores to San--
cilito, “a watering-place, the property of Licutenant MecCormick ‘and his’
company,” off which ‘Commodore McCauley lay many weeks in the.
Savannah, his flag-ship? If he 'has not, why has he failed to do so?
Did he, at any time during his sojourn. of ‘two or three months in Cali-
fornia, report, oreven intimate to. Commodore. Jones, (as was his
bounden duty, if he had’ discovered any improper conduct or deport-
ment in any officer under Commodore Jones’s command,) that Lieuten-
ant McCormick was neglecting his duty, or  applying. public. property
to privatc.uscs? . Did he miake any such reports to the Navy Depart-
ment, from the spot when and where a full and fair examination might

have been instituted ? E TR e :

" Possessing such knowledge, or even' reasonable suspicions, of such
frauds and corruptions’ as he trumps up more than two years after-
wards, and failing to reveal them at.the carliest practicable moment, is.
scarcely less culpable than the participator'in such acts would be, -

. Returning again to Francis Varran’s deposition, and carefully com-.
paring his extraordinary contradictions of himself aboutethe. Edith’s
machinery being in’ perfect order, nceding no repairs, and yet was by him:
repaired, and still was not repaired at all, with what he ‘states as one of-a
board of three commissioned officers of the navy, two chief engineers,
Francis Varran himself being oug, (who, as stated in his.deposition, had
had charge of the Edith’s machinery for four years,) and. the conclusion’
is irresistible that he has forsworn himself, unless he can show, by un-,
impedchable living' witnesses, that the report of the surveyors, of whom
“he was one, (see No..3,) was fulsc and untrue, or that what purports toc.
‘be. his ‘deposition is a forgery. ' Choose which horn.of the dilémma
he may, Mr. Varran. proves himself utterly unworthy of belief in any--
'thing he has said, or may say, inconsistent with the. joint certificate he.
signed on' the 26th of June, 1849. ' Suffice’ it here to add, that Mr.-
Varran’s parade about letters written, to me, and récalled; or about his.
‘holding communication with mec upon any subject relating to, the Edith
after she was transforréd to the navy, is utterly'devoid of truth, "T'also’
‘declare -that I never gave Licutenant ‘McCormick, or any one. else,
‘authority to employ Francis Varran to do any work on the Edith, except
‘to ¢ngage him for the special service required by Mr. T. Butler: King’s
requisition on me, which. it was supposed would have becn performed
‘within two or three'wecks.. Mr. Varran declares. that Mr. Sicwerts did
not work on the Edith’s machinery, except to assist in changing the shaft..
'He is' no. more worthy of -belief on that point than on those already .
proved to be false.: But admit that Mr. Siewerts did not strike one
stroke on the repairs of ‘the Edith’s machinery, which is not true, what.
does that.amount to?  Mr. Sietvcrts was a contractor, a scicntific as well
‘as a practical machinist; he was'not in the hire or.pdy of the govern-
ment ; he was not bound to do the whole work with 'his own hands,
norany part of it, it he could get others to work for him. He entered.
into a written contract to do'and perform certain things within a fixed
period, (i. ¢, two months,) for the stipulated sum of $3,500, to be paid
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by the government when Lhe work covenanted to be performed should
~_be faitbfully executed and accepted. Was the contract faithfully exe-
cuted? That is the question. Mr. Varran says, in his deposition, that
‘when the Edith made her trial trip from Sancﬂlto to- San Francisco, as
well as when at sea, her machinery was in perfect order, and worked
beautifully, showmg conclusively, so far as his word goes, that the con-
tractor had. falthfully executed his contract, and was, of right, justly
entitled to his $3,500, out of which he paid Mr. Varran’s wages, as
well as the wages of all other mechanics employed by the contractor,
LA Slewerts, to-work on the Edith’s machinery—not one of whom,
- during the tlme, was recemnrr pay from the navy, or, so far as I know,
ever ha.d ‘ '
- As regards any oral communication bctween Lleutemnt Meade and
' ycelf' in California, I refer the reader to the accompanying  letter, .
(B) addressed by me to the Hon. Mr. Mallory, senator from Florida,
" to which I will add that Lieutenant Meade never delivered to me any
-,commumc'mon, oral or written, from Francis Varran, or any other en-
: L)
gineer or mechanic employed on board the Edith; never even intimated,
much less reported to me his knowledge or suspicion that. Lleutenant
McCormick, or any other officer or person under my command, was
engaged in, or privy to, any contract or unlawful operation preJudxc1'11
to the honor of the navy, or the best interests of the republic. "And
furrhermore, that a day or two before Lleutenant Meade left San Fran-
cisco for Washington, he called o me in the most friendly mood, offer-

ing to be the bearer of ¢ any letters or small packages I might wish to .~

end to my family near Washington, - adding that he should call and let
" my brother, the late Adjutant. Geneml Lnow how I was getting on out
there. ‘Soon after my return from Cahforma, (August, 1850 ,) while in
~ the rotundo of the Capitol one day, I was not a little surprised by the -
“rapid advance of Lieutcnant Meade to welcome my return home.
~ This I was entirely unprepared for, as I had been told, both in New
 York and in Washington, that Lieutenant Meade had been open-
“mouthed in his abuse of me, W1thout regard to t1me or. place, since his~
- return from California. =
' Viewing Lieutenant Meade’s allewatlons arramst me in their varied
phases, it 1s quité propable that they were brourrht in revenge, after he -
ad f'uled to.1mpose on the Navy Department a “sccond time for a com-
_ mand, and probably, t00, not until after the return of Licutenant Fubius
Stanly, in dlsvrace, from Cahforma, and to whom had been assigned
the homorable duty y, in Washington, of intercepting persons returning- from
- California, particularly. officers from Commodore Jones's command, for
the purpose of enlisting them against an absent commander, stlufrrrhnor'
to prescrve unsullied ‘the honor qf zhe navy, and to preserve ils uaeful- '
- mess to the country.
' Perhapa Lieutenant T\Ieade may have received a scmz-qﬁczal com-
' mumcatlon somewhat after the followmrr order, to wit:.
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| Extmct q/' a letter from L?C’Z(t/'n(mt Fabius Slaﬂl Y, qf tﬁc Umted States
nawy, to Henry Wilson, esq., purser in. the navy, on the occasion of . Mr.
Wzlsan s arrnal from Call ornia, A]ml 1850. . |

(WASHINGTO\’,) “Apnl 13,” (1850)

“DEAR SIR I congratulate you on escaping Cape Horn. I write
that you may | know where Iam.” o
‘ * R B * - * *x
- «T can’t learn much about ApJ ones, on]y that the Secretary agrees
with the opinion generally expressed in letters about him.”

“I have laid before the department both his and his toady’s (Za.cha-
 riah Johnston’s) character. I hope you have complaints to make against
him; it is a mark, a sign of uprightness, to complain of him.”

“Vcry rccpec,tfully, your obedient servant, .
¢« Lieut. FAB STA\LY
“\Ir. HEVRY WILSO“I, U. S N”

The foregoing is a true copy of an extract from Lleutelnnt Fab.
Stanly’s letter, dated (Washington,) April 13, (1850,) to Henry Wilson,
. United States navy, and furnished by him to Commodore J oncs, n a
- letter dated Columbus, Oth, March 22, 1851. ‘

‘ - J. T GORDON

I insert the f'orcrrnmn extract as a clue to the sequel now developmn'
before the Committee on Naval Affairs; Lieutenant Fabius Stanly,* T.
A. M. Craven, and Joseph F. Green, havmrr banded together to effect
* my ruin, as the only means of clearing their guilty skirts of my official

compl"unts and ~pec1ﬁc charges afmmst them, but never tricd. The
_extract in question is only one of the mam y corrupting influences re- -
sorted to, by and through the Navy Department, to facilitate their
malicious  purposes. Stanly and Craven having succeeded so well,

and having been so promptly and notably rewarded for their fealty,
“when witnesses in behal If of themselves and the prosecuting Scer etaries, who
had so kindly c~p0u~cd the lieutenants’ cause and made their interests
“one and the same with their own, and thenccforth exerted all the in-
fluence of high station and office to rescue the refractory licutenants,
“and, if p()S:lblC, save their commissions, justly forfeited by glaring
tranqrrre~sxons of the laws and dleuphne of the navy, it were not veryf

. Lxeutenant Fubius Stanly! The writer of the above letter to the late purser, Henry
Wilson, is the ulcutu,nl Lieutenant Fabius Stanly, of the navy, twice tried by ¢ourt-martial at
San Franeisco, in 1849; by both finnd guilty of offences against the laws and discipline of the
vy ;s wus subsequenr)y tried by a naval court-martial at the Washington navy-yard, March,

1851, found guilty of “scandalous conduct,” and other grave offences against the laws and
* discipline of the navy, and sentenced -to be dismissed therefrom. While the charges on
which Lieutenant Stanly was so tried, and so. condemmned and sentenced—as well as other
charges, no less gerious, prefcrred by Commodore Jones, on which he had not. been tried—
were before the Secretary of the Navy. Hon. William.A. Gruham, for his action, instead of
bringing Mr. Stanly to triul, a furlough was granted him to take command of one of Aspin-
wall's mail steamers, from which he was subsequently recalled, brought to trial, convicted the
- third time, and sentenced to be dismissed from the navy, which sentence wus comumted by
Executive clemency to a year's suspension from duty; and he has subsequently been rewarded

. by umnuutmc.ut to thc commund of a bloop-of-“ ar m the Bay of San Franus‘,o o
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‘surprising. if others, hopmn to profit bv the success of Craven and btanly

should hare complaints to make against “Ap Jones,” as it was “a mark, =
a sign of uprightuess, to mmplrzzn of kim;” and especially, a3 Puraﬂr-
Henry Wilson conld not be induced to turn avamsi “Ap J ones,” ¢. e. make
- fulse charges against his. commander—m-chlef he was soon afterwards
conetramed to qmt the navy.: :

Having now not only answered, but I trust enthf‘qctorlly cxplamed
or dxcpmved all of Lqutcnant Meade’s. alleo'.itmns about fraud, n con-
“nexion with the repairs put on the United btatea propeller Edith, and
the erection of a steam saw-mill at Sancilito, in 1849, as wecll as hav-
~ ing exposed the questionable character of his chief and most prominent
.witness, Francis Varr an, alias Francis 8 Varrfmd former chiet engineer -
of the Frhth while ‘in the quartermaster’s omploy, and h'wm(r also
‘shown strong grounds for imputing malice and revenge to my tr: adncers,
T will defer any further criticism upon the bud frct before the Hou=e
- Committee on Naval Affairs, until I meet my accusers and their wit- -
nesses face to face before some tribunal having power to 'Idmmbter
oaths and compcl the attendance of witnesses.
- THOS. AP C. JO‘IFS
Late Commandmcr U b Naral Forccv, Pacific occan.

o W Asml\c—rom February 15, 1853.

NEAR. Pnospncr HILL, VA., |
' March 11, 1852.

‘Sir: My attention has reccnﬂy been called to the notice of @ memo-
ria! presented to the Scnate by you, purporting to be a petition of R.
~ W. Meade, late a licutenant in the navy, asking to be reimbursed his
- expenscs incurred in: California while detained on shore, in conscquence
~of the commander of the squadron rcf'uquc to:put h:m in command of
the United States propeller Edith.

As the commdngcr of the squadron, whom Mr. Meade so 1n~1d10u~ly _
attacks, T feel called on to state the fucts of the ¢a 150, from which the -
commntpc will be better enabled to decide on the merits of Mr. Meade’s
claim on the public treasury in conscquence of any -act of mine, as com-

- mander of the Pacific squadron.

 Ttistruc that Mr. Mcade was. sent to Cdllfmnm by the Qcmot Ty of
the Navy, in 1849, for the. comman(l of the Edith, about to be trans-
ferred from the army to the navy, and she was so trausferred in the

month of June, but 1n an. unser mw/;le condition ; and that Lieutenant .

Meade arrived at San T anucco m the latter days of July of the same
-year, but without his engincers or officers, then on their voyage around

Cape Horn, and frow whom he had been sepurated at ‘Boston, as I have
- always understood, at his own'request, and allowed to go to California
via Panama, for lis ‘personal convenience and accommodation. Be
that as it may, Mr. Meade arrived at San Francisco four months before
“the officers and enrrmu:h buth 1udx~pcn~ablc for commissioning the

Lﬁth
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‘ hcn Mr. Me'ldc 'nrncd '1t San anm sco, T wa.a qbecnt ona tour'

“to the mincs, with Gen. Persifor F. Smith and the Hon. T Butler King,
from which I returned to Benicia early in August, and was the same

or next.day called on' by Licut. Meade, from whom I learned ‘that he

*had been on board the Edith, then at Sancilito in the hands of the: ma-

ch1m~t~ scen ‘her condltxon, and asked for leave of '1b\cnco to onga ge in

a prlmtc commct or other business unnl thc, Edlth could bc got rcad\ ;.

‘and her cngineers should arrive. -

A momh before Mr. Mc'tde arrival I had entercd into' a contmct

"wnh Mr. Arthur Sicwerts, a very competcnt madumat, to put the Edith’s.

engines and pro )ellmn apparatus n thorough  repair. '.I hree. momhs
P I

“werc allowed to complete the rcp,nra, and ‘Licut. James McCor mick;

then my ﬂatr-h(,utcnant, was put in ‘temporary charrrv of . the Ldlth, as’
supcrmzmzlﬁnt of thé work to be done on her.  There was no government .

- navy-yard in California, no government machinists. to make the repairs,
. nor publw accommodntlon\ on shore at-Sancilito, the only placc at that

time in California where \uch rep'm' s'could be cffected. .The work-
men, 'w ith Lieut. McCor mld\, were all compcllcd to mess torrothr‘r, and

~occupy one.and the same apartment (ber only cabin) on board the Edith,

.-and live from huand to mouth as they best could, "Such ‘was the state

- and condition of the Edith when Licut.’ Meade reached San Francisco,.

i 'my absence, as will be secn by Commandcr Lonﬂ" 10p01t accom—,‘
‘panying.

As soon as Llcut. McCormlck heard of Llcut. Mcadc’* amval he in- ‘

vited him to share his rough farc on board 'the Edith until I ehou]d re-

n.  Mr. Mcade 'Lcccptcd the invitation, but his sojourn on bonrd ‘the’
dith was very brief; for, finding himselfin such compauv he ermducted

himself i in' such manner as to dhgue't the contractors and ‘méchinists,
. .who atonce delared that if “thut man,” meaning Mr: 7\Imde, had 'm\'thuw .
" to'do’ with thc Edith, they would throw up their contract, even ut thc]‘

I\ of losi sing the work: they had’ aheadv done. - Licut. Meade left: the

‘deth of his own. accord, and went to. chua, \vhcrc we lm d our ﬁr~t',
interview as above stated.. o : ' ; '

. The tcrnpm ary leave of db Cncc he roquc~tcd was .rrranl(‘d I ._'m' lum

‘occasion: lly afiérwards ot San Francisco, but he made no'‘complaints,
nor application for or du’ to the Edith, until the Hon. \Il. King, un-

“der authority from the N Navy. Dcpartment, had made an-urgent requisi- |

tion on me for. that v *mol to goon Qpcc ial service for about thrcc wecks,

",lThc repairs on the. Edith were far from being. complcu dy and’ the cons
tract for their completion had severul WLC]\a to-run. " If they had been

«completed, there were no enginerrs.of the navy to  put ou board of hers

--and these who were cmplnwd 10 muke the repairs, and 'whom Lieut,

,Mcade had. already treated. with so u.uch coutumolv poqtu cly rc(u~co. '

t0 2010 sca inthe E dith with him,

'lho 1cqmsmon for the Edith was. urwr‘m and’ th cnuld nnt, mm'c' :
without engINCLTS, W ho lmd to work’ mghl and dav to gvt ticr off in time, .

“and with the moral certainty of having fall cmplnvmcut in cmnplctmo-

the 1(*pau~ durmn the wmvmp]alvd ab senee.

" The cccond or led m(rht out ﬁmn S.m I*ranm\w thc I‘dxth w
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'-su-anded to. the northward of ! Point Conoeptlon, on' a part of the 'coast
‘mcorrectly laid down by-all charts of that day.

" '"T'o inquire’ into. the loss of the Edith a court was duly 1nct1tuted
“and after full ‘investigation reported the loss accidental, and that no
- blame could be Juctly attached to Lleut. McCorzmck, his oﬂicels or
. Crew.
" . "Here 1t’ may be proper for me to state, that when Lleut. Meade
called 1o.claim the Edith, at San Franc1~co, in Auwust, T stated: some
of the insurmountuble obstacles to. placing him in command a¢ that
‘. time—such as her conchtlon, want of officers, engineers, and men; and
"until the repairs under contract were completcd He appeared ‘per-
‘ '-fectly satisfied, and said. he neither: cxpccted it nor Vv1~hed it then; but
" that he thought it proper to put.in his claim and receive my -written
reply;. addm ‘that he had ageady, or-was about to enter. into a con-’
tract to haul up the ship Ne eatic, to be: converted into a warchouse by
. a mercantile. firm, ‘havi ing failed in m::d\m«7 another contract, by whlch

he had expected to clear twelve thousand dollars, '

" As soon as. official intelligence of the Edith’s loss reache,d ‘me; 1 ten-

dered Lieut. Meade the command of the- Southampton—a command
-much desired by officers of his class in the navy-—which command he
declined, and asked leave to return. to Washington, stating verbally to,
" me that his chief oblect for going-to California was to got his son
’ acloptcd by that Territory for appointment in the navy;, and havmg ob-
~‘tained the necessary . recommendatmns, he was anxious to return to
- Washington, to secure his son’s appointment of- mldshlpman. -
' 'The committec will thus’ perceive that Lieut, Meade’s arrival in m
~ifornia fom months in advance of the Edith’s officers and’ engineers, was’
" for his own. perbonfd convenicnce’ *and privaté ends.  That whcn he'did
" s0 arrive, he was inviwed to live on board the Edith, with Lieut.. Me-
- Cormick, while the Edith was undergoing: md1<pens1blc repairs; and
that he left the Edith .in’ d1~rru<t, and. asked for and was granted lcave
of, abscnee, t t0 go his way, unul the Edlth s officers, then on the. p.te~arre
- from Boston via Cape Horn, (not expected before October, and who (hd
' not arrive before, Dccembcr,) should reach their destination.’.
‘That he' ‘did' voluntarily remain,  unirammeled in' his' action - and
“time, till the loss of the Edith was oﬁxc’ahy reported to me; when I
E 1mmed1¢1tdy offred 'Lieut. Meade u' command,  preferable: to ‘the.
'Edith’s.in some respects, which. command he' declinéd; and asked for
ordcrs to return to Washington, for the reasons I have alrcady stated.
" All.of which I most re~pccttullv submit to the, consideration of the
‘ Scnate Commlttce on Naval Affairs; and have the honor to bc, TR
e e Your most obcdxcnt servant, - '
R ... ... THOS. AP C. JO\*E.,,
) D La/e Commandznrf I’acg/ic Squadron. _

Hon. s. R. MALLORV s
éczaczZOr from .Florzda.



HM1s22 o R 173

: - WasHINgTON CrtTy, February 18, 1853.
"Dear Sir: In compliance with your request, that I would state the
facts which came to my knowledge while secretary to the commander-
in-chiet of the Pacific squadron, in relation to the renting or leasing the
steam saw and grist mill which was sent to California by the Navy -
Department, I have to say: o o
‘The mill was brought out in separate parts. A portion of the large .
timbers, the frame, and the carriage or ways, were brought out in an
army transport sometime in the summer of 1848, and werc put ashore
on the beach at San Francisco, near the quartermaster’s depot. - Other
* portions, including parts of the machinery, were brought out in the ship
Chile, and were not delivered till the spring of 1849. Soon after your
~arrival at San Francisco, in ‘November, 1848, seeing in what condition
those parts of the mill which had arrived had been left, you ordered
them to be got together, and had them drawn up ont of the rcach of
the tide and piled up on an unenclosed and otherwisc unoccupied lot
near the water. House-room could not have been procured, and the
* cost of stowage, if it could have been obtained in any of the few lum-
ber yards, would soon have excecded the value of the whole mill and
machinery. Had all the parts of the mill and machinery been sent
out in the same vessel, and could it have been immediately erected, it
would have been very serviceable to the government and to the public.
There were no docks or piers, and but one or two wharves; which,
however, extended so short a distance in the mud-flat, that even a small
boat could not reach either of them at low watcr. One of these
wharves had been built by the quartermaster’s department out of timber
and lumber furnished from a government saw-mill crected at or near
San Raphacl, and worked by individuals for a ccrtain proportion of the
~plank or lumber sawed. A public wharf, accessible at all tides, was
therefore. much required for naval as well as commercial purposes; but
the high price of lubor and the impossibility of employing the carpen-
ters and mechanics of the squadron on shore, rendered it impracticable -
for you to have had the mill crected, even had all its parts and ma-
chinery been delivered. TUpon more than one occasion 1 heard you
express your fears that the ways and other portions of the machinery -
would be ruined by exposurc to the weather, or rendered uscless by
having some of the pieces broken or stolen betore the residue should
arrive. - The disposal of the mill was therefore w« subject of frequent
consultation; and to my knowledge, you inquired of various persons
upon what terms they would take it in its then condition and put it in -
operation after all the machinery should arrive and be delivered. There
was great demand for lumber at the time, common plank or boards
sclling for $250 to $500 per thousand feet; but yet few persons were
willing to take the mill on the conditions you insisted should be stipu-
~lated in-the contract—that is to say, the right of the government to ter-
‘minate the lease at a short notice. For, although in a possible contin-
gency the profits might be large, yet the immediate outluy and cost of
- crecting the mill and carrying it on would be very great, and the ouly
reasonable chance of reimbursecment depended on an uninterrupted use



and on]m ment nf the mlll for some time after it qhould be put in opera-
tion. This appmhon(h d interruption in the profitable cmployment of
the mill did in fact actually oceur, and resualted, as T have reason to
‘ bchove, in great loss to the pamc= who crcc.tcd thc mill or subsequently
put it in opcratmn. _
I was present when qutonnnr James McCor nnc,L then your ﬂarr-
lieutenant, made application for the mill, which he proposad to erect
- for the use of it for a given time, and I distincly recolleet your rather
abrupt mtcrruprmn and refusal of his propos als; intim: ating, if not cx-
pressly saying in so many words, how much you were anuoyed by the
frequent a pphwtmm of the officers under your. command for transfers,
furloughs, and leaves to engage in prmto cutorpu\cs. Some time sab--
scquent to Lieutcnant. McCormick’s application, and on or abont the .-
- 6th of January, 1849, as shown by a’ puper writing now in my pos-
- session, to the exccution of which I was a Wltll(“a, "the mill < was leased
by you to Mr. Robert A. Parker, at that time considered one of the
weulthiest, as he was decidedly the most enterprising merchant of San
Francisco. I understood at the time that Mr. Memll, a master-builder
and one of the most responsible mechanics at San Francisco, was con-
cerned with MreParker in the lease, and was to erect and Work the mill.
When, in what manncr, and to what extent Licutenant ’\I(_Cormlcl\
“became interested in the saw-mill, I do not know. My impression is,
that he became concerned in the following April'or May, afier he and
other officers of the squadron became 1ntcre~ted with the said Parker,
- in a town which they laid out at Sancilite. Mr. Parker went to live |
" there, and was the first who made any improvements, having cstab-
lished @ hotel, put up one or more storebouses, and commenced build-
ing a wharf. It was at his instance, as I always understood, that the
) -rmll was crected at Sancilito, the best placc in everv respect, but espe- -
“cially on dccount of the facility of procuring saw-logs trom the “red-
- woods” io the neighborhood, that could have been selected on the Bay
 of San Francisco. 1 do not know that you were aware that Lieutenant
McCormick was. concerned in the contract entered into with Mr., Parker
in January, 1849, it such indeed was the fact; nor do I know what
- modifications, if any, werc made in that contract. I recollect that you
‘approved of the mill being erected at Sancilito instead of San Fran-
“cisco, as was at first supulatcd not only because you considefed San-.
cilito the more dmblc situation, but because you thought its erection .
-on the spot celccted would be favorable to the interests of the govern-
ment in the event of the lease being determined and the mill reck aimed,
as you often argucd, in conversation with me and others, that under the
laws of Mexico the land on which the mill was being crected, as well
‘as the whole water-front of the embryo town, Was pubhc property.
In reference to your sccond inquiry, “as to my knowledge of the cir-
_cumstances connceted with the repairs of the propeller Edith.” T bave
- to state, that although I was one of the delegates to the convention for
- whose acuumnndatxon the Edith was, as I lmvc understood, got ready -
for sea with ull possible despatch, I never was ou board of her and
~ know nothing further than what was common report as to her condi-
txon, cxcept - what I lcarncd frora Mr. Siewerts, the contractor for re-
pairing her machmcr) , _whom I pcr:onall; l\ncw, and belicve was con-
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‘cxdercd one of the most scientific as well as prac‘ucal machinists then
in. California. Whecther Mr. Siewerts ° Wus OI Wus not cngaged on the
saw-mill while supcrintending the repairs of the Edith, I do not know.
' Buncra mere contractor for a certain amount of work, at a certain
price, to be exccuted within a certain time, he had, I suppose, a right 10 -
undertake as many jobs as he thought proper. The taking of the:
‘Edith to Sancilito, was certuinly a gr cat accommodation to the con-
tractor, as well as to Licutcnant Mc(mnmd\, the officer who bad her
n char(re, but at the same umc, it is well known that no other nlace
in California (not even cxcepting chcm) afforded at that time such
facilities for repairing and refitting vessels; for, besides a good and safe -
anchorage and great facilitics of bcadnng or heaving down a vessel,
there was pure water, abundance. of timber, plenty “of room aahore, |
and a good smithery already in operation at Sancilito.

I hd\'C the honor to be, very respec tfull_y your obedient ser? $hnt,

_ W '\I \I. bTI‘ LART
 Com. THOS. Ap C JO\ES, .t
Late (/ommamlm -m-c]nef Pac f ic S’rjuadmn.

Distric or CoLuMBIa, ;
Waslington County. } “”
I’cxsonallv dppeared before the subscriber, a Ju~t1(,c of the peacc in

and for the District and _county aforesaid, Colonel William - M. Steuart,

who is known to me to be the person who signed the within and fore-
going letter, and made oath, on the Holy Evangely of Almighty God,

that the facts sct forth therun by hun arc JUat and true, to the best of
~ his knowledge and belief. _

[L.-s.] Given under my hand and ;cal this twcnt)-ﬁr\t da\ of Fcb-

. ruary, 1\53 | '

- WM. R. WOODW ARD J P.

D.
\VASHI\GTO\' Fcbrzmry 10, 1853

. SiIr: Hmmﬂ been informed ‘that, in a certain matter submitted to
your cou:ndcmtmn, an crroncous statemient his been made as to the
- quantigy of coal given to our firm in San Francisco, by order of Com-
‘modore T homs Ap C. Jones, frown the steamer Edith, [ deem it just
and proper to lay before you the facts, which are bricfly as follows:
“During the month of June, 1849, after completing the erection of our
small tux nace tor the smcltmg ot gold dust, we (lc~ncd in order to test
the draught of the {lue, a few pnunds of coal, which we procured by
application to the navy agent, . M. Price, csq., from the steamer Edith,
on the order of Commodore Jones.  The coul was placed in five or six-
bags, and probubly weighed thuc or four hundred” pounds, (say 300,)
umvncd trom the \tcuucr in a small boat; and we regarded it as.
sinply an accounnodation—too trifling, so fur as the intrinsic valuc was
concerned, to even offer paymcnt for.
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Wlthm a week we obtamed our expected supply of coal, and
promptly offered to Commander McCormick, of the Edith, to return
 the few bags he had so kindly loaned us. Whetber 1t was ever returned

or not, I have forgotten. ‘

More than a year since, Lieutenant Meade called on me in New
York and stated that he was informed “a large quantity of coal had
been sold to our firm by Commodore Jones, for which he had received
payment, and that he intended to lay the matter before Congress,” &c.
I distinctly informed him that such was not iké fuct, and then related to
him what I have written; and I -added, that if any such st'ltement _
was ‘made, I should contmdlct it. '

 Having recently learned that *such a stﬁtement” has been made, I
deem it but an act of Jjustice to Commodore Jones to put you in pos-
session of the whole truth in relation to the matter.

I bave the honor to be, your obechent servant,

: : | - JOS.R.CURTIS, .

' ' Ol Curtis, Perry & Ward,
L S Assay Office; San Francisco, California,
l\’ow at Na tzonal Hotcl Washington.

Hon. F P. STAVTO\, - '

Ckazrman Commzttec on Naz,al Aﬁ'azrs, H R.

_ This lctter was enclobcd to me by the writer the day of its date.
S . THOb. AP C. JONES.

R Roous AT HOTDL, .
. _ Washington City, Fcbruary 16, 1853.;

MY Dear Sm It is true, as you state in-your note of last evening,

that ‘you were deprived of my testimony before the court-martial.
The summons which I received to attend “that court, as a witness in
your behalf, did not reach me until long after the assembling of the court,
and not, as 1 thml\, until after its final ddjourmnent. ;\ituatcd hO\vcvcr,
‘as I then was, in California, with the large and constantly increasing
business of the port and the district, 1t would have been iinpossible ﬁ)r
‘me to have attended the court, even had the summons rcached me in
‘time. To me this has always been a source of regret.  Justice to you,
_and to the country, required that you should ha\c been fully heard in’
~ defence of the char«rea preferred against.you, and upon w hich the court
was called upon t0 ) pass. You now ask me to state, as briefly as I can,
~ what would have heen my testimony before the court, touching your
conduct and acts as commander-in-chief of the naval forces at and about
San Francisco, from the time I entered on the dutics of my office as
collector of customs for Uppcr (,ahforma, and down to the period of
your leaving the country in July, 1850. To this inquiry I should then -
have answered before tiat court, that in my opinion no man could have
discharged the responsible and important duties of the station you filled
with more integrity, more promptness, more honesty and firmness of
| purpoae, than Cornmodore J oncm.‘ No man could have gwen more-
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“entire satisfaction to the people of California than did you, for no one
" could have been more devoted to the service, or have understood the
wants and condition of the :country better, if as well as yourself. In
almost daily communication with you, and being compelled to call upon
- you for aid in suppressing mutinies, of constant occurrence in the port

of San Francisco, to consult and advise with you in the then existing,
and I may say, at one time, perilous state of affairs, I had an oppor-
“tunity of forming an opinion, from facts and occurrences within my
own knowledge, of the manner in which your duties were performed,

The condition of things in California, at that time, is without parallel in
the world’s history. Without a government, without laws or courts,
recognised by the constitution, with a people intensely excited; with an
. amount of suffering which can hardly be conceived, much less described,
you were always at your post, rendering the most prompt and eflicient
aid in any and every emergency. Such, sir, is my opinion of your
official conduct, and in this, I think, I am sustained by the people of
- California, and especially by the entire body of merchants and ship- -
~masters with whose -opinions I was. familiar, and with whom I was
~ almost hourly in communication.: Such is the opinion; too, oi the sev-
~eral citizens of California, now in this city, with whom I have conversed.

~ To me it is a matter of deep regret that the testimony of the commer-

cial portion of San Francisco could not have been heard before the

court martial,. . S

Your reputation, which I know you value more than life itself, would
then, I cannot but think, have been spared the imputations which the
sentence of that court passed upon you, and the whole country would
then have known, and the more highly appreciatad, the value of your

services. . o o . .

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your friend, =~
S _ o J. COLLIER.

Com. Tros. Ap C. Jones,
. : United States Navy.

| J True copy of the oﬁginal in thé hands of Commodore Thos. ApC.
ones. - S S N
_ - J. T.GORDON

- ‘ - New York, December 24, 1852.
Sir: In reply to your communication, stating that my name had been
placed on the list of witnesses in the claim of James McCormick  for
building a steam saw-mill at Sancilito, in California, I have to state
that T know nothing in relation to it; nor do I know of any one having -
been employed in building the said saw-mill, and receiving his pay from
- the United States government. o S
: o Respectfully, yours, o
o . - THOMAS B. NALLE.
A. WeLsH, Esq., ' : S ‘
U. 8. N., Washington, D. C.
12 '
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o I BOSTON, MAss., Febmary 14 1853.

Sir: In reply to your commumcatlon, stating that my name is on a .
- list of witnesses, in reference to a claim for building a saw-mill at San-
 ailito, California, I have to inform you that T know nothmg in relation
. to the building of said saw-mill—whether there were or were not per-
~ sons in the pay of the Umted Statcs govemment employed in its con-
_ <structlon. _ .
: - I am, sxr, reapectfully, yours,
- WILLIAM GIBSON,
' I’assed M'zdskqpman, U S.N.
A WELSH, Esq., _
' Pmscr, U S. N., Was]zmtrton czt y, D. C

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, :
- February 23, 1853,

Sm The qpea.ker w111 remember, that on Tuesday last he presented
to the House of Representatives a letter trom T. Ap Catcsby Jones, -
captain United States navy, which was referred to the Committee on
" Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed, on motion of a gentleman
- from Virginia, [Mr. Bocock.].
~ From what I could hear of the letter, as mdlstmctly rcad at the
Clerk’s table, 1 supposed it had reference to the bill for the relief of
- James McCormick, “or his properly authorized agent,” and I moved
‘to-amend the motion of the gentlemin from Virginia by ordering the
printing -also of certain papers now before the Committee on Naval
Affairs, relating to that cluim: The propriety of my amendment was
at once seen by the gentleman from Virginia.” He assented to it, as he
did subsequently to another ‘motion to prmt all the papers as an act of
justice to Licutenant Meade, who I aaccrtamcd was assailed gro»sly in
Commodore Jones’s letter. _

On examining the papers accompanymw Commodorc Jone s letter,

- but not read at the Clerk’s table, for they werc pr(:scntcd to the House
~under a sealed envelope, I find he uscs lunguage reflecting on mie.  He
 states that Lieutenant R. W. Meadc had renew (,d his libellous attacks -
~on him, (Commodore Jones,) *“aided now by a member of the House
~ of Representatives, the Hon. Edward Stanly, known to be cxtremcly
 inimical to me,” (Commoedore Jones.) .
~ I do not proposc now to speak of Commodore Joness letter as it
~ deserves, or as I might be justified in doing, nor on the Impropriety of
his reﬂer,tmc7r on thc official conduct of a member of tlua ‘Iouae—and

 that, too, without mformmg hlmself of the truth,

If I werc “extremcly nimical” to him—if 1 had been malicious
enough to desire the ruin of his dmrfl(,tcx—my object would have been
accomplished by the judgment of his peers who tried him. I refer to

- ¢“the proceedings of a comt—maru.al on Commodore Thomas Ap Cates-
by Jones,” &c., &c. (lu.\. Doc Sen., No. 45, 31st Cong . 2d scss.)
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- I will not refer to the judgmentin detail. T am, as a member of Con-
gress, rather inclined to throw a veil over the terrible exposure made
~of Commodore Jones. My purpose is not now to repel the charge
made on me, since, independently of the proceedings of the court-mar-
tial, I am above its reacE, ‘but to do justice to Lieutenant Meade. As
I understand the fucts, Lieutenant Meade resigned his commission on
- a point of honor. He had solicited investigation, which was denied -
him, and thought he had been unjustly dealt with by Commodore .
Jones. His friecnds who examined the case, concurred in this opinion.
Being unwilling the navy should lose so gallant an officer, they applied -
to the Exccutive for his restoration. The Committee on Naval Af-
fuirs of the Scnate, I heard, unanimously recommended his restora-
tion. : ' o e
The . illustrious Henry Clay, having known Mr. Mcade from his
childhood, and having understood all the facts, earnestly solicited he
~should be restored, as I heard from his own lips. - This was enough,
~apart’ from other. considerations, to command my sympathy. Before
Mr. Meade’s restoration, he had, as I understood, addressed the Com-

- mittce on Naval Affairs in this House, or in the Serate, making com-

plaint of Commodore Jones, and asking an investigation in vindication .

- of his own character. When Iheard of Mr. Meade’s restoration, (though

“extremcly inimical,”) I was guilty of the presumption of asking him,

- on his own account, to forget all cause of quarrel he might uve against =
the Commodore; that his (Meade’s) restoration was tantamount to an’
acquittal, and I thought it would injure him to carry on his warfare,
especially - after the publication of the proceedings of the court-martial

“before referred to. B o |

If Licutenant Meade is attacking Commodore Jones, I am not aware -
of it; if he intends or desires to do it, I have no knowledge of it. He
has never made known any such purposc to me. I hope he entertains

- -mone such. I do not believe he ever thought of renewing any attack
on Commodore Jones. If he were to consult me, I should advise him
to forbear, not because he has no justification, but because Commodore
“Jones is not able to injure him. As I mentioned in the House on. Tues-
day, my attention was called more than once to the McCormick claim,
by those who were interested in it, outside of this Hall. I examined the
report, and found the facts not all stated, and thought the clain unjust.
Having accidentally seen in a ncwspapér that the Committec on Print-
ing in the Scnate had asked to be discharged from the consideration of
the papers relating to the subjects referred to in the McCormick case, I
examined them, and the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Price,] who
thought the cluim a just one, united in a letter with me, asking Mr.
Hamlm, of the Scnate, to allow us to have access to the papers. On
Mr. Hamlin’s motion, the pupers were ordered to be sent to the House,

- and, on my motion, referred to the Committec on Naval Affairs, before
- whom the McCormick case was pending. That is the head and. front
of my offence. I do not know that Lieutcnant Mcade is informed of
- my action, even through the newspapers. I acted on my own respon-

sibility, without any intimation from him of what he wished, and

without any consultation with him, and without knowing that what 1

o

had done would be agreeable to him.
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So far ﬁ-om being desirous to aid any one to attack Commodore J ones,
when the papers were referred to tge Committee on Naval Affairs, I

" “'took them, in presence of the chairman of that committee, [Hon. Mr.
Stanton, of Tennessee,] and marked those parcels which referred to the

. McCormick case, and asked him to mark them. Hedid so. 1 told

“him those not marked contained allusions to Commodore Jones, which
‘1did not wish should be pubhshed referring to other charges against -
him, and though he was entitled to no consideration from me, I had no .
- wish to annoy him by any revelation of what was contained in the
. parcels not marked. So far from being “extremely inimical” to him,
I desired to. auppre s the publication of what he calls “hbellous at-

- tacks.”

Commodore Jones is greatly mistaken in s <upposmg Iam “extremely a
' inimical” to him. He cannot blame me for not being warmly attached
to him, inasmuch as he was not only tried and convicted of" high
~ offences, but also of “opprecamn” of Lieutenant Fabius Stanly, who is
* my brother. I am not more inimical to Commodore Jones than any
~ other gentleman would be, under the same circumstances. .
- Of Lleutenant Stanly’s character as a gentleman and an oﬁcer, it
_does not become me to. speak. I am willing to abide by the opinion
of those who have known him in peace and served with him in- war,
and. by the published records of the country. '

- Commodore Jones does not know me, or he would not accuse me of

andma any man to attack him. - I have made no cfforts to revive old
quarrels the existence of which I always deeply regretted. -
‘Commodore Jones will now be heard, in the paper sent to the House
' -by him on Tuesday. I have no objection, but, inasmuch as he referred,
‘in his usual style, to Lieutenant Stanly, without provocation, and dxs-
‘regarded. the truth in his reference, I s all ask the favor of the House -
to allow me 1o introduce a resolution calling for a copy of the proceed-
ings of the trial of that officer, to which Commodore Jones has referred.
“There are other persons assailed by Commodore Jones in his letter
to the House, but they require no d):af'ence at my hands. They need -
‘only refer to the trial of Commodore T. Ap Catesby Joues; Thirty-first
Congress, second session, Senate executive document No. 45, to satisfy
every honest man that his vxtuperatlon can m_]ure no man of good char-

acter. -
| ED\VARD STANLI
HON Linx Bon), o ‘ _
Q’])caker o tlze House of Representames.
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