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in the Fourth Auditor's office, fully contradict first specification to
second charge.

Passing to second charge, and the first and second specifica:tions
thercto, tlle fiicts of the case mnust speak for themselves. Oii the 14th
daLy of Deccll)er, 1S14, aiding *in thlc defense of Newv Orleans, I
received a muslket-ball, which, passing throughli thlc joint of mky left
shoulder, destroyed the articulation; and firoin th;t hour to tllis, I
have been unable todress or undress myselfwithout.assistance; con-
scequertly, I have bcen compelled to kccp constantly in my service, andt
about me, a body-scrvant acquainted with my wlvants and necessities:
that personh1as always, untillcss than one year, been mnyxown slave.
Since the close of.lic war with Eglnd;,l11(1, IIhaLV(e iertorxic'-d four long
cruises on foreign service; (Und on cetch and every such cruise, I had
seccial permission from the NavT-y Department to takeiny slave foir the
purpose aforesaid, who, like other servants, has in every instance, 2even
when I was a lieutenant in the Mediterranean squadron in 1S16-'17,
and '18, been borne on the ship's books, andI, as hismaLSter, received
so much of his wages as was not necessaryfor his I)erson1l conifort
ancl reasonable enjoyment. On my recent cruise, Griffin Dobson,Iny
slave, who attended mc on a former cruise to the Paciic in 1S42-'43,
and '44, accompanied me by permission of thce Hon. J. Y. Mason.
Early in Julyr, 1S4S, while the "Ohio" was at the port of' Glunymns,
in Mexico, Griffin, to mnygreat surprise, askedme one day if I Would
allow him to buy hiniself, iflc could raise sufficient funds. In answer
to my astonished inquiry as to whViat had put such a notion into hist head,
(for this was before -e had received any intimation of the discovery
of gold in California,) lhe replied that the men on board the ";Ohio,"
both white and colored, w-ould not let him hlave any peace, and that
they had offered to raise, by subscription, a sufficient fuund to buy hiia-
sell; if I -would aggree to it. Griffin behipi a faithful servant, and seeing
hlow unpleasantly lie was situated, I consented to the proposition; 1)ut
with the expreqis stipulation that the sale would be of no cfiect until
wn, both returned to Virginia. Purser Forrest, of the "Ohio," w-as
mac.ie the deposita1ry of both the free papers -and the amount subscribed,
which Was boutt $400. I had often refused S1,000 for Griflin, and
could have obtained that sum for him in October, 1847- mo1Cnonth I
left home. Thus this affair stood till May.v 1S49, when I yielded to
Griffin's earnest solicitations to allow himn to anticipate thle timre fixed
for his disclhairge fromn my service, so as to avail himself(of the hlligh
wages of Ca-lifornia to raise money enopgh to buy his wicifb aiid several
children, still slaves in this State. TIlhis transaction, w.lhic. wvas so
gratifying to Griffin, and, as I have reason to believe, w.as at the time
considered lvy all the squadron as both liberal and praisew(rthy, I little
supposed could ever be distorted into anll ofiencc Ng;Linst thce ruCles .and
discipline of the navy, especially as Ca-ptains Taylor and Strib)ling, anrd
many other officers of' the ",Oh1io," were contributors to the subscrip-
tion.
As regards the first anid second specifications to fourth charges, the

record of the court, t.o which they allude, having, been by me transnait-
tedi to the Navy Department, with Passed Midshipman John Posey
Hull's sentence of dismissal Jromn the zarry, and not having seen the joint


