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in the Fourth Audxtor’* office, fully contradlct first cpcmﬁc.mon 10
second charge.

Pussing to sccond charge, and the first and sccond specifications
thercto, th(, facts of the case must &pealx for themselves. On the 14th
day of December, 1814, aiding in the defence of New Orleans, 1
reccived a musket-ball, whlch, passing through the joint of my left
shoulder, destroyed the articulation; and from that hour to this, I
have been unable to dress or undress mysclt without assistance;: con-
sequently, I have been compelled to keep constantly in my service, and
about me, a body-servant acquuinted with my wants and nccessities:
that person has always, until less than one year, been my own slave.
Since the close of thc war with England, T have pertormed four long

- cruises on foreign service; and on cach and every such cruise, I had

speciul permis sion from the Nav y Department to take my slave for the
purpose aforesaid, who, hl\(, other servants, hus in every instance, even
when I was a licutenant in the Mediterranean qqud(hon in 1816-'17,
and ’18, been borne on the ship’s books, and I, as his master, received
so much of his wages as was not nccessary for his personal comfort
and reasonable cujuvmcnt On my recent cruise, Griffin Dobson, iy
slave, who attended me on a former cruise to the Pacific i in 184243,
and 44, accompanicd me by permission of the¢ Hon. J. Y. Mason.
Early in July, 1848, while the “Ohio” was at the port of Guaymas,
in Mexico, Griffin, to 1y great sur p11-c, asked me one day if I w ould
allow him to buy himself, it he could raise sufficient funds. In answer
to my astonished inquiry as to what had put such a notion into his beal,
(for this was beforc we hed reccived any intimation of the dhcnvc-xy
of gold in Culifornia,) he replied that the men on board the ¢Ohio,”
both white and colored, would not let him have any peace, and that
they had offered to raise, by subscription, a sufficient fund to buy him-
sclf, if I would agree to jt.  Griflin being a faithful servant, and sceing
how unpleasantly he was situated, I consented to the proposition; but
with the express stipulation that the sale would be of no eftect until
we both returned to Virginia. Purser Forrest, of the ¢“Ohio,” was:
made the dcpo~1tdry of both the free papers and the amount subscribed,
which was about $400. I had often refused $1,000 for Griflin, and
could havc obtained that sum for him in Ocmbcr, 1847-—the month I
Ieft home. Thus this affair stood till May, 1849, when I viclded to
Griffin’s earncst solicitations to allow him to anticipate the time fixed
for his discharge from my s service, so as to avail himselt of the high
wages of California to raise moncy enough to buy his wife and several
duldx(,n, still slaves in this State. _“lla transaction, whici. was so
gratifying to Griffin, and, as I have reuson to believe, was at the time
considered by all the squadron as both liberal and pr.u«.w»rihv Ilittle
supposed could ¢ver be distorted into an offence agauinst the rules and
discipline of the navy, especially as Captains Taylor und Stribling, and
many other olficers of the ¢Obio,” were contributors to the :ul»crxp—
tion.

As regards the first and second specifications to fourth charge, the
record of the court, to which they .xlludc having been by me tr dll\ﬂ)lt-
ted to the Navy Department, with Passed Mldslupman John Poscy
Hall's sentence of dismussal from the mry, and not having secn the joint



